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* Arte I. Anz Hiftory of the principal Rivers of Great Diiaie. 
.Vol. L.- Aa Hiftory of ihe River Thames. Folio. pp. 312. 

Plates 46. 1. 7s. Sterl, Boards. Boydell. — 

I N fo highly cultivated a country as England, a well- 
~* executed hiftory of its rivers muft be a very interefting 
work. Dr. Campbell has obferved, in his Political Survey 
of Great Britain, &. that no other ifland im the world is 
watered by fo many fine ftreams ; and if we confider that 
a Capacious river is not only one of the nobleft works of 
nature, regarded merely as an ebject of fight, but that its 
ufefulnefs, in affording fubfiftence to plants and animals, 
is fo great as fcarcely to be comprehended in its fulleft ex- 
tent, even by the moft enlarged intellect, we may almoit 
be ready to exclaim with the fublime Pindar, that Warer 
is the beft giftof heaven! i. 

Thiselement is therefore highly worthy of our beft atten- 
tion ; and it isa diftinguifhing property of man that, by a 
judicious application of his powers, he is.enabled to im- 
prove many of the various bleflings conferred on him by 
a benificent Creator, Water, when left to itfelf, might 
flagnate in marfhes, and fpend its principles of life im 

- givihg nourifhment to ufelefs plants, [w/ele/s to man,] and» 
to noxious animals» but by human induftry it may be oe 
taught to direst its.courfe through meadows covered with “> 
flocks and herds, to fpread its fertilizing influence over™ 
orchards and gardens, and, by affording an abundant fup- 
ply of the moft neceaary article of life, givé birth to towns 
and cities that may Be raifed on its banks*. Among the 
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* We pretend fot here to trace the origin and maturity of rivers; the inqui- 
ry would certainly lead us beyond our limits,—and, poffibly, beyond our learmey A 
ing. ‘ e 
VoL. Il. No, ae" P 





if 


* 


102 Liiflory of the principal Rivers of Great Britain. 


numberlefs advantages to the human race, which. ingenui~ 
ty and labour may produce from this inexprefhbly ufeful 
clement, it is not one of the leéaft that it promotes‘an éaty 
communication between the diftant parts of a country ; 
and; for the purpofes of navigation, it feems.to be univer- 
fally allowed that no rivers in ‘Europe are comparable to the 
Englith. 

Of this fuperiority we have an exaniple in ‘the Severn, 
which is navigable without a lock from Welchpool to its 
mouth; traverfifg, in that vaft extent of country, the 
‘beautiful provinces of Salop,, Wercefter and Gloucefter. 
‘The navigation of the Trent, the Oule, and the Thames, 
likewife, well deferves our notice and diftinéiion ; exclu- 
five of the great number of Canals which interfect the mid- 
land and northern parts of the kingdom. 

Befides thefe benefits, which aré contemplated with 
pleafure by the philofgoher and the politician, Rivers are 
regarded by the poet and the painter as contributing mucli 
to landfcape-beauty, when placid and gentle ; and when 
wild and tumultuous, they are known to imprefs the mind 
with that awful terror which isa principal ingredient in our 
conception of the fublime.—In thefe views, principatly, 
the ingenious and learned auther of the work before us 


feems to regard his fubje&t: though it muft be remarked 


that he does not overlook the hiftory and antiquities of the 
towns that are fituated on the banks of the Thames, and 
in itsvicinity. He likewife enlarges on the many beauti- 
ful edifices with which the margin of that noble river is fo 
frequently adorned ; and which affordample fubjets for the 
exercife of his powers of delcription. In the magnificence 
of our buildings, the ableft architeéts have exerted their 
ikill; and the tafte difplayed in the difpofition of parks 
and pleafure-grounds has given occafion to a celebrated 
writer, of the prefent age, to obferve that the landfeapes 
of Ciaude Lorraine and the deicriptions of Milton were 
realized in fome of the country manfions of England. 
Having intimated fufficiently, as we apprehend, the 
importance of the fubject of ‘this fplendid and expenfive 
work, we are now to take notice of ghe manner in which 
it is executed. 
In 
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In this firft-volume, {which is all that has been pub- 
lithed, though the fecond, we are informed, is in forward- 
nefs,) the courfe of the Thames is traced from the {pring- 
head, in the parithof Cotes, in the county of .Gloucefler, 
through tricklade, , Fairford, and Lechlade, where it is 
joined to the Severn by.a camal which has Jately been cut 
with great expence and labour >—it then enters Berkthire, 
and, dividing that-county from Oxfordthire, pafles through 
Oxford,. Abmgdon, Wallingford, Henley, and Maiden- 
head :—-at next directs its courfe to Windor and Kinefion ; 
and here the author concludes, obferving that fo far the 
‘Thames has borne us on its ftream so the tide, aud that in 
the fucceeding volume it avi!] bear us ea its tide to the Sea, 
He does not, howeverconfine himfelf wholly tothe Thames, 
He gives us an interefting account of its tributary flreams; 
the Churn, Coln, Windruth, Evenlode, Cherwell, Tame, 
Kennet, Loddon, Wieck, Wey, and Mole,; and this re- 
lation includes the towns, pleafant villages, and the habi- 
tations of gentlemen that are fituated on the banks of thefe 
rivers, iltuftrated by large coloured engravings, the deli- 
neations of :»which are recommended to us by the celebrat- 
. ted name of. Farrington. ! 

«We fhall now felect fome paflages to enable the reader 
to judgé of’ the entertainment which the work furnifhes.— 
Among the'‘more interefting ‘pafts,; we have particularly 
remarked. the canal which joins the Thames and the Se- 
vern; and concerning this we fhall here give an ex- 






























trath si air ss : 
* -After-many unfuccefsful attempts to make the Stroud- 
water river navigable, a canal had been formed under an 
act of parliament, obtained in 1775, from the Severn to 
, hone enc Stroud ; and in 1782, that very able and 
iftinguithed engineer, Mrs Robert Whitworth, was em- 
ployed at the defire of feveral opulent and public fpirited 
gentlemen, chiefly merchants of London, to form a plan 
and. eftimate of a canal to communicate with the Thames ; 
and in the‘following year, an act palled for carrying this 
patriotic and beneficial project into execution. 
- * ‘This navigable canal begins at Wallbridge, where 
the Stroud navigaffon ends, and proceeds to the immediate 
vicinity of Lechlade, where it joins the Thames; taking 
a courle of thirty miles, feven chains and a half, ex- 
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act meafurement. From Stroud. to Sapperton, compre- 
-hends a length of feven miles and three furlongs, witha 
rife of two hundred and forty-one feet three inches ; from 
Sapperton Tunnel to Upper Siddlington, including the 
branch to Cirencefter,. nine miles eight chains and an half, 
and is perfectly level; and from Uppet Sidding tothe © 
Thames near Lechdale, it continues a courfe of thirteen | 
miles four furlongs and nine chains, with a fall of one 
hundred and thirty feet fix inches: the general breadth of 
the canal is forty-two feet atthe top, and thirty feet at the 
bottom. In many places, where the ground is; to ufe the 
mechanical expreffion, a dead level, it is confiderably 
wider ; the banks and towing-paths being made entirely 
with the foil dug from the canal. The tunnel, or.fub- 
terrancous paflage excavated beneath Sapperton-hill, is 
nearly two miles and a half in leagth, being. lined with 
mafonry, and arched over at the top, with an inverted 
arch at the bottom, except inyfome few places, where it 
was practicable to make a regular excavation out of the 
folid rock. The boats are twelve feet wide;.and eighty « 
feet in length ;..when Yaded. they draw four feet water, _ 
and are capable of carrying feventy tons. This canal was ¢ 
‘executed ig a moft complete and mafterly manner in the ~ 
fpace of > ech years. Nor fhould it be omitted, that 
warchoufes are conftructéd in every requifite ftation on its | 
banks, with all neceflary engines for lading and unlading, 
and a fucceflive apparatus of lock-work, to remedy the 
various levels of the country through which it takes its 
courfe.’ On the 2oth day of April 1789, Mr.-Clowes, 
the acting engineer, employed to conduct this important 
bufinefs by Mr. Whitworth, who was then engaged onthe . 
Forth and Clyde canal in Scotland, pafled through th¢ 
tunnel, for the firft time, at Sapperton, in a velleh of .30 
tons burden ; and on the 19th of November, in the fame 
year, the firft veflel pafled from the Severn to the Thames 

in the prefence of a large concourfe of people, who came 
from all the-adjacent parts of the country to’behold and 
exult in a ceremonial, whieh was confideredias the har- * 
binger of inexpreflible advantage to themfelves and their 
polterity. Of the bridges that form the various paiflages 
over the canal, the principal is near the’Thames-head, - 
from whofe {prings an-engine, of great mechanic power, 
taifes a very oh body of water to fupply the navigation. 
this 
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This bridge, with the adjacent buildings, the engines 
beyond it, and the fpire rifing from the embowered village 
of Kemble in the difilance, combined with the accidental 
and varying accompaniments ef the navigation, form an 
interefting and pleafant pi€ture.° From thence the canal 
continues its courfe, and having received another acceffion 
of water from the Churn, by means of the cut which branch- 
es off to Cirencefter, it proceéds by the town of Cricklade 
to its junétion with the Thames at that {pot. This impor- 
tant junction is formed very near, but a little below the 
village of Inglefham, abeut a°mile above Lechlade. A 
tound tower, called the Wharf-houfe, which with the 
adjoining bridge, is a very pleafing embellifhment of the 
fcene, has been ereéted here as a precautioggiry depofit for 
coals brought by the canal, in cafe the na¥igation fhould 
be at any time obfiruéted by the feverity of frofts, or an 
accidental deficiency of water.’ . 

The author is'very diffufe in his account of Blenheim. 
His admiration of that ‘magnificent feat carries him fo far 
as to’ indute him to vindicate Sir John Vanbrugh, whofe 
Sibfantial tate in building was fo confpicuots as to be- 
cottfe almoft proverbial ; and which procured for him the 
following well-known epitaph : 

a © Lie heavy on him, Earth, forhe # 

« Laid many: a heavy load on thee.” 

Let us attend ‘to ‘what is here boldly urged im his fa- 
your: . iy 

* Sir John Vanbrugh thas long been the fubje& of cen- 
fure, both ferious and epigrammatic, ‘for the form and de- 
corations of the inimenfe ttructure which he defigned and 
completed. That the archite® confidersd it as a monument 
df national gratitude to the héré who had raifed his country 
to the fummit of glory, and therefore gave # a monument- 
al ftrength and durability, has been an apology made by 
thofe, who didnot polfefs the requifjre judgment to form 
a right eRtimation of the ftupendous work. This princely 
pile is conftructed ona plan of the moft perfeét regularity ; 
and though its various parts may not have been governed 
by the rules, or its propertions ‘regulated by the fcale of 
Palladian fciencey they produce, nothwithftanding, in 
their combined ftate;’ amagnificent whole, which finds 
no rival, undeg that idea, in any of our largeft edifices, 
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whofe form:and decorations are firictly conformable to the 
fymmetry and defigns of the Greek aud Roman grchitec- 
ture. Nor do we fear to hazard an opinion that the eve, 
which defcends from the general effect of this fuperb effort 
of Vanbrugh’s genius, to reft upon minute and diflinét der 
fects, does not belong to'a frame’ that is animated “by 3 
comprekenfive mind.’ , ane! 

Whether the writer will] make many converts to his opi- 
nion of the merit of Sir John’s arehtteQural*works, it is 
not fot us to predict. 

Our author enlarges on the popular hiftory of Fair Ro- 
famond ; which as he remarks, has been’ the fubject of 
antient ditty, has béen woven into romance, and has fitc- 
cefsfully ocGiipied the modern ftage ; norjs their any’ thing; 
in his yo either unnatural or improbable, in) the 
pritcipal circumftances which are faid to compofe its y- << 

‘That a young monarch fhould: become: enajpoured, of 
tranfcendént beauty ; and that the tendernefs or the vanity 
of the female heart might render it an ealy conqueft to'a 
roya al lover, are events, which it requires«but little know- 
ledge of. the human pains to confider as ef the moft a 
tural ocurence, ‘That the deferfed*or negleéted 
thould feel the refentful pangs of jealoufy at fuchan infrteiges 
ment of her @onjugal rights, and that, with her violent » 
temper and active mind, ‘the fhould meditate revenge, is 
fo true to nature, that the underfiznding meets it with a 
willing belief. _Nor is it lefs credible, that, during the 
abfence of the enamoured monarch, engaged in ‘diftant 
wars, fhe fhould let loofe her- impatient revenge on the. 
unhappy object of her jealous fury. Nothing, furely, 
can be found in thefe circumftances ‘of the ftory to check 
belief; and there is every thing in its cataftrophe to call 
forth thofe emetions of pity, which at once pain and pleafe 
the tender heart. The bard of former times has fung the 
fate of Rofamond,: and it is, perhaps, to his tnpolifhed 
muife that we are chiefly indebted for the bowl which con- 
cluded it, as well as the mazy labyrinth that was formed ; 
but fortned 3 in vain, to protect herfrom it. Her ftory isto 

‘& found among thofe ancf€nt ballads which ‘eompofed fo 
much 6f the: postry and no fmall. part of. the vulgar hifto- 
ry, of the times when they were written, Popular belief, 


which incusjoufly refts on popular traditions,’ lias conti+ 
nued 
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hued to enibrace, with equal raliance, the fatis as well as 
the machinery of thefe ditttes; 2nd leaves: the tafk of {e- 
rating the one from, the other to thole folemn enquirers, 
who, tuperior to fentiment and difdainfulef nature, never 
fail to dilbclieve where authority is fileat.. We fhall con- 
fider it, however, asa uatural tranfidon ‘from circumftance 
to belicf, when we reprefent the fountain which flows 
perennial on the fite of the palace, recorded :to have been 
the habitation of Rofamond,. as. haviag turuifhed the be= . 
verage oi her table, fupplied the cifteyn ingphich the bath- 
ed; or formed a chrittal. mirror that iometime’s reflecied her 
charms. But thould this {pring be thought too fanciful a2 
fourcesof meral influence; if it.cannot be fuppoted that 
the fair one who beholds. it, may ferioully reflect en the 
fate of fallen beauty ; or that the youth, as he flands on 
the margin, may. fhudder at the crime of ieduétion :—(till, 
as it-poilefies.a certain traditional power to ‘turn, awhile, 
the attention of the trayeller from the iplendid water that 
flows by it, and to awaken thofe tender {ympathies, which 
it they exift but for a moment, for that moment, inte 
prove the heart, we cannot but with to.ccnfider it as. havinz 
adminiftered to the fervice of the diftinguifhetl beauty 
from whom it derives its name,’ 
The ingenious writer gives a long, and, on the whole, 
a juft-and pleafing defeription of Oxford and its vicinity. 
He traces the.antiquity of that univerfity, asa place of 
éducation, to the eftablifhment of Chriftianity tm Britain ; 
an opinion which, he obferves, receives no inconfiderable 
acceffion of probability from the peculiar atterftion which 
the truly great Alfred beftowed on that city + for no-other, 
at leaft no better reafon can be affigned for his choice of it, 
as the metropolis of learning, than its exifting character 
of the moft ancient and celebrated feniinary in his king- 
dom. Weare alfo informed that he commenced his lau- 
dable defigw with removing the’ fchools, whatever their 
condition might have been, from their defgnceleds fitua- 
tion into the fortified part of the city ; . in order to tecure 
them from any”’future incurfions of the Danes, by whofe 
ravaging ities they had bed difturbed and defolated. 
He then Mnvited -the pioft celebrated {cholars from other 
arts of Europe, to ifirss the rifiug generation in ‘every 
saat of divine ant human learning; he prepared for 
. them, 
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them every neceflary accomodation ;. and he provided 
adequate endowments for their maintenance and fupport. 

‘The author is particularly delighted with Nunefiam, the 
feat of Earl Harcourt; and he employs.at leaft twenty 
pages in a lavifh, but not unmerited,: defcription of its va- 
rious beauties. Of his enraptured fiyle, on this occafion, 
the-reader may form fome judgment from the oblefvations 
which he makes on a fmall part of the premifes,—che fow- 
er Garden. 

“ It will fcaileely be believed, (he fays,) that this neft 
of fweets, this-hoard of floral beauties, this examplesof 
confummate :tafte,, eccupies little more than ah acre of 
ground: but fuch is the irregularity ot its furface, the 
difpofition of its trees, the arrangement of its flowers, 
the fucceffion of its artificial embellifhments, and the judi- 
cious conduct of its furrounding path, that it becomes ap- 
patently magnified into ample extent. The patches of 
flowers and clumps of fhrubs are of various fhapes and un- 
equal dimenfions ; and. its trees are of a growth and figuré, 
which at once harmonize with, 4nd give variety to, the 
frenery of the place. To the buttos already mentioned, 
may be’ added thofe of ‘Cato, of Cowley, and of Locke ; 
every thérm alfo ha’ its motto or its poely ;:and every 
building its infcription: all happily felected, to heighten 
or fuggeft appropriate fentiment, and aid the moral tnflu- 
ence'of the garden. In this defcription it may, indeed, 
-appear that the artificial objects are too numerous. for the 


{mall limits of the {pot which they adorn: but they gre. 


fo managed as to be feen only in unexpected fucceffion, 
or in fuch carelefs glimpfes of them, as tosavoid the leaft 
appearance of oftentation, while they enrich the compofi- 
tion of the fcenes In a flower garden, where all is bloom 
and fragrance, and where nature appears inher gayeft erm- 
broidery, piéturefque embellifhment demands all the ele- 
gance that art can beftow : but tafte alone could not have 
formed the pigture which we have fo inadequately defcrib-' 
ed. Such an Arcadian fcene muft have been produced by 
an Arcadian imagination. Indeed, fo much is there of 
“@nvention and original faacy in the picce, thatthe genius 
of poetry could alone compofe it. Nuncham 1s® place of 


the firft heauty. Nungham, however, in the courfe of 
’ Varying 





oes et FE kee 


™~A = OK 2 ees 7 FF A ee 


Tn nhb ¢ Qe 


Lawl 


& 


Hiftory of the principal Riyers of Great Britains 109 


varying opinion, may have an equal: but its flower gar- 
den tranfcends all rivalry, and is itieif alone.’ 

From the foregoing extract, the reader will form fome 
idea of the author's turn and talents for fowery deigription. 
Asa (peciinen of a different caft, and in juftice to a hy:nane 
and benevolent inftitution, we thall ada his pleafing account 
of the SpinntnG Feast—¢eftablithed by Lord and Lady 
Harcourt, at Nuncham :—but we give it a (stile abridged, 
in favour of our inadequate limits : 

‘ About twenty years fince, Lord and Lady Harcourt 
formed a defign to encourage induftry among the women 
of the parith, by giving annual prizes to a certain number of 
the beft fpinners of thread. ~ An idea afterwards fuggett- 
ed itfelf, that to the prizes of induftry, might be, added 
prizes of merit; fo that, at length, the importance of the 
annual feftival being increafed by the.addition of its object 
and influence, it has gradyally rifém into an inftitution, 
which, befides its moral intere(t, is a moft delightful {pec 
tacle, confidered merely in the character of village feftivitys 
An hiftory of the day on which it is celebrated, will beft 
explain the obje& and effect of this admirable eftablith- 
ment, .It muft, however, be premifed, that the perfons 
of either fex deferving the prizes of merit are named 
fometime previous to the feftival, by an affembly of thofe 
villagers who have already obtained it. ‘The prizes of in- 
dufiry are contended, for en the day, and on the fpot, 
when and where they are diftributed. The morning is 
appropriated to the prizes of merit ; the noon to the village 
banquet ; the afrernoon to the contelt for prizes of induftry:; 
an early portiog of the evening to the diltribution of thele 
prizes; and the fublequent part to the feftivity of all. 

‘ The villagers, who have obtained the pr'ze ot merit 
in former years, followed the rector of the parith to the 
church through the garden ; the reft of them repaired thi- 
ther by the common approach: and fuch as had already 
been fuecefsful competitors for the prizes of induftry, wore 
them on the occafion.. Thefe confiii of ufeful articles 
of drefs, with fome ima!l peculiarity of form, or trifling 
decoration, jult fufficient to render the diftinction con{pi- 

cuous. The family attended in the tribune, and the morn- 
ing-fervice was celebrated with proper pfalms and le(- 
fons, felected for the occafion. he fetvice was fuc- 
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ceeded by’a difcourfe from the pulpit, in the clofe of which 
the pertons who had been chofen to receive’ the prize of 
merit fer'the year, and who were confpicuotfly feated in 
the centre of the church, were icparately addrefled by name, 
with @ particular {pecification of thofe meritorious ations, 
and that virtuous conduct, for which they were elected to 
receive their prefeat ditinétion. At the conclufion of the 
tervice, Lord Harcourt defcended from the tribune; and 
pretented the ufual prize for the men to the clergyman, 
who transferred it to the attending claimants. It confifts 
of an hat, whole only diftinAion is the buckle that faftens 
the band, which has the name of the perfon to whom it is 
detiined, with the date of the yeat, and the words ‘* Prize 
of Merit” engraved upon it. The prizes for the women 
were prefented by Lady Han ourt in the fame manner ; 
and- confift of ftraw hats docorated with fcariet Riband. 
The names of the happy and diftinguithed villagers were 
then hung wp in the church, under the date of the year, 
among thofe who at former periods have been found to de- 
ferve that honour. 

* The three groups of ftately elms that range in the park 
front of the houfe, feem to have been placed there to ferve 
the \purpofes of this feftival. Beneath the fhade of the 
central groupe, dinner was ferved at two feparate tables. 
The upper table was occupied by thofe whe had at differ- 
ent periods obtained the prize of merit ; the lower one was 
fet apart for the feveral candidates for the prizes of induftry, 
both of them plentifully, as well as fuiably fpread ; and 
the happy guelts arrived in proceflion, preceded-by a vil- 
lage band, of mufi¢, to partake of the banquet prepared 
for them. All the domeftic fervants attended with affidui- 
ty upon the village guefts ; and that they might not be in- 
terrupted in the duties of the feaft, the family pe artéek of 
d cold repaft. ' Nor is this all; for thefe good people not 
only appeared to be happy, but at their eafe; and were 
rather enlivened into cheerfulmefs, than refrained into fo- 
lemnity, by the well-ordered prefence of the noble per- 
fons to whom they were indebted for the felicity of the 
. dav. 

* At an early hour of the sheteelin, all the i denditites 
for the prize of induftry afflemble beneath the trees of the 
Jarge clump to the left of the houfe. They are divided 

. into 





>, whe owe oe OF UU MOlUelC OO UrhlUCUrrF CU] 


eae > ee ee. Fe 


-. = 


Hiftory of the principal Rivers of Gréat Britain. 11% 


into two claffes of females, under the age of fixteen, and 
above it. ‘The {pinners were ranged in femicircle, the 
elder clafs on the right, and the younger on the left. We 
then heard the whirring, and faw the motion of forty-two 
wheels, with the various countenances of as many compe- 
titors who governed them; a fcene which, abftracted from 
all ideas of moral influence, difplayed an uncommon ex- 
ample of picturefque effeét. After a certain period, the 
fignal is given, when the wheels ftop, and each fpinner 
reels off ber thread. Lady Harcourt herfelf then col- 
leéted the tkeins, and attached the written name of eve 
candidate, carefully folded up, to her refpeélive fkein. 
Thole of the elder clafs were then fpread on a table, and 
a mafter weaver determined upon that which was of the 
beft manufaéture. © Lady Harcourt who continued to pre- 
fide, unfolded.the name attached to the difiinguithed 
fkein, when the fuccefsful candidate was called, and offer- 
ed her choice of the various prizes;. a fcarlet knot was, 
at the fame time, affixed'to acon{picuous partof her drefs. 
This ceremony continues till the. prizes are all obtained. 
The fkill of the fecond clafs underwent the fame trial, and 
received fimilar rewards. The far greater part of she 
competitors obtained prizes according to the merit of 
their refpective work, and the few whofe endeavours were 
not crowned with teiceiefs; were difmiffed with words of 
encouragement and favour. 

‘ The group of elms to the right of the houfe.contains 
a more fpacious as weil’ as more regular area than, cither of 
the others, and was, on this occafion, formed into a ball- 
room of no common elegance. A moveable collonade in- 
cloféd a fpace of 90 feet longand 45 feetin breadth.” It 
beat ara to referve the place for the purpofes to which 
it is atlotted ; while the intercolumniations admitted the ga- 
zers of the neighbouring villages to view the ceremonieg 
and amufements of the iceng. In the centre on the right, 
wasa Doric pavilion, elevated on a flight of fleps, for the 
reception of the family, and decorated with allufive fy mbols, 
and wreaths of artificial flowers. Ou the oppofite fide of 
the area was an alcove, where the prizes were hung i in gay 
arrangement, and it afterwards became an orcheftra for the 
mufic. Atthe upper end of the room, the architeCtural 
+ievation allumed a more enriched appearance. Two por- 
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ticos, with pediments, were conneéted by an intermediate 
range of columns, with large China vafes, filled with flows 
ers, placed between ¢#hem ; and beneath each pediment 
was a tranfparent émblematic painting reprefenting a Nus 
neham cottage. ‘lhe one was a cheerful piéture of induf- 
try and plenty ;. the other, a difmal fcene of idlenefs and 
want > over the latter hung a wreath of nettles, and above 
the former was {een a chaplet of various flowers. The 
floor of the room was the turf, and its roof the fpreading 
branches ot the elms that grew areund. The whole was 
bright with lamps, arranged in all the elegance of illumi- 
nation. ) 

* When the evening advanced, Lady Harcourt entered 
the ball-room, preceded by the mufic, and followed by a 
proceffion of the villagers ; and, after making a circuit of 
the area, entered the alcove, where the prizes were dif- 
tributed from her hand, not unaccompanied by graceful 
gratulations.s When this charming ceremony was conclu- 
ded, the mufic occupied the place, nor did any Jong in- 
terval enfue before the commencementof the dance ; and 
as as all perfons of a certain appearance were promifcuoufly 
admitted the clofing fcene of the feftival aflumed the gay 
femblance of elegant pleafure, It has beenour lot to fee 
much of the fplendid ceremonials of the world: but we 
never faw fuch aday as this; nor do we ever remember to 
have behe!d fo buch feftive happinefs, that bore the promife 
of fo much future good. From the noble inhabitants of 
Nuneham-houte, down to the loweft fervant init, all were 
gealoully and anxioufliy occupied in attending to the inno- 
cent enjovinents and laudable objects of the feftival.’ 

This article being now advanced to fufficient length, we 
muft here put a period to our cxtra¢is ; and we fhall Nee) 2 
with a few words on the general as well as particular therits 
of thiselegant volume. 

"That part of the work which relates to hiftory and anti- 
guities, In Our opinion, will particularly refleét honour on 
the abilities of the writer. Tie antiquarv will certainly 
not be ditpleaied with the circumftantial hiftory of Ciren- 
cefter, and of the abbeys of Ofney and Rewley. In the 
guthor’s laboured defcriptionsof feats, and of rural pro- 
ipetis, the fijle may be thought to be rather tics 
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with ornament. Language—eafy, neat, and correét, may 
be decmed more fuitable tothe plain and manly elegance 
of the impreffion, as it proceeds from the juftly diftinguith- 
ed preis of Bulmer and Co. Such a fplendid work,’ confi+ 
dered as A WHOLE, might thus appear with that uniform 
dignity which muft command univerfal approbation*. 

~ Perhaps it may be truly obferved that the report of a Li- 
terary Reviewer, on productions of this mixed kind,— 
where the fifter arts have united the powers of the pen and 
of the pencil,-—muft neceflarily be incomplete ; as fo much 
of their chara€teriftic merit confifts in their mechanical 
beauty,-——the fuperexcellence of the paper ai! prefs-work 
and the picturefque ornamentsfurnithed by thedelineator and 
the engraver.—Of thefe, the crtic in literature can produce 
no fpecimens to illuftrate his remarks: he can only ta/é 
on the fubjeét ; what he fays may not always perfectly con- 
vey his ideas ; and opinion is here a matter of ever-varying 
and indefinite tafe. With refpect, therefore, to the plea- 
fing and numerous acqua tnta plates which decorate this 
work, and to the peculiar mode of colouring them in imi-~ 
tation of drawings, we thall leave their excellencies to be 
appreciated by the cogno/centi. : 

Though, in common with all the beft efforts of human 
genius this volume may difcover imperfection, it is a work. 
which, in our imagination, highly merits fuch patronage 
from a generousand foftering public, as wil! not fail to en- 
courage Mr. Farrington and his ingenious ¢oadjutor, the 
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® We fhall point out one or two trivial inaccuracies : ' 

P. 276, Sis George Younge, proprietor of 4 delightful villa fituated on an iffand 
jn the ‘Thames near Clifden, is called Sir William Yourg, ; and in the deteripti- 
on of this piace, it is faid, ‘ the towering woods of Ciifuen overfhadow it to the 
mort, ‘Lo the beft of our redollettion,_-for we, too, “ have been in Arca- 
dia, —Clifden-woods are fit uaied to the eaf of Sir George's domain. 

In {peaking of Clifden-{fpring, which *pours downa gentle but pebbiy defeent 
into the Thames,” the writer obferves that ‘ poetry might confider it asa cryfal 
tribute from the Dryads of the woods to the Naiads of the flream.* Dryads ave 
fuppofed toinhabit the woods and to prote¢t the trees: but when they are made 
to prefide over fprings, they cesfe to be Dryas gad ase, properly f{peaking, 
Naiads. 

There feems to be an anachronifm, where we are told that, ‘in 1924, Canute 
afembied a council of the nation at Oxford, when the laws of Edward the Con- 
feiior were tranilated into Latin, and prefented to the common obedience ofall 
the fubjects of the kingdom, both Danes and Lnglith.’ Edward the Confefior 
did noi afcend the Englifh throne till twenty vears qyter the time here me:.tioned, 
and whep Canute had defcended to the grave. 
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anony mouswriter, to proceed in this noble undertaking with 
- undiminifhed ardour.—W ith refpe& tothe proprietors, Mef- 
frs. Boydel, their {pirited and munificent plans are too well- 
known to the public to require the aid of any encomium 
that wé could beftow on them. 





an 





Art, Il. Pidure/qne Views on the River Medway, from the Nore 
te the Vicinity of its Source inSuffex ; with Obfervations on 
, the Public Buiidings and other works of Art in its Neigbour- 
" hood. By Samuel Ireland. Large 8vo. pp. 206, and 29 
Plates, 11.115. Sterl. Boards. Egertons. 
L E'S Voyages piitore/ques of the French have given birth 
tomany elegant and amufing publications in our own 
country ; among which thofe of Mr. Ireland are certainly not 
unworthy of being clafled. Of his Pidure/que Tour through 
Holland, &c. and of his Pidurefque Views on the River 
Thames, 2 n account has already been given; and we have 
only toinform our readers that, inconfequenceof the marriage 
which poetry records (and who will fo iinpeach his tafte or 
his gallantry as to queftion the teflimony ?) to have ‘eon 
ace between the Lady Medway and the old River God 
Fhenicg Mr. Ireland is induced to offer this publication, 
not as a diftinét undertaking, but as a continuatién of his 
former work. Having exhibited the attractions of the huf- 
band, he haftens to do juftice to the beauties of the bride : 
but, . inftead of. beginning at the fource, (as in his account 
of the Thames and following the Medway downward to 
its confluence with the former, he commerices at the Nore 
and traces jt upward to its fource. By thele means, the 
two works, may be made to include one aquatic tour ; and 
the beauties of art-and nature, on which the pencilf has 
been employed, may be explored by thofe who are difpo- 
fed to take fuc h an excurfion, in continuation. Of the 
fernale fiream, Mr. I. {peaks ia very high terms.#* T hough 
in extent and confequence the river Medway* is inferior 
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# ‘It wascalle Maga by the ancient Romans; from the Saxions it received 
the ad litional fv Hable of Jed, henifyis g Mud or Mic idle to denote its courfe 
through the centre of the kingdom ofkent ; anl hence its compound api elation 

' Mea-vaza, oF Medwade, whichis now modernized into Medway.’ 


to 


Ireland’s Pi@urefque Views on the River Medway. 115 


to the Thames, yet it has its peculiar beauties, and, in 
fome refpects, in point of romantic fcenery, juftly claims 
a pre-tminence. Its reaches ave fhort and (udden ; and the 
beaiitiful: meandering of its courfe atlords that perpetual di- 
verfity of objects which cafnot fail to attract and yield gra- 
tification to.the admirers of rural fcenery.’ This remark 
is juft ; and many of the views which embellith the work, 
(though, on account of their fize they give but a {mail por- 
tion of the landicape,) confirm it. “ihe views are not all 
taken immediately on the banks of the river, but Mr. I. 
never leaves it unlefs for an object worthy of his pen- 
cil. 

The defcriptive and hiftoric accounts of the fubjeéts of 
the feveral drawings evince that-Mr. 1. is defirous of in- 
ftructing as well as of amufing ; and the mifcellancous re- 
marks and reflections, which fuggeft themfelves in the pro- 
grefs of his tour, are pertinent, and enliven his narrative 
lt is not to be fuppofed that he is always correct, but it is 
clear that he endeavours to be fo; and notw ithftanding 
that, in fuch concife relations, many things are neceflarily 
omitted, he will entertain and probably fatisfy the general 
reader. If we were furprized at any omiflion, it would be 
at his not mentioning the law of gavel-kind which is ina 
maaner peculiar to Kent. Fle indeed does not quit his fub= 
jeét without doing. juftice to the high character fultained by 
the men of Kent; though he complains, in an inflance-or 
two, of his having experienced fome incivility during this 
excurfion. : 

After the obfervations which we: made on our author’s 
Thames, we thall now only father characterize this volume 
asa publication of fimilar merit; fupporting our commen- 
dation of Mri I., as an intelligent and Seekitig writer, by 
adding part of his account of Penfhurft, celebrated as having 
been the refidence of the accomplifhed Sir Philip Sydney, 
and the ,birth-place of that renowned patriotAlgernon 
Sydney :~ 

‘ PensHurst Place was, in the time of Edward I., in 
the pofletlion of Sir Stephen de Penethurefte, who was made 
Cont: able of Dover Caftle, and Warden of the Cinque 
Ports, by Henry I11.; after which it was conveyéd to 
John de Pulteney ; who, i in the reign of Edward Il., had 
licence to embattle his manfien-houfe of Penfhurft ; and in 
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the reign of Edward Ill. he wasfo highly favoured as to 
receive from that Prince the henour of Kinghthood. 

‘ In-the fame reign he was four times elected to the 
high office of Lord Mayor of the city.of\London. From 
this family it came by marriage to Sir John, Devereux ; 
who, in the fucceeding reign ot Richard II,, had alfoa 
licence to embattle and fortify this manfion. 

‘ After paffing through feveral hands it was at length 
forfeited to the crown, in the fourth year of Edward Vi., 
by the attainder of Sir Ralph Vane. The.eftate was then 
given by that young Prince, in 1553, to Sir, William 
Sydney, who enjoyed it but a few months: from him it 
devolved to his infant fon Sir Henry, who, from his child- 
hood, was bred at court, and was the playmate and bed- 
fellow of Prince Edward, ‘The young monarch afterwards 
made him Gentleman of the Privy Chamber; and is faid 
to have taken fo much delight in his company, as to have 
rarely permitted his abfence. ‘The young Prince expired 
in. his arms at Greenwich foon after ; at which period Sir 
Henry retired to Penthurfi, there to indulge his'grief; and 
by thus withdrawing himfelf efcaped the tury. of the times, 
and moft probably the fatal confequences that attended his 
father-in-law, the Duke of Northumberland, in the fue- 
ceeding reign of the bigotted Mary. This faét is adverted 
to in the inicription over the gate-way at the grand en- 
trance. 3 

‘ This ancient manfion has been formerly a place of 
confiderable ftrength, as appears fromitsimmenfe walls and 
high embattled towers. . The: principal entrance tothe 
great quadrangle, which is of hewn flone; is nearly in its 
origina! Gothic ftate of defign, and impreffes the mind 
very forcibly with the gloomy and referved pomp of our 
biave anceftors. The hall is fpacious and lofty, and the 
fragments of ancient armour, here exhibited, ftrongly re~ 
call to memory 

«“ 'The ancient errant Knights, — ° 
« Who won their ladies hearts in fights, 

© And cut whole Giants into fritt-rs, 

« To put them into amorous twitters,” 

* We fee here the Knights of Chivalry in ancient times 
making impreffion upon their Jadies hearts io battle, and 
lackine and hewing their way into their affeGtions: and if 
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fuch, ftrange things as thefe could avail in love, can we 
wonder that the modern champion of this fublime profeffion 
fkould endeavour to mix arms with eloquence ; and, for 
the purpofe of imprefling his audience, thould be found 
Somitung his dagger in aid of the flights of his orato- 


‘ The apartments of this famous manfion have been 
much modernized within a few years by the late owner, 
William Perry, Efg. who beca:ne polleifed of this eftate 
by marriage with the honourable Elizabeth Sydney, niece 
to the late Karl of Leitefter.’ 

Some wooden cuts, as in the former work, are intto- 
duced in the letter prefs ; one of which repreients that rude 
monument of antiquity called Kit’s Coity-howfe. ; 

To a zeal for the arts Mr. I. unites its natural accompa~ 
niment, the love of liberty ; which circumftance, in cur 
eftimation, ftamps an additional value on his elegant la 


bours. 
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Agr. HI. 4 Inquiry inte the Nature and Properties of Opium ; 
whereiit its contpdnerit Principles, Mode of Operation, and Ufe 
or Abufe in particulas Difeates, are peices: | inveRigat- 
ed; and the Opiaions of former Authors on thefe Points im- 

_ partially examined. By Samuei Crumpe, M.D. 8va. pp. 
- 304 58 Sterl. Boards. Robinfons. 
W E have here a treatife on the moft important article in 

" " the materia medica, which we thiak in fome refpeéts 
worthy of commendation. Itisin partacompilement ; as 
any reader may fatisfy himfelf by referring to the ad 
vol, of .Murray’s Apparatus Medicaminum, Gottingen, 
1779+. Other perfons as well.as the prefent author, had 
obtained opium (/.c. p. 220) from the capfules of Eu- 
ropean poppies. The only original objervation in chap, 

1. 0n the Natural Hiftory of Opium, is that the dark colour 

of this d§ig, as it commonly appears, is owing to the 

iron inftruments ufed for the incifion of the capfules ; 
fince, when they are wounded with glafs, the opium proves 

of aclearer reddifh, brown than uiual. x 
Chap. 2, treats of ‘ the Ejfedts of Opium on living Sy/- 

tems ;’ and it, contains fome diftinét experiments, which 

feem to confirm the doctrines of the Brunonian {chool ; or 
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father to corrolorate What Boerhaave and Haller, fiill 
more difliactly, have obferved concerning the flimulating 
power of opium. In thefe experiments, in the account of 
which a tabular view is given of the variation of the pulle 
every five minutes after: taking opium, the vafcular fyfiem 
appears to Lave its action increaled ; ; and the effect on the 
other tunctions ts, fmilar. . Concerning thofe writers, ‘(or 
gather that writer, for he quotes only Bard,) who have’ 
obferved that the pulfe. is retarded and enfeebled by 
‘opium, Dr. Crompe fays that they did: not examine. it 
foon enough. Murray (pe 237;) makes precitely ithe 
dame remark. 

‘The third chapter treats of the analyfis of opium. ‘Che 
pancipa refult of the author's experiments on this fubject 
-isjthat the virtue of opium refides in the refin ; » this refi 
‘is of two kinds,—one volatile in the heat of boiling water ; 
-which degsee of heat feems to deltroy its aiyity. . The 
author has rendered this chapter tedious*by quoting: at 
length the idle experiment of Baume, who digefted opium 
in ‘water for three months, in order to te ‘parate the anody ne 
from the ftimulant particles. 

‘Chap. 4. is entitled a conci/e View of the: various dates. 
ons vefpecting the Mode of pgs a iby Opiim: Drs C. 
“thinks that Galen was the firit who exhibited opium. ‘On 
‘coniulting the hiftorians of medicine in"géneral; or of this 
‘drug in particular, we find it in ufe not long after Hippo- 
crites; and it isnot very probable thata fyAématic'authdr, | 
‘Hike Galeny thould have introduced fo powerful an article 
into medical prafiice. ‘Phe opinions of -authorsare: refer- 
ed be three claffes : ‘The 

© fir, Containing the opinions of thofe who afcribe its 
effetts to changes induedi by it in the blood. The 
* Sceond, Of thofe who deduce them from its aétion on 
‘the living principle as a fesative, or fedative and ftimu- - 
lant conjoined. And the 

*'Thtrd, Comprehending the fentiments ofich as at- 
tribute to it the properties of a ftimulaat alone. 

hf the 5th chapter the firlt of thele opinions is difcufled ; 
and the author takes occafion to combat the opinion. of 
Mre Hunter conceriing the vitality of the blood. » He 
writes fenfibly : but the controverfy feems to us likely to 
continue undecided and. unprofitable as heretofore, till the 
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parties agree. concerning the ideas ‘to be comprehended 
under the teenvdifeoln thie chapter, a fact occurs of.which, 
though it fhould be capable of a mechauica! explanation, 
it imports all experimenters on living animals: to be 








apprized. » Dr. ‘Crampe fays, the larger the animal 
of any given tpecies, ‘the longet doés.the-heart, feparated 
from the body continue to vibrate. la an experiment here 





recited, the heart of a large frog beat for 20 minutes, that 
of a iimatisoneenly tor 10.—Another well-devited expent- 
ment, relatedun this chapter, alfo deferves notice. | In 
two of three equal frogs, the parts were fo divided: that 
the lower extreiities adhered co the trunk by the. principal 
nerves only;. the blocd-veffels weretaken up and tied ; 
watery folution of ‘opium ‘was then introduced under the 
fkin of the ext¥emities in one of ‘thefe, andan the third 
undiffeded frog ; both died in little more than an hour ; 
the other diffected frog was left to itfelf, and futvived fe- 
ven hours.—T his experiment anfwered on repefition, and 
ferves to thew: that the operation of ones is not on the 
fluids, erie ‘Ki 

ln'the.6th chaptet; the author eafily expofes the futility. 
of that opinioniacconding to which opivmatts asia /edattue, ; 
and he-takes ummnecetlary pains to ditprove the exittence of 

a nefvous fluid. * He: argues with fhrewdriets again Dre 
Cullen, who, ‘after fluuating long, ‘finally adopted.a ve-) 
ry whimfical hypothefis concerning opium; of which he. 
imputed the ftimulant effects to ‘exertionsmade by the'ys 
meditatrix natura, in order to-oppole the tedative or’ nar-. 
cotic effects of opium. ‘So fhewhow muclr the theory 
and practice, of the late Edinburgh Profeffor are*ativari- 
ance on this head, the following iaftance is produceds~ 

‘ The phenomena of regular gout, he fuppoles, arife, 
from an atony:taking place in certain conflitutions, which 
the vis medicatrix natura is routed to remove, and which; 
fhe efteaty exciting an inflammatory attection in fome of 
the extremities; » but when the:atony has taken place, if/ 
nature be-fo weak thatthe re-adtion does not fuceeed, the, 
atoay continues in the flomach and neighbouring parts, and 
produces theratonic gout, or, as-it is commonly termed,,; 
gout in the ftomach. . lu this very. complaint, however,’ 
we fiad, from apaflage in his Materia Medica, he has: 


given opium to the amount of ten grams twice a day with 
fuccefs 
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fuccefs; a-prattice furely indefenfible, if his theory 
of its a¢tion were founded in.truth; for, if nature could 
not be roufed into re-action by the caufe already opprefl- 
ing her, and producing the difeafe, with what propriety 
could a medicine be exhibited to affift her, whofe exciting 
powers only arife from a fimilar indirect mode of opera- 
tion ¢’ 

The explanation of the effeéts of opium given in the fub- 
fequent pages is fo purely Brunonian, thatwe may juflly 
wonder’ at thofe pretenfions to novelty of. opinion which 
occur in the preface and intreduction to this book. To- 
ward the end of the chapter, are feveral well-contrived 
experiments, to fhew the analogy between volatile alkali, 
aleohol, electricity, and opium, in their effe€ls on the 
heait and blood-veffels of frogs. This analogy is abun- 
dantly firiking. 

The fubject of chap. ©. is, the pharmaceutical Treat- 
ment of Opium, and tts Use or Abufe in particular Difeafes. 
Dr. Crumpe confiders the method of purifying opium in the 
New London Pharmacopeia as highly objectionable, be- 
cauie the heat neceflary to drive off the great quantity of 
fpirit will diffipate the moft ative parts, and even render 
the firength of the extract variable. if opium muft be 
purified, (which Dr. Crumpe believes to be veedlefs,) he 
thinks it fhould be diffolved in an equal weight of proof 
fpirit, firained, andthen dried by a water-bath. 

From what has been faid, the imteiligent medical read- 
er will cafily diviue the dire@tions laid down in the fubfe- 
quent patt of this chapter, refpecting the ule of opium 
in difeafes, Except in fome cafes of gout, in which the 
author avows his uncertainty, he coincides very nearly in 
opinion with Dr. Brown in the principal particulars. 

It is fearcely neceflary to add that the prefent’ publica- 
tion feems to us to afford one of thofe very common inftan- 
cés, in which a young writer imprudently enflirges his 
book beyond his ftock of materials. We agree with one 
of Dr. C.'s friends, whofe opinion is quoted in the preface, 
that his reafonings are acute and his experiments well con- 
tiived. Could he have been perfuaded to comprefs his ob- 
fervations into the compats of 50 or 60 pages, it would 
lave been bettcr for himfelf and his readers. Not to en- 
farge on a topte when there ts nothing new {a fay, appears, 
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to be a rule equally. obvious and ‘proper :—but it is very 
rarely obferved whena phyfician, frefh from the fchoels, 
refolves to become a member. of the republic of letters: 
we imagine that we cannot better conlult the intereft of 
that republic, than by enforcing that rule whenever we 
find it materially violated. 





Art.1V. Proeve over het Patriotifmus; i.e. An Eflay on Pa- 
triotifm. By Henry Curistormer Atsaecut. Tranf- 
lated fromthe German. Vol.1. 8vo. pp. 360. Amiter- 
dam. 

H QU GH the gencral characters of virtue are uni- 

verfally known and acknowledged, yet there is fcarce- ° 
ly any thing in which men‘differ fo much as in their ef- 
timate of the moral worth of particular actions, efpecially 
of thofe which difplay an extraordinary degree of forti- 
tude and refolution. | This is the cafe with many inflan- 
ces of patriotifmand heroifm, which hiftorians have paint- 
ed with fuch {plendid colours as dazzle the intelleQua! 
eye, and mifead the judgment. The admiration of man- 
kind is certainly the tribute duc to worthy a@ions : but to} 
be really. ufeful to the interefts of virtue, it ought to be ac- 
companied by a well-founded eRcem. He, therefore, 
who accurately ditcriminates between great and gocd ac- 
tions; who firips the tormer of that falfe glare by which 
they are furrounded, and reprefents them in the true light; 
rio:ms,an effential fervice to the caufe of morality. 
his was admirably done by the late Dr. Hawkefworth, 
in one of the papers of the Adventurer, in which he drew. 

a parallel between Alexander the Great and a highway- 

mane. ‘ 

M, Atsrecnt, in the firft. part of the prefent effay, 
has attempted this tafk, but not, in our opinion,’ with 
equal fiucceis. ; : 

In his examination of the celebrated heroifm of Decius 
in devoting himfelf to the infernal gods,—he afks, what, 
was there fo admirable in this action ?—1]is hereifm in 
rufhing on certain death ?---His death was unaeceflary ; it 
was the refult of temporary madne{s, occafioned by a con- 
temptible {uperftition. If the freedom ef his country- 
men depended on his defiruction, they muft alicady have 
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been funken deeply in the moft-wretched flavery ; the war 
jtfelf. was.unjuft ; the adyantages which the conful, by this 
feif.devotion, procured tothe Romans, were net tuch ag 
@ wife man would have: withed them to poffefs; and te 
have cured, them of their ridiculous fuperftition would have 
been conferring a much more folid' and. laftiag benefit. 
With this action the compares that of Codrus, which 
he equally blames, as prompted by fimilar fuperflition and 
madnefs. we A 

Who does not fee, however, that this reafoning is very 
little to the purpofe.? We grant that a inoderaseneral, 
who, onthe authority of a vifion gr an oracle, fhould imi- 
tate the couducit of Decius or Cedrus, woul juftly be res 
garded as a madman:. but the cafe is widely different 
with refpeci to. the Greeks and Ropians, who’ were: per- 
fuaded oi, the truth of thefe pretended revelations. Though 
conviriced of the error of, their: principles, we cannot 
avoid admiring the difinteréfied Yacrifice of themfeives, 
in order to avert from their country What-they conceived to 
be the moft dreadful calamity... It is their; periuafion of 
thisy and,the confequent beneficent motive, by which we 
efinate the moral wort of the attjon' with regard tothe 
PRONG af Sih i : ons Diehl 

Ia the - fueceedigg chapter, the duthor makes fome,ob- 
fervatious ‘on. eivilization. and what.1s generally called 
heroifin, | which ate in, att inverfe rao of each -other; 
"i he:hereic ages were always thole of, ignorance and bars 
barifm;.and im fuch times alone, M. Arerecar days; 
could. the mad exploit of MugiusScaxvola have been ap- 
pleuded.-On the chara¢ter of Cincinnatus he abferves 
‘ whoever impartially confiders the whole of bis hifterywall 
not find the poverty of this patrician fo worthy of admira- 
tioff, and4vj|l nof wonder at the confidence which the fen- 
ate repeled in,him ig. creating him dictator; .the..whele 
tranfaction has notany thing in it which can be calleg@hpatris 
otifm ; unlefs party-fpirit is to pafs under that name, This 
is placing the matter inawrong light. What we admue in 
the charaéter of Cincinnatus is the infegrity as welhas the 
difinterefiednefs of a man in neceiiitous circumftances; 
who would not take advantage ef .the abiolute power with 
which he was'entrufted, to relieve his wants, and to re- 
cover a fortune confiftent with she rank which he held am 
the 
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the: républidg sand this admiration of him will remain; 
however we, may! blame thesoppreffive and unjuft conduct 
of the patrician:party to wivich ke belenged. ag 

We agree with dur author that the Roman hifiory, which 
is generally dneof thé firit readeby youth, is very partial- 
hy'written, and tends to inculcate wrong fentiments, both 
morai‘and political. Weare there taught to confound 
the improbable legends of fabulous antiquity withthe an- 
nals of hiftoric trath ; or as Livy expretles it, 'Waac dare 
ventam antiguitati, ut, mt/cendo humana divines, primor- 
aia urbium augufiora faciat: we there learn to vencrate 
the moft contémptible fuperfiition, ‘merely becaule it bas 
been handed down to!us adorned with the beauties of pde+ 
try ;. and we become accultomed to view as-a monument 
of political: wifdom, .one of the moft wretched. govern- 
ments that ever exiited; a-flate, in which nothing but 
external war+Couid prevent interndlcontention ; and in 
which the public welfare and the fafety of individuals were 
conitantly difturbed by the tyranny and ambition of the 
great, or the mad and ill-conducted, though jult, retent- 
ment of the lowérorders.. So much do we fulter this par- 
fiality to impofe dn us, that we talk of Roman liberty and 
Roman patriotiim, when,. if ‘we reflected, we thould fee 
that no people could be .more oppreffed ; and that the 
gtand objeét of their patriotifm-was the conqueft and plun- 
‘der of all within their reach. Similar objections may be 
urged againft. the hiftory of moft of the fates ‘of Greece ; 
and, for this reafon, ‘we think, they ought not to be fludied 
ill the judgment is fortified by found principles of morals 
and politics. In the meartime, it wereto be wifhed that we 
had fome work on ancient hiftory, in which theavthor, 
inttead of blindly following the legendary tales and adopt- 
ing the prejudices and errors of antiquity, would bring 
his dubject to the teft of true morals and politics; and 
.would teach youth to difcriminate between what is _proba- 
ble and“mprobable, and. todiltinguith geod actions from 
-fucwas can merely be reputed to be great, and are often 
deferving oi deteftation. Mid/ot’s work is one of the beft 
of this kind, but:does not come up to our idea, 

M. AtBreent very happily. illuftrates the diftinétion 
between great and good actions, by contrafting the charac- 
‘ter of Alexander the Great with that of M. Le Potvre; 
who, 
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who, about twenty years azo, was governor of the Hfle of 
Frances This gentleman enriched the ifland, over which 
he prefided, by introducing into it the culture of the bread- 
fruit, and of all the ufeful plants which he could cotlect 
from other countries ; among which were the clove and 
nutmeg trees: but, though he adorned and fertilized a 
barren {pot ; though the fruits of his labours will be reap- 
ed by generations yct unborn; his character and circum- 
flances will never attract general attention, becaufe they 
have too much fimplicity to excite that aftonifhment which 
magnifies its object, and which renders the deftructive and 
unjuft exploits of the Macedonian Monarch fo much ad- 
mired ; though, if weighed in the balance of reafon and 
philofophy, Le Poivre will appear the benetaétor, and 
Alexander the defolating fcourge, of his fellow-crea- 


tures. 


All fociety our author confiders as founded on that un« 
alterable condition of our exiftence, that, confidered as 
individuals, we are infuffcient for our own happinefs: 
the natural paffion of the fexes for each other, and for. the 
offspring which is the confequence of their union, we have 
in common with all other animals: but, in mankind, 
thefe paffions are ennobled by fentiments of permanent 
tendernefs and rational afte€tion ; and on thefe the love of 
our country is built. It will never be beft promoted by 
fictitious {plendours, and artificial gratifications, but by 
the tranquil enjoyments of domeftic life; and it will be 
found to prevail moft where thefe are moft generally and 
equally diffufed, and where fimplicity of manners pre- 
vents families from looking for happinefs beyond their. 
own fphere. 

Hence M. Atsrecnt concludes that a diflinon of 
ranks, or an hereditary nobility, is prejudicial to fenti- 
ments of true patriotifm: as tending to infpire the great 
with pride and vanity, and to degrade the lower orders, 
We cannot deny’ the juftice of his remarks with tefpe& to 
thofe countries in which nobility defcends to every indivi- 
dual of a family: but they cannot be applicd to Great 
Britain, where the title is limited to a fingle perfon. In 
England, patriotifm is not in danger fo much from the 
diftinction of different ranks, as from their bordering too 

clofely 
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eléfely on each other ; in confequence of which, individu- 
als become defirous of emulating, in fplendid appeatance 
and expenfive pleafures, the ranks immediately above 
them. What he advances concerning incorporated com- 
panies, taxes, éxcifes, arid ftanding armies, as prejudici- 
al to patriotifm, is abftraétedly juft. “We acknowledge 


that thefe aré evil§: but, in thé prefent circuinflances of © 


mankind, they are all, except perhaps the firft, evils which 
could not bé abolifhed withot inducing greater inconveni- 
ences. It fhould be rémeimbered that there is a difference 
between abftraét philofophy and praétical politics, fimilar 
to that between mathematical and phyfical poffibility ; and 
that thé’ theorift, who does not take into his calculation 
thofé.obftacles, which proceed from the nature of the ma- 
terials of which his machine muft be compofed, will al- 
ways be ate. in the refult of his Es. and, inftead 
of reaping the reward of ingenuity, will incur the blame 
of inconfideration. 7 | 

The author's remharks on the influence of religion on 
patrietifm are juft, fo far as they relate to an hierarchy, 
or to an eftablifhment of a particular fyftem of doétrinc, 
with exclufive civil privileges to its adherents: but what 
he advances on this fubje& te nomeansnew. He feems 
to think that the very fpirit of Chiriftianity terids to dimi- 
nifh that of patriotifin, It does indeed tend to deflroy 
that unjuft partiality to our country which would lead us 
to hate ‘all others, and to purfue national intereft at the 
expence of juftice and humanity ; and if this were patriot- 
ifm, it ‘would be happy for mankind if it were entirely 
agnihilated :—but the fpirit of the gofpel, which connects 
the love of our country with the love of mankind, and 
which “inftru€ts nations, as well as individuals, to act 
toward others as they would with others to aét toward 
them, is highly favourable to trie patriotifm, prevents it 
from being abufed as a motive to a vicious conduct and 
rendérs it a virtue of the greateft moral worth. 

In the remainder of this volume, the author has thrower 
together fome’ loofe thoughts on the feveral political con- 
ftitutions that have exifted in the world. In thofe on theo- 
cracy he appears to be no advocate for the Old Teftament, 
Vous. $s and 
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and mifreprefents the Jewifh government: but, on this 
head, he is very judiciguily anfwered by the Dutch tranf- 
lator, who has admirably pointed out and confuted his er- 
rors. ‘Lhis gentleman obterves that, if M. ALBREanT 
had refrained ‘from injudicious refleétions-on the Mofaical 
jaw, what he has {aid of theocracy might have been very 
juitly applied: to defpotifm. 

Of abfolute monarchy, the avthor declares that he thinks 
better than he otherwite fhould do, from a veneration for 
the memory of Cefar and Frederic. If this refpeét for - 
two individuals, from among all .the monarchs that have 
reigned, be his only reafon, we cannot avoid thinking it 
a very peor one; befides, Ceefar, if he means” Julius, 
could fcarcely be faid to have been a monarch. He far- 
ther obfervc ; that every nation muft have, and really has, 
a’ monarchial government, as long as the people do not un- 
derftand their own interefts, and are therefore unequal to 
the tafk of governing themfelves: but, as foon as they 
have acquired this knowledge, though tlie forms of abfo- 
lute monarchy may be preferved, the Spirit of itis abo- 
lithed. 

In his chapter on mixed governments, M. ALBRECHT 
betrays his ignorance of the Britith conftitution. Certain 
defeétsy which are faid to have crept into the adminiftra- 
tion of it, but which are contrary to the fpirit of the con- 
ftitution,—tuch as the venality of eleétors, the inequality 
of the reprefentation, and the influence of places and 

venfions,—are the firft objects which firike a foreigner, 
and lead him, without proper inquiry, precipitately to 


condemn the whole. In the chapter om republics, whigh o 


concludes this velume, we find fome good remarks on the 
caufes of the decline of moft of the republics of Aéurope. 
This decline the author afcribes to their inferiority to their 
neighbours, which obliges them to purfue a timid and fel- 
fifth caution: hence alfo they-are obliged te: buy the pro- 
teétion of others, and to hire armies for their defence, in- 
fiead of depending on their own efforts. | This naturally 
introduces a langour and want of energy ; the -people 
learn to confider the payment of money as their only duty 
_to their country ; their private intereft is their fole concern ; 

and they become'utterly infenfible to public fpizit. 
After 
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After having perufed*the volume before us, we own 
that we are aftonithed at the reputation which it has acqui- 
red on the Continent ; for, though it contains fome good 
obfervations, they are mixed with many extravagances ; 
and the reafoning is very far from being fo accurate as, in 
a work of this kind, we havea right to expect. 





Art. V. Redesoering over den imvloed der waare Verlichting, ©. 
i.e. A Difcourfe on the Influence of intellectual and moral 
- Improvement on the Happinefs of Women, and on Dometlic 
Felicity. Delivered in Amfterdam at the. General Meeting of 
the Society for promoting the Public Welfare. By Jacos 
KaNTELAAR. 8v0. pp. 92. Amfterdam, 
T HE object of this refpeétable fociety is to diffufe ufe- 
ful: knowledge among their countrymen ;. for whieh 
purpofe they have propofed prizes for the beft work on na- 
tional education, and for elementary books for the inftruc- 
tion of children, and of the lower claffes of people. At the 
genegal annual meeting, the prefident for the year pro- 
nounces a difcourfe on fome fubjeét analogous to the objeét 
of the fociety ; and M. Kantevaar, who filled this ofhce 
laft year, difcharged its cuftomary duty by delivering the 
oration before us. Hisdefign isto fhew that favage and 
uncivilized nations have no ideasof true conjual happinefs,; 
that among them the women are expofed to the moft barba- 
rous treatment; and that the condition of the fex is little 
better, and conjugal felicity feldom found among thofe na- 
tions that are corrupted by luxury and falfe refinement of 
anners. The fame contempt of the weaker fex, which 
makes the brutal’ favage treat his wifeasaflave, prompts 
the luxurious Eaftern tyrant to confider women. as defigned 
for no higher purpofe than merely to gratify his fenfual 
appetites; hence he deems them incapable of moral and 
intelle¢tual excellence, and knows no means Of preven- 
ting their affections from wandering to other objects, 
except imprifonment within the walls of his harem. A fimi- 
lar contempt of the fair. fex is gaining ground in fome 
of the more polithed natjons of Europe, and is ill con- 
cealed by the external appearance of refpect which cuf- 
tom enjoins: men foeafily find worthlefs objects for the 
temporary gtatification of paffon, without fubmittirg to 
the reftraints of an union for life, that they contract a 
dillike 
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diflike to marriage and a difrelifh for the tranquil enjoy 
ments of conjugal happinefs. Convenience, ambition aud 
the defire of wealth, inftead of rational affetion and eftcem, 
are in moft cafes the motives which induce men to enter in- 
to that important couneéction, on which the felicity of life de» 
pends; or, if any thing like perfonal regard fhould in- 
ipire them, itis frequently of that kind which does not long 
jurvive pofleflioon, and which generally terminates in indif- 
ference. The education and charaéter of women is, in moft 
cafes, determined by the tafte of our fex ; where that is frivo- 
lous and depraved, they waftetheir younger yearsin learning 
merely fhewy and nugatory accomplifhments, which give 
them a relith only for {plendour and amufement. The au- 
thor’s picture of the evils derived from thefe fources is pain- 
ted in ftrong colours : hut we fear that there are families in 
which it is unhappily realized. 
* In the clofe of his difcourfe, M. Kanreraar obferves 
that the only means of separ thefe evils are, as far as 
pofible, to introduce a greater fimplicity of manners. He 
does not mean ta countenance any fudden and violent al- 
teration, which, in the prefent circumftances of focicty, 
would be abfurd: but, he fays, much may be done by eve- 
ry individual, particularly in the culture of the rifing genera- 
tion. On this fubjeét he very affectionately and ferioufly 
addreffes the female part of his audience, efpecially thofe 
who are mothers, exhorting them to watch over the moral 
and intellectual improvement of their children ; to accuftom 
them early to plain and fimple modes of life ; and to prevent 
them from contracting estiticial wants, and an attachment 
to thofe unneceflary gratifications which may be injuri- 
ous to their future domeltic happinefs. 
The difcourfe is well written, and does honour to the 
literary abilitics as well ag to the good fenfe of the au- 
thor, 
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Aut. VL. La Revolution Frangsife a Gerdve, Se. i.e. "The 
French “Revolution at Geneva; an hiitorical and armor 
Pi@ture of the Condnét of France toward the Genevefe, from 
OStober 19% to Otober 1794- SvO. pp, 75- 25. Steril, 
Eimfley, London, 

T HIS little work confifts of three letters, which the 
+ author tells us were addreffed to an American, and 

were not intended for publication in this country, but are 

now fubmitted to the Britith reader by defire of fome p=r- 
fons who reprefented to him that the revolution of Geneva 
was effentially conneéted with the hiftory of the French 
revolution, and would ferve at once to charaéterize that 
event in the hiftory of mankind, and to fhew the confe- 
quences that may be naturally and probably expeéted from 
it. ’ 

In giving opinions on the tranfactions of Franée for 
laft five years, we have often experienced embarrafiment : 
it we difapproved of many circumftances which we found 
fanctioned by the new order of shines, ‘we might be. fufl- 
pected of a fecret attachment tg the old fyitem ; atid if we 
approved of them, we might, by our enthufiafm in the 
caute of freedom, become inftrumental in undermining 
the real interefts of our own country. We moft fincerely 

rejoiced in the emancipation of a vaft nation, which, by a 

great effert, had burft its chains, and afferted its civil 

rights ; we hailed with bleffings the decree by which the 

Frenel people, through the medium of their reprefenta- 

tives, renounced all ideas of offenfive wars, figmatizing 
fuch as fhould-be undertaken from motives of aggrandize- 
ment, and fan¢ctioning only thofe into which they fhould 
be forced by the neceflity of felf-defence. Such a decree 
was great, was godlike; but we were aware that it was by 
men that it was to be carried into execution ; and that the 
nature of man muft be regenerated, as well as his condi- 
tion in fociety, before he could be faid to be out of the 
reach of the influence which the paffions too commonly 
have on hisattions ;—therefore, though we admired the 
principle of the decree, we were not perfeétly at eafe on the 
icore of the praéfice that might follow it. We knew that 
he who is the moft profufe in profeflions of friendthip is 
not always the moft fincere ; and that, under declarations 
ef moderation, might poffibly lurk the feeds ef unbound- 


ed 
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ed ambition. We refolved, therefore, to keep a watchs 
ful eye on the conduct of France ; to applaud her when 
her meafures had a reference only to the maintenance of 
her own rights, to the avenging of her wrongs, and to 
the fupport of the conftitution which the fhould think pro- 
per to give to herfelf, and of the interefts of liberty in 
gencral: but we referved to ourfelves the right of found- 
ing the alarm, whenever we fhould perceive that the 
French were going beyond thefe bounds, and aiming at 
that which would be incompatible with the rights and in- 
terelts of other nations. Ofthis defeription we confidered 
their treatment of the republic of Geneva. 

That little ftate had not manifefted any fymptom of hof- 
tility to France; its government might furely. be deemed 
truly democratical, and fuch a legiflature might as furely 
have been deemed a popular one: but, democratical as it 
was, itappears that it was not fuficiently fo, while thofe 
who adminiflered it were not taken out of the moft inferi- 
or clafs of the community. In reality, the form of the 
eovernment was not fo much the object of the French ; 
ihey wanted, coul® gut coute, cither to get poffeffion of 
(Seneva, or to eftablith fuch an influence in it, as would 
b= to them of neatly the fame value as the abfolute poflef- 
fion of the fovereignty of that ftate :—for this’ purpofe, at 
a very early period after the abolitien of monarchy in 
France, they turned their moft ferious thoughts towards 
Geneva. Briffot’s party had laid it down as a fyft@M that 
the French republic could not be completely confolidated, 
if it were not girt round with a zone of republics; Savoy 
v'3é to enter into this vaft plan; Geneva was already mark- 
ed out as the capital of this new republican territory ; and 
the facrifice of its conftitution was to be the price of this 
new {pecies of favour. The government of, Geneva was 
very foon apprifed of the danger with which it was threat- 
ened, and immediately afterward applied to its old allies 
the Swifs for protection ; who inftantly difpatched 1600 
men to help the citizens to defend their eity.. It is evident 
that the precaution was not ufelefs; for, on the very day 
after Gen. Monte/quou entered he duchy of Savoy, he 
marched againft Geneva. His orders, which have fince 
been publithed, were peremptory and explicit ; they flated 

: that 
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tliat ‘* the poffeffion of that place was abjolutely neceflary , 
——to what? ‘Io the fecurity of liberty in France? No; 
and even that could not juftify the French in invading the 
territory of another tate, which had done nothing againft 
them :—but neceflary for fecuring the poffeffion of Savoy. 
Here let us fuppofe that the king of Sardinia had been an 
aggrefior, and had provoked the French to invade his 
dominions; it would then be allowed that his dutchy cf 
Savoy was conquered in a war begun by France on princi- 
ples ftriétly of. felf-defeace, and confequently in no de- 
gree militating againft the decree for renouncing all e/fen/ive 
wars :—but what fhall we fay when we find an unoflending 
neighbour invaded, and the conquelft of his country at~ 
tempted, on no other ground than this, that it would ferve 
to fecure a conqueft made om another power! On this 
principle, the Convention might go on and fay, *‘ with- 
out Genera we cannot keep Savoy ; without Switzerland 
we cannot keep Geneva ; without Swabia, the Tyrolefe, 
and Piedmont, we cannot keep Switzerland ; without the 
Milanefe we cannot keep Piedmont,” &c. Xe. | 
‘* You aretd enter Geneva, (faid General Monte/quiou's 
orders,) at albevents whether by fair means or by force, 
and carry away 20,000 ftands of ferviceable arms, — of 
which France at prefent is in-want.” The letter, which 
contained thefe orders, was written by the minifter of 
war, O&tober 3, 1792, and concluded in the following 
manner : “* Should it be. reprefented to you that thefe 
arms are.,wanted for the defence of the town,’ you will 
make the minds of the citizens eafy, by leaving them, 
according to your difcretion,, 4 or 5000 of your troops ; 
and thus you will make Geneva the bulwark of France.” 
We find that General Moute/guiow, having reafon to be 
convinced that, were he to fet about carrying his orders 
into execution, France would immediately be involved in 
a war with the Thirteen Cantons of Switzerland, wifely 
remonftrated againft a meafure that would produce fo great 
a misfortune. In confequence, the Executive Council re- 
voked its orders, and a treaty was concluded, by which 
the republic of Geneva promifed to difmifs the Swifs auxi- 
liaries; while the French, in return, bound themfelves 
io rempve their army to the diftance of feveral leagues 


from 
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from the Genevefe territory. The Executive Council, 
however, ftarted new difficulties, and refufed to ratify the 
treaty without the addition of fome frefh articles. Thefe 
articles were framed and fettled with Génet, the French 
agent: but to the aftonifhment of the Genevefe, they 
found that the NaTionat Convention fefufed to ratify 
the amended treaty, and decreed that General Monte/guiouw 
thould be arrefted for having betrayed, as it faid, the in- 
terefts of his country. In the moft imperious manner; 
France now infifted on the dnconditional difmiffion of the - 
Swifs auxiliaries !—Here was a tyranny-of the moft intos 
lerable nature ; for a fovereign ftate, and a popular one 


too, was threatened with deftruction, becaufe ithad pres 


fumed to ftrengthen the defence of its capital when two 
ftanding armies were in its neighbourhood, 

‘The Convention, no doubt, wanted to feize on Geneva; 
and was mortified that it fhotld have éfcaped the neceffity 
of admitting within its walls a French garrifon. That 
this was the cafe, our author fhews by a quotation from 
the articles of accufation exhibited in the Convention 

_againft General Monte/quiou; who was charged, among 
other things, with having ‘* fettered, before Geneva, the 
bravery of his foldiers, and tarnifhed the glory of the 
French name, by making with fome Genevete ariftocrats 
a capitulation fuch as a handful of Frenchmen had refufed 
to Brunfwick and his numerots cohorts.” 7 

That Geneva, when this attack on its independence 
was meditated, was a very democratic ftate, will appear 
from the following paflage # which we tranilate for the in- 
formation of fuch of our readers as may not have been ac« 
quainted with the then conftitution of that furprizing and 
iiluftrious little republic : : ? 

* Nothing appeared to be more difficult than to conceive 
how we could make our government more democratic thati 
it already was, to pleafe France ; for with us, our citizens 
in their General Affembly exercifed immediately, by 
themfelvés and in perfon, all the fovercign powets which 
the French on account of their immenfe numbérs, were 
obliged to delegate to their reprefentatives—«the Conven- 
tion. Unfortunately for us, the party, which had juit 
gained the afcendancy in this latter aflembly, was grecife- 


ly 
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iy that very one which had fucceeded in abolithing the 
diftin&tion between a@iwe and non-afive citizens, and 
confequently in répealing the Jaw Which admitted into 
civil and military employments fuch citizens only as had 
{ome property to defend ; a law founded on a principle fo 
wife and fo neceflary to the exiftence of order in focicty, 
and which, could it have been maintained by the people 
of property in France, would, no doubt, have peeved 
a great part of the fpoliations to which they have fince 
been expofed. The Briflotines, who found in our confti- 
tution this barrier, which they had jufl pulled down in 
their own, difcovered at the fame time the fide on which 
they could moft conveniently attack it. Finding that our 
conftitution admitted into, the Supreme Affembly only fuch 
of the Genevefe as had by themfelves or their ancettor. 
acquired the title of Cetezens, they loudly accufed it oi 
being nothing more than an hereditary and atiftocratic. 
body: but this afflembly was in reality fo far from being 
of this defcription, that it was compoied of nearly two- 
ihirds of the Gen¢vefe who were fathers of families ; and 
that for the.purpofe of gradually attachiag to it and afloci- 
ating the othe our laft popular laws had\fucceflively re- 
duced the conditions.of their perpetual admiffion to.a mere 
pecuniary contribution, payable only once, and fo fmal!, 
that is was far from affording, with, reipeé to the inde- 
pendence of their fortunes, the durable pledge whieh it is 
fo effential to require even from an elector, and ftill more 
{o from the members of a legiflative council.’ 

It is not our intention to follow this author through the 
melancholy detail of the events that took place at Geneva, 
after the French influence began to prevail there; fome 
paffages, however, we will felect ; becaufe they will affift 
our. readers to form an idea of the nature of .the revolution 
which was effected there, and of the dif ofition of thofe 
by whom it, was brought about. OF | 

‘ The powers of the (revolutionary) ¢ribunal having 
expired on 10th inft. (Aug. 1794,) it was obliged to put 
amend to its bloody feffions, but not till it had pafled, on 
503 perions, the following fentences : | 


* 
Vou. IL 2 ‘3 





124 The French Revolution at Geneva. 


‘ 37 were condemned to death, of whom 26 haying 
efcaped by flight, were conviéted of contumacy, 
and the property of all the 37 was dectared ‘to be 
confifeated. 

94 were banithed for life, and their property likewite 
confifcated. 
4 were banifhed for different terms of years. 
“4,264 were fenténced to ‘confinemént'in their own 
houfes for'different periods!’ * 
10 to imprifonment for life in the houfe of correfion. 
7 toa like imprifonment for different terms. 
“71 were ftripped of their employments or reprimand- — 
ed. : 
21 were acquitted. : 
508.” : 

It is to lie oliferved that this number of individuals, 
though large any where, was particularly fo at Geneva ; 
as. itamounted to rather more, than a 30th part of the popu- 
jation of the whcle republic; ‘and to more than a 15th of 
all the malés of all ages. 

Among thofe who ‘fuffered death on this océafion, was 
the worthy M. Prevoft; one of the moft zealous defenders 
of the people’s fights againft the proceedings of the Comte 
de Vergennes, when that minifter imipofed a new conftitu- 
tion on Geneva lefs démocratical than the preceding one 
and he was the firft magiftrate who had the'courage to pro- 
pofe the overthréw ot that conftitmion. 

‘ After havitig’ banifhed fome foldiers of the garrifon, 
wlio fiad the noble courage to tefufe to thoot the firft feven 
victims condemried to death, the tribunal fent four more 
to execution, three of ‘whom had filled ofhces of magiftra- 

One of them, M. Naoville, a man of diftinguithed 
talents, defended himfelf fo ably, that one of his judges, 
paffing fentence on him, faid to him, J have two conjci- 
ences, one of them acquits you, and the other condemns you, 
in order to fave the repudiic. The ‘republic will loofe'in 
me a great citizen, cooly replied the magiftrate; and this 
fingular and bold expreflion, fo detcriptive of histharaéter, 
was ftrictly true. When the judgment of the court. was 
pafled on Him, “I will now, ({aid he,) in my tyra, pro- 
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mnouce that which awaits. you and all. your, accomplices. 
When enriched by plunder,..and become abfolute mafters 
of the ftate, expect not to enjoy in peace the fruit of your 
crimes. , All the barriers that. you. have, broken down 
to arrive at defpotifm, will be alfo broken down for you. 
New faétions will {pring up inthe mid of your faction ; 
you will be engaged in a conftant ftruggle with each other 
for power. . Like tigers you united to catch your prey ; 
and like them you will {pill one another's blood in trying 
which fhall devour it.. . You will.thus become yourfeives 
the avengers of the fhades of your victims; but there will 
be this difference between.you and them, that your viClims 
will have ended their days withthe confolation of having 
a pure confcience, which raifes the foul so its cfeator ; 
end you Will die with hearts burfting with rage ; your exc- 
cution will be preceded by the moft galling ideas ; defpaix 
will rend. your feelings for, having imbrued your hands 
in innocent blood, and torture you with the dread of fall- 
ing into the abyfs dug with your own hands. . You will 
ie without daring to raife your eyes toward heaven,” 
This gentleman,.in his,moft able defence, (which has 
fince been publifhed in Switzerland,). thus nobly addrefied 
his judges; , .- e's a 
- ** Who are you,.. who.claim.a right to. fit in judgment 
on me? I fee none here but ufurpers! After the deftruc- 
tion of the lawful authority. of the magiftrates in 1592, 
you had created other laws, other public functions: and 
you have now oyerturned with your own hands alfo this 
new political order of things, for the purpofe of feating 
yourfelves in a court of. profcriptions, already ftained 
with many murders. . Will youdare to mgintain that you 
at by virtue of the fovereignty of the, people? If you 
confider them as fovereign, would you not have taken the 
precaution of aflembling the inhabitants of the territory, 
without diftinétion. of party or opinion; If you were the 
organ of the real will of the people, would you not have 
removed from this aflembly all the means of terzor which 
you. empha to obitruct ths tree expreffigon of their wilh- 
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Art. VII. Au Iuguiry into the Medical Efficacy of a new Species 
of Peruvian Bark, \ately imported into this Country under the 
ame of Yellow Bark: including praétical Obfervations re. 
fpecting the Choice of Bark in gensral. By John Relph, 
M. D. Phyfician to Guy’s Hofpital, 8ve. pp. 177. 35 
Sterl, . Boards. Phillips, &c, 
re HOU GH amattentive obferver of /afhtons in medi- 
cine will be difpofed to liften with prudent fcepticifm 
to the praifes of any new article of materia medica; yet, 
as there is no reafon to doubt that the ftores of nature con- 
tain many fubftances of great efficacy in the cure of dif- 
eafes, with which we are at prefent unacquainted, every 
liberal well-wifher to the improvement of the art will 
beftow a candid attention on all fuch attempts to open 
thefe ftores, as are fupported by refpectable guthority, 
Notwithftanding, therefore, that there may appear fome- 
thing whimfical in the thifting eftimate of that capital drug, 
Peruvian Bark, from pale to red, and from red to yellew, 
yet, if the latter colour really be found to difcriminate a 
fpecies of fuperior value, we are obliged to the diligent 
inquirer who afcertains and points out the circumftance. 

The writer of the prefent work introduces his account 
of the yellow bark by a-compilation (perhaps more pro- 
lix than was neceflary,) of what is found in different au- 
thors, refpecting the different fpecies and varieties of the 
Quinquina; in all which he difcovers no traces of the 
kind in queftion, except wh the account given by Murray, 
in his Apparatus Medicam. Vot. VI.* of what he terms 
Cortex Chine regius, feu flavus. This appears ‘to be, 
in faét,-the fame with the yellow bark lately introduced 
into this country, and which Dr. R. thus deferibes : 

* This Bark, though denominated yellow, is only to 
be underftood as approaching nearer to that colour, than 
any other fpecies of Peruvian Bark, imported’ into this 
country, efpecially whén reduced to powder. It confifts 
of flattifh irregular pieces, of a cinnamon colour, inclin- 
ingto red, and having in certain dire€lions of the light, 
a peculiar fparkling appearance on the furface. ‘They are 
very generally divefted of the cuticle, of a fibrous texture, 
dry,-and rigid tothe feel, and eafily rubbed into powder 
between the fingers and thumb; neither remarkably 
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weighty ner the contrary, They have little odour, but to 
the tafte maniteft intenfe bitternefs, with a modetate fhare 
of aftringency, together with a certain favour correfpond- 
ing unequivocally to, thofe, of the. Cinckona ofhcinalis. 
‘Lhe external furface of this b.rk, is‘of a fomewhat deep- 
er colour than that of the internal, and in fome {pecunens 
it is as deep as that of the red Barke. “Lhe pieces. vary 
much in fize; fome are about two inches and a half in 
length, an inch.in breadth, and the fixth of an ipch in 
thicknefs ; while others are fiiull {maller, and fome are to 
be found from. twelve to eighteen inches in length, with 
the breadth and thicknefs in proportion... L have alfo feen 
whole chefts of this bark, the pieces. of which were near- 
ly cylindrical, and as completely covered, with outer, coat, 
as the moft perfect fpecimens.of commen Bark, The, 
epidermis. of the large pieces of the yellow Bark, is of a 
reddifh brown. colour, rough, and of a fomewhat ipongy 
texture; but that ef the {maller picces is of a grey. colour, 
harder, and much more compact.’ 

~ We have no certain information in what part of. Spanith, 
America the fpecies of Cinchona, . preducing this bark, 
grows + but there is reafon to imagine that it is in the in- 
terior regions, at a great diftance from Lima; and there= 
fore its price muft always be greater than that of the com- 


mon forts. , 

A curious and interefling part, of, the prefent work. is. 
taken up with.a pharmaceutical examination of this article, 
communicated by Mr Babington of Guy’s pice mo well 
known as an accurate chemill. By all the, trials with dif- 
ferent menftrua, the bitterneis of the yellow bask appear~ 
ed to be much more intenfe than that of the other kinds, 
and of fo fixed a.nature as fcarcely to be exhauftible by wa- 
tery liquors. Its aftringency, likewile, was fuperior to 
that of the others; but ats flavour was lefs; and Mr. B, 
is difpofed to concur in an opinion of Dr. Smith, that the 
odour of Peruvian. Bark is little conneéted with its ative 
qualities, and probably refides in the mofly, vegetation 
with which it is ufually covered, or in theyepidermis, ra- 
ther than inthe interior and efficacious oth. The watery 


extract of the yellow Bark was foinewhat more copious 
. than 
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than that of the red, and greatly more fo than that of the’ 


common fort. 


‘The refinous extract of the yellow bark was in much . 


larger proportion than that of the two others. 

‘Thele chemical tefts of its fuperiority are confirmed by 
the proofs of its fuperior medica! virtue, attefted by Dr. 
Kelph, by his célleagues at the hofpital, and by various 
correipondents. : 

With refpeét to the obfervations made by the author as 
to the modes of exhibiting it, and to the cafes in which it 
is proper, we think it vnneceflary for us to enter into par- 
ticulars. It feems‘enough to fay that wherever and in 
whatever manner the red or common bark is given, the 
vellow bark may: be. fubftituted with a chance of greater 
cficacy.: Jt remains, it poffible, to fecure a regular fup- 
ply of this drug, in its genuine and perfect ftate,—that it 
may not, by adulterations and fophiftications, lofe that 
chara¢ter to which it feems juftly entitled ; which appears, 
iu a great meafure, to have beesi-the cafe with the fo much 
extolled red bark. ! 





7 — ; — 


Arr. VIUT. «Phe Poetical Works ‘cf Fobn Milton.’ With a 
Life of the Author by William Hayley. -VolvI. Folio. pp, 
390. 4i. 4s. Sterl. Boards, Boydell and Nicol. 

T HOUGH the memory of few authors has received 

“the horhage Of more biographical tributes than that of 
Milton, yet the public will »~probably think themfelves 
obliged to the fpirited undertakers of the prefent {plendid, 
edition of his poetical works, for having engaged a Wri- 
ter fo jultiy efteemed as Mr. Hayley, to compofe a new 
lifeof that “* immortal man,” who was the glory of his 
age and country! Thofe, too, who cherith with peculiar 
regard the remembranée of Milton as a patriot, as well 
as a pott, will rejoice in the profpect of his recovering, 
from the juftice of a biographer congenial with him in 
inanly and liberatfentiments, that moral lultre bf charace 
ter which it was fo manifeftly the aim of bis daft prejudiced, 


though able, biographer to fully and obfcure. Nor will 


they be difappointed ; fince it has been, according to Mr, 
17.’s own declaration, his chief purpofe to give fuch a de- 
lineation 
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lineation of Milton’s life.as might ‘ rather make him more 
beloved than more admired ;’ and fince nothing can furpafs 
the folicitude with which he has attempted to obliterate 
every moral ftzin, and to exhibit him as jo lefs a mo- 
del of fuperor victue than an example of unrivalled ge- 
nius. 

It is, indeed difficult for a writer fetting out with fuch 2 
defign not to deviate from the path of the fair and judici- 
ous biographer, inte that of the partial apologift and pa- 
niegyrit; nor, perhaps will Mr. H. be altogether acquitt- 
ed, even by the beft friends of Milton, of the charge of 
having indulged fuch adeviation. From the warm admi- 
rers of Dr. Tohnfon he may expeét, too, a ftill feverer 
charge; that of being an intemperate cenfurer. He; 
however, who violates candour in his treatment of others, 
has litttle right to expect that the rules of candour will 
always be fcrupuloufly obferved towards himfelf; and the 
indignation of generofity is more exctifable than that of 
party. 

‘Two principal attacks have been made by Joknfon and 
others on the moral charaéter of Milton ; that of auflerity 
and unamiablenefs of temper, and that of politica! profti- 
tutions Thefe, accordingly, are the accufations which 
his prefent biographer particularly labours to repel. With 
refpeét to the firft, he begins with an attempt to illuftrate 
the poet’s native difpofition from the fpirit of his juvenile 
compofitions, efpecially in the Latin and Italian languages ; 
and in thefe there is nothing of fuavity, kindnefs, fenfibi-+ 
lity, filial and friendly affection, gratitude, and allthe gentle 
and benignantemotionsof the mind, which Mr. Hayley does 
not deduce in their higheft pétfeGtion to decotate his hero. 
Though, from the facility with which Milton contracted 
friendfhips with many amiable and eftimable characters, 
we are convinced that he himfelf muft have a spearéd in the 
light of an amiable as well as an extraordinary youth, yet 
we own that we-are furprized to find Mr. Hayley, himfeif a 
poet, laying fo much ftrefs on the poetical fentiments 
which a youth of warm imagination, and of great reading, 
could not but find ready for ufe on every occafion, whether 


real or fidtitious. If it bea juft remark (as we believe it is,) 


that even the letters called familiar of a weiter by profef- 
fion 
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fion are little to be regarded as tranfcripts of his genuine , 
feclings, how much lefs can we depend on poétical and 
complimentary eftufions, which call fiction to their aid in 
‘the firlt procéds of their formation? ‘Is'it poffible that Mr. 
H.can ferioufly adduce, as an inflance of a firf? paffiion, 
an Ovidian elegy, in which the young copyitt defcribesy, 
in the moft ingenious ternis that he could find the impref- 
fion made on his heart by a fudden view of fome unknowh 
fair? Is the followiug line that of one who felt the pafiion 
which he paints? 
Findor, et hec vemanet ; fequituy part altera votum. 

It feems to be more evinced, by thefe early difplays of 
the fentiments of Milton, that he poffeffed a native eieva~ 
tion of foul, a-warm admiration of fuperior excellence, 
and a kind of prophetic breathing after that high fame 
which he afterward attained, Yet, with refpect to this 
laft, we would not decidedly view it as a charatteriftic 
reature of his mind ; fince equally bold anticipations and 
cager afpirations may be found in the early produétions of 
much inferior geniufes, to whom the practice of antiquity 
had given amedel of thought and expreffion. 

It is not our intention to follow the footfteps of the bie- 
gtapher through this part. of his performance. We hall 
briefly obferve that, with much elegant ingenuity, and an 
amiable ardour in favour of his great fubject, he does indeed 
fuecefsfully countera¢t many of the malignant remarks 
made by the Tory biographer; yet fometimes, by ovér- 
{trained comments, far-fetched fuppofitions, and amplifi- 
cation of trivial circumftances, Mr. H. weakens the confi- 
dence, which we fhould defisé to place on his fagacitv and 
love of truth. If a man were always allowed to be the 
expofitor of his'own actions and their motives, who would 
ever appear criminal ? 

With refpect to the fide which’ Milton took during the 
troublesof his country, all apology mult be either unnecef- 
fary or ufelefs. ‘They who deteit him as a rebel to his: 
king, and they whorevere him as the champion of liberty, 
will continue to feel as they, have begun, unlefs their own 
political opinionsalter, The charge of deferting his prin- 
ciples, however, and of flattering an ufurper, certainly. 
requires a refutation from thofe who would vindicate his 
moral 
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moral excellence. » This Mr. Hayley has attempted, but, 
we fear, with more ingenuity than folidity. *The defence 
is built partly on Milton’s poetical caft of amind, difpo-- 
fing him to view things through the medium of the imgina- 
tion, and partly on the profound .hypocrify by which 
Cromwell difguifed his a€tions but Milton was at that 
time much more a profe writer than a poet, and the’ nott 
oiinolions paflage refpecting Cromwell is in Latin profe ; 
and if after Cromwell’s attairiment of the protectorate, Mil- 
ton was unable to {ee into his real character, we can only 
defend his finceritg at the expence of his difcernment. 
The indecegt acrimony with which Milton carried on 
his literary controverfies is in part jultly imputed to the 
fpiritof the times; yet we confefls that it leaves on our 
minds fome impreffion of a naturally ftern and anoroje 
fpirit; nor, in the family difagreements in which it was 
his misfortune to be involved, are we prepared to conclude 
with Mr. H. that he was always and entirely in the right, 
and never provoked the want of affection and gratitude 
which he experiénced. Many excufes, indeed, may be 
made for him. His blindnefs wauld naturally inculcate 
tufpicion ; while his change of fortune, and the narrow- 
nefs-of his circumftances, might produce rigour and’parfi- 
mony. After, all, is it mecefary that the ferious, the 
learned, the lofty, the fublime Milton, the fevere difci« 
plinarian, the zealous champion,—in fine, the writer of 
Paradife Loft, thould be the moft amiable of mankind ? 
Is fuch an union of qualities probable? We acknowledge 
that, under the delicate Varnifh with which his portrait is 
giofled by the foftening bruth af his prefent .biographer, 
we fcarcely diftinguifh its bold and prominent features. 
That he was a man of high virtue and principle, of very 
few failings in public or weaknefles in private life, we are 
. well convinced ; aud the more from reading this fpirited 
and elegant triute to his memory : but he had acharader, 
—and a€ter can fcarcely be faid to fubfift in an accu- — 
mulation of ail human exceilences. 7 
The following liberal paflage, which we fhall tranféribe 
as a fpecimen of the ftyle and {pirit of this work, admits 
an exception to that gentlenefs and mildnefs of temper 
- Vou. Il. U which 
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which, in general, the writer wifhes to-reprefent as cha~ 
sedate of Milton : 

The ttrength and the aeutenefs of fenfation, which 
pit confiitute genius, have a great tendency to produe 
virulence, if the mind isnot perpetually on its quard againft 
that fubtle, infinuating, and corrofive paftion, hatred againit 
all.whofe opinions are oppofite to our owns. Johnfon pro-’ 
tefled in one of -his letters, to:love @ good hater; and in 
thé Latin corretpondence of Milton, there are words tha 
imply a fimilarity ot fentiment ; they both. thought there 
might be a fanétifed bitternefs, to ufe an expreflion cf 
Milton, towards political and religious opponents. \: Yct 
furcly thefe two devout’men were both wrong, and both 
in fome degree unchriftiaw, in this principle. ‘To what 
fingular iniquities ef judgment fuch a principle may lead, 
we might perhaps have had a moft firiking. and a doul le 
poof, “had it been potlible for thefe two epergetic writers 
to exhivit alternately a portrait of each other. Milton, 
adorned with every graceful endowment, highly and holilyv 
accomplifhed as hewas, appears, in the dark colouring of 
Johnion, a moft. unamiable being ; but conid. he evilit 
earth in his:moral charaéter; with a with to retaliate, what 
a picture might be drawn: by that fublime and offended 
genius, of the great moralift who has treated him with 
juch excefs of-aiperity! | ‘The paflions are powertul Colour- 
iis, and marvellous adepts in the art of exaggetation ; but 
the. portraits executed by Jove (famous as he is for overs 
charging them) are infinitely more faithful to, nature, than 
gloomy. tketches from the heavy Nand of hatred; a paffion 
not tobe trufted or indulged, even,in minds of the 
higheft purity and power, fmce hatred, though it may en- 
ter the field of conteft under the banners oi juhice; yet 
generally becomes io blind and outrageous from the heat 
of. contention, as to execute, in the name of virtue, tlie 
worlt purpotes.of viee. | Hence ariles thati/pecies of ca- 
lumny the moft to be regretted, the calumny. lavithed by: 
nien of talents and worth.on their om or their fuperiors, 
whom thev have rathly or blindly hated for a difference of 
opinion. To fuch hatred the fervid aud oppofite characters, 
who gave rile to this obfervation, were both more inclined 
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perhaps by nature, and by habit, than Chriftianity can 
allow.’ 

Of the apologetical paffages, we think that tLe following 

is one of the molt juft and happy. It is in, an{wer to 
Johnfon’s affertion that the predominant defire of Milton 
may be fufpected te have been ragher-todefiroy than to 
eftablith, and that he felt not fo much the love: of liberty, 
as repugnance to authority : ‘ 
—Such a fafpicion {fays M. H.) may indeed be harboured by 
political rancour, but it mult be in direct oppofition to juitice and 
truth; for of all men who have written and acted in the fervice 
of liberty, there is no individual who has proved more com- 
pletely, both by his language and his life, that he made a pér- 
fect difinétion between liberty and licentioufnefs, No human 
{pirit could be more fincerely a lover of juit and bentScent au- 
thority, for no man delighted more in peace and order, no man 
has written more eloquently. in their praife, or given fublimer 
proofs ef his own perfonal attachment to them, .by che regulation 
‘ef hss own orderly and peacetul ftudics. At he hated power, as 
Johnfon afferts, in every eltablifhed torm, he-hated not its falu- 
tary influence, but its pernicious exertions. _ Vchement as he 
oceafionally was.againt kings and prelates, he {poke of the fee- 
taries with equal indignation and abhorrence, when they alfo be- 
came the agents of perfecution; and as he had: fully feen, and 
very forcibly expofed, the grofs failings of republican reformers, 
had his life been exténded long enough to witnefs the revolution, 
which he might have beheld, without fuffering the decrepirude 
or imbecility of extreme old age, ‘he would probably have exulr- 
‘ed as warmly.as the ftauncheft friend of-our prefent confiitution 
can exult, in that temperate and happy reformation of monarchi- 
cal enormitiés.’ . " 

We may-add that fimilar calumnies, raifed again{t the 
foes of abufed or.ufurped power in the preient day, admit, 
to our certaip knowledge, in many jnitances, a fmilar.ree 
futation. 

This life of Milton is of confiderable extent, and is ob- 
vioully intended to be full and complete asa biography of 
the poet, though notas. a. critical dilleriation on lis pro- 
duétions. Of matter of this kind there is little, belides 
fome remarks in defence of the plan of Paradife, Regained, 
and of the. poetical language aad verfification of Milton. 
Some largé quotations from the Latin. poms of the author 
are occafionally, introduced, chiefly by way of moral il- 

luftration 
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luftration, to which Mr. Cowper has permitted his friend 
to annex tranfiations borrowed from,a verfion of ,all thofe 
pieces, w hich, judging from the fpecimens, we fhould be 
-happy to announce to our readers. 

Three fine’ portraits, referring to different “ftages of 
Milton’s life, are gives with thefe memoirs. 

The firit fix books of Paradife Loft occur in this volume, 
to which are prefixed elegant frontifpieces engraven by 
Simon, Earlom, and Schiavonetti, from the defigns of 
Weftall. (fo charaQterize the typographical magnifi- 
cence of the work, we necd only fay that it is from Bul- 
mer’s preis. 
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Art. IX. Lectures ou Elecricits. By G.4, Morgan. 32 me. 
2 Vols. pp. 784.' 108. 6d. Sterl. Boards, Johnfon, 1794- 
T is a queltion whether the eager.paflion for accumula. 
ting expe: iyments in the popular branches of natural 

philofophy be, onthe whole, favourable to the advance- 

peut of genuine {cience. The tedious refearch is zpt jo 
degener ate into mechanical labour; the memory and 
imagination only are employed ; and the fublime faculty 
oi reafon, from the want of St exercife, remains feebla 
and contraéted, ready.to adopt any fuperficial hypethefis. 

Experiment is intenc ed totharpen and extend the indica- 

tions of the fenfes, gnd to furnifh materials for the exclu- 

five application of the ‘iunderitanding. In theeftimation of 

the true philofopher, a tew fimple—perhaps neglected— . 

but diftinct—appearances have more value than a multi- 

tude of recondite fas extorted from nature . by artificial’ 
combinations. “When the powers of the mind are thus con- 
centrated, they act with their full energy and effect.— 

Mere experimenters bewilder. themfelves with thofe meta- 

phyfical prejudices, which arife from our early and ha- 

bitual attention to materia! objeéts. ° Of caufation the moft 
inaccurate conceptions are ‘frequently entertained, which 
influence the general train of fpeculation. The prefent 
fyftem of things refults-from the arbitrary appointment of 
the Supreme Architeét ; and it is the bufinefs of the philo- 
¥ opher to difcover, at leaft to approach, thofe laws or ul- 

imate facts which connect the vaTious changes 1 in the uns- 
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verfe :—nor will he plunge into obfcurity by employing the 
agency of fubtle matter, which eludes the grafp- of the 
fenfes, and derives all ats properties from the creative power 
of fancy. 

Such refle&tions are peculiarly applicable to the prefent 
ftate of electricity. Scarcely was the empire of reafon refto- 
red, and the principles of found philofophy diffufed over 
Europe, when a new and brilliant fcene of difeovery opened 
to view. Men were delighted, aftonithed ! they trod ina 
fairy-land ; and, after the_firft tranfports of admiration 
were fubfided, the explication of the phenomena feemed 
go mock the fober efforts of the underfianding. Herice 
that charming fcience has generally been neglected, as 
trivial or unprofitable, by the more profound philofophers 56 
{t has become the favourite department of tuperficial in- 
quiries, who amufe their leifure or exercife their ingenuity 
by varying the appearances, or hy inventing plauhible 
hypotheTes. Our jentiments en 1 fubject coincide with 
thofe of Mr. Morgan: 

- © Eletricity isin its infamtine ftate. Its language is im- 
perfect and obfcure. Its appearances are moft frequently 
difplayed to amufe the fenfes, or to aftonifh the ignorant, 
The empiric or the itinerant only obtrude it ugon the eyes 
of the world, and it is known by philofophers only asa 
curious detail of facts, infulated by yé vee perties, 
and confufed, owing toa want of a t or reference 
to general princip! ese In fhort, oleetricity is confidered 
as deftitute of all ftimulants, either to provoke our vanity, 
orto inflame our ambition. For this reafon, itis rarely 
made an object of eager and cpmiplete attention, or of 
thar perfevering activity by which alone it can rile to its. 
proper confequence and maturity.’ 
_ ‘The author’s fuccefs does not wholly correfpond, 
however, with the ardour of his expectations. _ He appears 
to poffe(s more vigour than correctnefs of conception. Had 
bis fagacity the abfolute government of his fancy, had his 
caution always equalled his indufiry, he might perhaps 
have effeéted a memorable revolution in eleétrical fcience. 
Witha tone of dogmatifm, he too frequently rejets one 
hypothefis only to frame another ; and he.feems contented 
if, by the helpof metaphorical language, he can picture ta 
the, 
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the imacination fome diftant refemblance to the phenome, 
non fubmitted.to inquiry. His theories feldom arife out of 
the facts ;/ and what appears tobe an affeétation of fimpli- 
city has led him into a labyriuth of difhcultics. Having 
appropriated, poflibly without duc .examination certain 
elementary principles, he labours ftrenuoufly to extend 
them ; and, in the profecution of this view, he féruples 
not to employgvarious modifications and even'to adopt auxs 
iliary applic: ations = hence that ob{curity both. in thonght 
and expreffion which pervades the theoretical part of the 
work. ’ 

W hile we cenfure the ceneral execution of this treatife 
however, we mu{t applaud its ingenuity, It is qiaguil - 
ei from ordinary performances by an originality in the 
arrangementand feledtion of the meterials. Principles are 
mote kept in view ; feveral curious. refearches are inflitu- 
ted and new anftruments exhibited g arid that idle col- 
i¢ction of experiments, calgulated merely for amufement, 
is altogether omitted. —The fpirit of innovation is aniver- 
jally beneficial. Ewefy attempt to...fhake. the blind 
acquiefcence. in fafhionable fyflems excites ingyiry, and 
prepares at a diftance.the eflablifhment of wuth. 

In reviewing this work, wewill pot attempt to. corre@t 
ay errors int, which. the author -may have. fallen, nor to 
place the’: iMelonable points ina clear light. The exp: 
yiments and obférvatiens, which it is eur, fortune to aif 
imade in electricity, would pofkh! ly exhibit this fcience 
ander a new afpect :—hutito explain out leas fully would 
lead ws into difeuffions foreign te the mature of our work, 
and bevond its baeundaries.. We fhall, thetefore ufe the 
ordinary lancuage af eleOicians. 

The introductory lecture is written with fpirit, and con- 
#21a6 fentimenits nlite flections calculated to roule the atten. 
tion of the fudent. Mr. Morgan deferthes:the origin of 
arhficial eleAlricity, difcriminates its.eflects, -cflim: ates the 
extent nad law of its influenee, and hints ata, general the- 
éive ‘He next explains the elementary apparatus, and 
confiders fully the qualities of the electric fpark. The 
4 propertic s of the Leyden jar, and the varieties in the ap- 
‘pearaiices atifmg from the different. forms. of the veffel, 
ting, andfrom the nature of the 
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dit charging rod, are difcuffed at confiderable length. Ov. 
this important dubject, he introduc es fome refinements of 
the conimon thesty- The princtp!es advanced are hike- 
wife extended to the E leétrophonis ‘antl Doubler. The 
nature of electrical ligkt is then confidered with much 
accufacy, and feveral new and interétting obiervations are 
detailed. ‘ 

The iecond volume commences with an inqu ry Coni- 
cerning the conducting power of bodies. This isdetermin- 
edin five different ways, but not with fulficient pFeciuor. 
Some ¢omplex inftruments are emploved inthe fetearch. 
The fubllances examined'are particularly water, alcoho!, 
the oils, the acids, the gates; aifo lat, fulphur, oats, 
lignum vite, charcoal, and the metais. The ‘theoretical 
explanation follows. “ 

The exiftence of an ele€tric fluid “has generally: been 
taken for granted.  Tifis tundamental principle Mr. Mor- 
gan attenpts to derionftrate, ‘and he conceives that the 
ftriking etteéts exhibited: on bodies under the Deby, in- 
fluence afford indubitable evidence of the prefence of fome 
corporeal agente We canmot admit the legitimacy of this 
arguments As well might’he conclude that the pheeno- 
mena ofgravitation andmagnetifm are produced by ceriain 
fubtle intermedia ; nay; that the communication of mo- 
tion from one body to another is performed by the opera- 
tion of a peculiar etherial aura -—but how much foever 
we refine on the fenfes, the agenfis ftill material ; and 
the real difficulty, we fhould fay impoffibility , Of accoun- 
ting for the origin Or continuance of motion fubfifis in its 
full force. 

It is cutious to’ obferve the efforts made in different 
periods of fociety to emerge from fenfible objeéts, in order 
to attain an adequate idea of mind. The conceptions 
were ufually borrowed from thofe material, but almoit in- 
vifible and ititangible, fubftances which we recognize prin- 
cipally from their effe&s. In’ the ancient languages, the 
terms which denote ‘mind primarily fignified a wid or 
breathing. The fame ejudice, the fame darknefs of ap- 
prehenfion, has directed the views of modern electricians. 
At the fame time that they reprefent their datling fluid as 
material, they afcribe to it all the Qualities ef mind ; ari 
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not of that lower {pecies of mind, the fource of animatiort) 
but of that fublime principle endowed with the fenfitive 
and rational faculties. ‘The eleétric fluid is capable of 
volition and reflection; nay, it decides with infallible 
certainty. Yet it isnot altogether exempt from caprices ; 
it has certain antipathies and predilections. ‘ The fluid 
‘ choofes that channel which affords the cafe? paflage.’ DP. 
211. vol. ii.—* When it finds too much refiflance in the 
{pace adjacent, it makes an effort to /ecure other paflages.’ 
P, 78. val. iie While fuch language is vfed in thefe en- 
lightened times, let us not caft any reproach on the puerile 
fubtleties of Ariftotle and-the myftic dreams of Plato. 

Mr. Morgan conteives friction to be nothing but fuccef- 
five preffure, amd fuppofes the extrication of the electric 
fluid tobe produced by the approximation of the particles 
of bodies, in the fame manner asheat is generated in che- 
mical mixtures. This reprefentatign fecms neither corre¢t 
nor fatisfactory. Repeated application of preflure differs 
from friction in being unattented by that general tremor 
whiclyis probably moft effential. Befides, if this were the 
true explication, the electricity would proceed from both 
‘the fubftances rubbed againft each other; which is con- 
trary to fact, fince thefe are invariably found to be in op- 
pofite ftates. The figns of eleétricity difcevered in eva 
poration are not owing to the union or Contraét of the 
aqueous and aerial particles, as our author imagines ; for 
the converfion of water into pure fteam, by boiling, atfords 
the fame appearances. In all the chemical combinations 
there is not merely a condesfifation ; a total change takes 
place in the internal ftru€ture, 

Mr. Morgan would fain banifh repulfion from the 
fcience of Electricity. He even endeavours to reduce the 
phenomena under the general laws of gravitation. Pre- 
pofterous attempt ! While the eleétric fluid is leaving the 
filken thread, it carries the thread to which it is attached 
towards the excited furface : but. when the filken. thread 
receives the fluid, it is apparently repelled by the excited 
furface ; for the courfe of the fluid is then into the furroun- 
ding air, and confequently its dire€tion becomes the di- 
rection of the thread.’ (p. 33, vol..i.) We confeis it is 
not very cafy tocomprehend the author's meaning. Suppofe 
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a piece of glafs, which Mr. Morgan admits. to. be imper- 
vious to the ele&tric fluid, were imterpofé@y between the 
thread and the excited fubftance : according to this theo-~ 
ry, there could then exift‘neither attraction nor repulfion. 
Moreover, we fhould be drawn into this paradoxical con- 
clufion, that the force, ‘with which ele€trifed bodies at- 
tract or repel each other, is propoftional to the rapidity 
of the difftpation of their contained fluid. Another con- 
fequence of this pofition fill more extraordinary is, that, 
ifthe two bodies were equally ele¢tritied, the one would 
recede as faft as the other approdched..—We have beftow- 
ed more words “than the occafion deferves, did it not illuf- 
trate the extreme avidity with which Mr. Morgan propotes 
fuperficial hy pothefes. 

Our author afferts *that conductors only tran/mit the 
electric fluid, but are incapable of contatnng it, T hey de- 
pofit what they recefve on the furrounding air, and, .as 
occafion offers, difcharge it inftantaneoufly. Were this 
opinion adopted, it would eftablith an abfolute difcri- 
inination, which does not feém to o tain between conduc- 
tors and electrics. What thould we make of thofe fubftan- 
ces termed imperfett conductors? By what power is the 
charged air detained on the furface of conduétors ? Metal- 
lic balls can be eleétrifiéd in vacuo equally as in air; 
which affords a decifive argument againit the opinion ad- 
vanced. 

The mode in which'the force of attraction (the only 
force which he vouchfafes’ to allow) operates, when elec- 
trics are charged, is capable, in Mr. Morgan’s opinion, 
of an eafy explanation. Unfortunately, this explanation 
appears fomewhat unintelligible. That the'eleétric fluid is 
attracted differently by the external and internal portions of 
a homogeneous “fubftance, will not readily be granted. 
When he talks of a force rendered active by the abfence 
of the particles on whichit was exerted, we Jook insvain 
for metaphyfical accuracys “Who does not perceive that 
force invariably implies reciprocity ? Yet is this abftraé 
term, this ens rationts, indulged with ‘‘ a local habita- 
tion” and a corporeal vefture. The conlequences which 
Mr. Morgan pretends to draw from histheory.are therefore 
unfounded; » Had the views been more precife, we fhould 
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not have met with this fentence: ‘ There are cafes-in 
which a quagery of fluid is, as at were, let looie, and telis, 
apparenily combined, on the torface of eletirrcs*P, 
. $03¢ vol. i. Such vague language is unfuitable to works.of 
philofophy. ._., $ ote detins é 
The explication given.ofthe difcharge of sthe Leyden 
jar inyolves the fame,obigmity of conception + When you 
connectthe outfide andthe infide ofa phigh by @ metallic 
rod, you do nothing more than aunzhtflate all giflance be- 
aween the body which attracts and that which ts attracied,’ 
P. 116. volei-'An opportuncty is given for the. attractive 
force to operate upon the accumulation onthe pofitive fide ; 
for this is velzafed by the, contemporaneous action ef the 
negative upon the pofitive.’ P. 111. vol. i. , 
‘To account for the perforation er burfling of ele&vies, 
‘Mr. Morgan thinks it fufhciert that, ata. certain hdight 
of charge, the invigorated attraction of the negative fide 
oyercomes the adhefion of the fluid, to. the central mats, 
Why fhould this, feparation o¢cafion the rupture: of the 


containing fubftance ?,.Mult we:acquieice in the vague and. 


unphilofophical,pofition,that the electric fluid, inthe efforts 
to efcape, ,difpels.every obftacle to its prégreis ? It is hard 
that this ethereal being #s completely dependanf: it can- 
not pafs along without the help offome intermedium. If 
it burfis the conneQing fubftance, no advantage accrues ; 
for air, which muft fill up the interruptions, is excluded 
from the clats of conductors. Better, had the fivid pre- 
ferred the entire paflage ofair tothe broken circuit :—but, 
in. {uch inflances, it feems. to fail of its wonted fagacity. 
At gives way to the petulance of, paffion, and idly wrecks 
its vengeance on. the fubftance, which, with fuch reluc- 
tance, had ferved as. the channel of itstranimiffion. 

The fracture of elecirified, bodics, Mr. Morgan jufily 
observes, is moft apt to; eniue when the charge concen- 
tratgs on a narrow fpot. When the affected furface is large, 
the oppofite fide cannot be ,broughtinto the flate which 
precedes rupture, unleis the electric fluid be aceumulated 
“mn proportion to the extent, of charge :—but, if the ac- 
cumulation of fluid be confined toa point, the oppofite 
point is incapable of affording the requifite quantity before 
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a ‘perforation takes place. ‘Oar aughor employs this prin- 
ciple td explain the noted properties of metallic poms, 
aad inipreves on the idea of Lord Stanhope. Mr. Morgaa 
canceives that thefe pointed’ bédies, by confining their 
impreflion toa fingle fpot, overcome, the impervions ‘qua 
lity of thevair. He forgets that) to be confiitent with his 
priniciple, it would require the ftratum of intervening air 
to be very narrow.” ‘Betides, the fame phenomena might 
bevexpected when the point is immerfed in-oils and other 
fluid electrics.” As a’ rddicalerror, however, aftects the 
general pridciple, it-were’ fupetfluous to examine its va- 

rious applications.’ diate 
Pre pertinacity withwhich'the anthor perfills in exclue 
ding repultion from the ftience of electricity, aud in detw- 
ing the aptitude of Conductors to contain the electric fluid, 
colours the whole train 6f his fpeculitions. . His incor: et 
defire to attain tippplicity -again draws him into obfcurty 
and‘error. ‘fattead of viewing the phsehomenon of the 
Leyden prras the refult of the particular application of a 
more general lawy he endeavours to extend: its principles 
to the expli¢ation “of thé properties of the ~ Klectro- 
phorus and “Doublers’ 1 15 no wonder that the attempt 
appears violently! ftrainédj* and that the comparifons 
inititated fail-'in: all 4fie effential points. “Rather than 
wzhandon his hypotliefisy he ‘would ‘account for the ne- 
cetlity ‘of rabbing: the furfaces of the electric before its 
contact with the yilateof the Efettrophorus, by foppo- 
fing that * the attraction ‘hé has alluded to fo frequent- 
lyanay ‘ber tielped bean accamulation of the fluid-on the 
fu fives, ju? as a fmall drop” of water cr oil expanded on 
tieeir furface, promotes the'alhefon of tao piecte of ylafi.’ 
(vol. i. pe 6a) “ff the hatty tuggeftions of fancy. may 
thas be called iatat every turn, it will always be éafy to 
devife plaufible explications.— Phe 'modein which Mr, 
3 :naetaccou rts for the operation of hisDoubler is indeed lia + 
ble to (ome os jections, fince it preiuppoles principles which, 
aithoughhighty proLable, have not yet been demontt rated. 
‘Phevexpertinent, related. in page 188, which Mr. Mor- 
gan ureesin eppofition’is net rictiy applicable, and fome 
of his objections arenot welt founded. ‘That the clectri- 
icity exhibited by the Doubler thould not increate in a 
geomewical 
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geometrical ratio, as the theery* prejumes, *isevery confife, |” 
tent. ;/for,,after it has gained a certain‘degree of dntene 
fity, it difipatesamong the contiguous mattef as faft aSit - 
collecis:—Mr. Morgan’s idea, ‘that the Doubler is only a 
double Electrophorus, appears to.deferve attention. 
Anne xed to,the firft.volume, is an eflay, containing ob- , 
fervationson electric light,» which, withia few exceptions 
are ingemious and-impertant.> but, asthefehavebeen pub- 
lithed inthe Philofepbical ‘Tranfaétions, we fhall not. de- 
tain our readerssvith an abftraGt of them. #) ‘ 
. 2dr. Morgan next-procegds: to invehtigate thescondudiing 
qualities poflefled by. different fubRancesyend“affeRed by 
their different forms and dimenfions. This important in- 
quiry, we have already obferved, is attempted in five 
djiterent ways ; yet the refults. are not always ‘confiftent 
agg fatisfactory. I he firft which lie emplovs is, by means: 
of an inflrument..of. a peculiar, conitruétion,: to- prefent 
two circuits to. the -pallage: ofjthe. electric fluid, with «the 
view of afcertainingwhich-is preferred. ~ Ibis evident that 
this felection implies in, his darling flrid.an sunfurmoun- | 
table principle of union. . Yetebe} maintains that fome 
bodies permit only a panial difeharge, or afford a dzfficult 
pafage. This laft-.epithet fovoften: mifapplied, refers _ 
properly to the exertions of animated agents... What be- 
comes of the reft-of the-charge ? Jf two conduttors be pre- 
jeuted in all circwaftances alike, \Mr.' Morgan -would be 
dazzled todetermine on which the choice’ would fall. He 
»will certainly, allow that every pertion:of acondudtor mutt 
. potiorm itseffice. No matter whether. this conductor be 
- compound, oe confilt offeverah branches: each of «them 
will convey.a quantify, ef the fluid correfponding to the 
degree of. jts:.condudting quality. ~The dame argument 
, will extend to, conductersiof, different-kinds. ~~ . deca 
. ~“Lhetjecond method prapofed is to meafure the momen- 


tary expanfion of.certain fluids, particularly air, confined — 


ia a tubethrough which an. eleétriefhock «is fentes The 
- apparatus ufedfor this purpofe appears towant neatnefs and | 
aceuracy+ ‘Pheaiting, of weights, and ther applicatienof 
pulleys and flop-cécks, are not suited. to the rapid motion 


. examined... Lhe manner.in which thevathor would. :ac- 


count ter this-expanfion is-wafatishuctoryy Be aleribesiit 
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40 the® adh@fion' between the elegtric fluid and the con- 
neaing medium, ‘which thereby partakes of its motion. If 
(uch were\the true explanation, the expanfion could only 
happen in the longitudinal dimenfions, Adhefion and attrac- 
tros are likewife fynonymous terms, or the forct ‘with 
which ‘one body-wnites@p another is equal-to that neceflary 
todetach it ;-and,/if the electric fluid ftrongly -attradts 
fuch fubft ances as.air, it will difufe itfelfthrougn them with 
inconceivable tapiditys*Here thenisthe logical argument, 
reduétio ad abfuritums><~ ree | 
The third method-for difcovering the conduéting qua- 
lity of bodi¢s'isito meatfure the flriking diftance, or the in- 
terval’ ofauthrough which a’given charge can be fent. 
This plan'is liable to inaccuuracy, for the -eleétric fluid 
notably eftapes before the general explofion takes place ; 
rior is it ealy ‘to affign the’ point of principal effedt, which 
will alfo depend omthe-celerity of the conductor's approach. 
The refultivaries, too, according, to: ‘the figure ‘and mag- 
nitude of the knobs by »which the’ conduétdr is termina- 
ted. shai Nil ste etic oh ade dnd . wii Pa 
The fourth method’ employed is founded on the eftimati- 
onof the breaking'ordumenous -diftance. ‘It is applicable 
chiefly to fluids.’ Ifthefe be inclofed in a glafs tube, and 
oppofite wires" inferted and approximated within a certain 
Kinit, an ‘eleétric éxplofion will beiattended with. great bril- 
hiancy andthe violent -difperfionof the glafs. © Why’this 
effeAXiis prodnced Mr, Morgan*does not explain : buthe 
conceives the interval. betweem the metallic points to be a 
meaturerof the conducting quality of the fluidefubmitted to 
examination. It js clear, however, ‘thatethis «mode of 
tria} muft be very imperfect, fince the width and ftréngth of 
the tube are not taken into the account *—not to mention 
ahe infuperable difficulty of diftinguifhing. the precife limit 
ot fonordus txplofion. In proportion’asthet ends of the 
wires are. feparated,: the) fharpfound of the difchasge 
will pafs by»imperceptible.degrees into a: faint whifper. 
Mr. Mosganalleges that ‘ when the points are at ¢er 
‘tary -dittances from <eaghy shen a part only of *the 
charge pafles through::’. (p: 64. vob. tis}will he maintain, 
in oppofition to the lawsof continuity) that ar inftantaneous 
tganhitiandsimarle.? brown tm ceh week 9 ober ghee | 
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‘The fifth method is furnithed from the meafures of the , 
refiduuim of electrical charges. - ‘lhe mofe perfect conduce. 
tors may be preiumed to accomplith a more complete. dit. 
charge, Yet here alfo isa fource of errors ‘Lhe svanitie , 
ty of refidaum walt depend on the (hortneis of the time ei: | 
fod durmeg the app-ivation of the com@uctor. — If, intiead 4, 
approaching (his ciicharger a tecond and third time, we had 
keptiten is fist fituation for triplethe almoit, momeniety 
ipace ot time, the elect would bave been the fame. 

Notwithftanding thete experements areliabletoiuch w cigh- 
ty ebjcotions, the concluhens which they aétord yin certain 
jaflances, tay be regarded at leaft as approximations that 
pofleis (dine value. — It appeats that the firiking diliance 
betsveen two points is three times greater than that between 
a porat and aplane,and. ten times greater than that between 
two planes. When balis are ufed this limit extends with the, ' 
inceeafe of their diameters and diminution. ofy,.the charge. 
A thecls pafles more readily in water fyomone plane to a- 
nother, than from a.poing to a plane; exactly. the reve: te 
of what takes place ur air. ‘The conducting property of wa- 
ter is improved by she addition of common tait or gitre, and 
efpecially of acids.:. The fulphuric acid is: fo eminently a, 


- €onsduéior of electricity as to furpafs even chatéeal, and to, 


rank next to'the metals. A change of temperature, how- 
ever, greatly affects the retults; infomuch that boiling wa- 
tervexceeds fulpburie acid.in the facility with which it tranf- 
mits the eleétetic thuide», Whe lame propertys: sthough in a 
be is degree, is mantfeltan hot oils. . Aicohel ss interior to 
rater as. a coaductor, and the different oils and ather foilow. 
Or the folid inyperfect conductors or electrics,. the order is 
this;—bees-wax, fulphur, plate glats, and thell-lac. Hence 
Nes. Morgan takes oceafion to recommend thell-lac +as the 
bett. ingredient i in all cafes for infolution. ‘The ditlereat 
gates coitduct electricity nearly in preportionte their saris — 
tysthe hydrogenous being »by. far. the .moft. remarkable, 
With regard to the metals, our author concludes that 


they poilefs equal, or, almolt cqual, conducting powers. 
Intits nice invefligation the ravperfectiion of hjs mode of 


cexperinenting is moft fenfibly fer. “I hat mercury is vattly 


inferior to the other metals as a conductor, it. requires no 
profgund obfervation to evince ;~—Aind thefe meials differ 
, ly in this as in the seft of their prepeities. Not to 

recur 
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-teeur to"other proofs of this atfertion we may refer to the 
Jate: experiments” on animal cleétyicity.. Mr. Morgan ye- 
nfirks, indeed, that the eleétric fluid Meets with tome re- 
fitance im its paflage through metalic conductors, when thev 
are particularly circumttanced. ~T husythe diicharge would 
rather pais through-7-3ths of.aw inch of air anda wire one 
foot long and 4 4-2anch in diameter, than though a whe 
alone tawards.in length 3-25thof.em inch in diameter ; 
which difference was not -preceptible when the jimall wire 
was coiled up and placed m the circuit. The cate of iiter- 
rupted conductors is more remarkable ; and Mr. Morgan 
could not taibto obferve the prominent contraft in that re- 
fpect between a chain and a wire of the fame length. 


[To be continued.} 
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Bar. XP A Short Account’ of the Malieravt Fever, lately 
prevalent in Philadelphia; with a Statement of the Proceedings 
that took place ou the Subije¢tam different Parts of the United 
States. By Matthew Carey. 3d Kditiony improved. 8vo, 


- 4138 Pages. Philad: ' | Sande EE 38 
TT H lk Saccovnt of a calamity which excited much attention in 
Europe is rather calculated for ordinary, than for profef- 
fional readers. "Though Mr. C. does not pafs over in totak 
‘filence either the origin, the nature, of the treatment of ‘the 
difeafe, yethis narrative is principally confined to extemal cir. 
comftancés, Of thefe, many will interef® even the inhabitants 
rome 9 te lh om globe. "During the prevalence’ of the 
plague in'the'différent countties of ‘Kuropey homan nature has 
appeared at onte-funken to the loweft depth ot depravityy and 
elevated to its higheft. fummit of generofitys Such, feenes have 
been often depicted. Deep defpair, grofs,debauchery, de{perate 
villainy, and fights of difguiting horror, form the dark fhades + 
but thefe fhades are always rcheved by the moft vivid light of 
“humanity, The piture of the malignant fever of Philade?- 
‘phia anfwers tod mich to ‘this defCription 7 but, While hushed 
nattre isfeen as hichly exalted, ic will not appear ‘fo debaied, 
as on former eq@ally calamitous oceafions:) 
Previogfly to the uppearance of the minlignant fever at Phila®s 
delphiay the profperity of rhae city wasduch as) by the introduc. 
tion.of luxury could not but ferioufly alarm. .thefe,who contie 
dered how far the virtue, the liberty, and, the. happinefs of a 
nation depend on temperance. and fober manness ;’ a ah 
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though it were predamption, adds the: atthory * to’ “attemptito, 
{ean the decrees of veny: yet few; 1 ‘believe, will pretend te 
deny tha fomething was wanting to humble the pride of a City 
which was runing on on in full €arcer, to the goal of prodigaliry’ 
n10n. a 
ow low this prodigal andi diurtoos city iweas bowed in the" 
ago of T 793, “aay” ‘be ae! from’ the aero —_ 
nent ¢ Ce a a “ig? 0 a wr 
© “The contr ati ; . 
was carried beyond all robin YDifmay and aff 
inalmott‘evety ‘perfon’s countenance. Moft of thofe who eoukd® 
by any meats miake it convenient, fled fram the ‘city. Of thofe” 
who remained, many fhut themfelves up in’ theiry houfesy aed 
wete afraid'to walk the ftrects. The imoke oftobacgd being r 
garded as a preventative,’ many pérfons, even women and {ni 
boys, had’ fegats almof conftantly in their mouths. Other’ 
placing “full confideitte in garlic, “chewed if’allnoft. the whole 
day; fome kept it in their pockets and fhoes. Many wete 
afraid: to “allow ‘the “barbers or: ‘hairtdreffers to Come ‘near 
them, as initances had: oceurtedof fome of them having fhayed” 
the dead—and many having engaged as bleeders, Somes who 
carnied their caution ‘pretty fat, bought lancets for. themfelves, 
















not dating: ‘to ‘be ble ‘with the lancets of the bleeders. Many“ 


fdly a moment in ‘the dav free from the ‘fmell ot» 
er, burned tobaceg, nitre, fprinkied vinegaty*&e. Some © 

@ Ghuiches were almot Geferted, and others wholly clofed. ° 
T Hie coffee houfe was thut'tip, ‘as was the city Tibraryy’ and moft 






ha sen 


of the public of a ae out of the four d: i were 


difésntineed*; re fome of the others; Mar »almott 


o 
inceiictly esp in tifying, fcouring, and whitewafhing 
their rooms: © pope ia i ne thin abroad, fad ‘haridkerchiets 


‘or fponges vaca with vinegar or camphor at at their nofes, ~ 


faiclling-hortles fall of the es vinegar. Others carried . 


pokes. of tarred rope in their hands or pockets, Or camphor bags, 
tied round theit necks, The corpfes of the moft re{pectable citizens, 
even of thofe who did not die ot the epidemic, where carried 
_ to the’ grave, on the fhafts Of a chair, the horfe driven by “a’™ 
negro, unattended by ‘a friend or relation, and without any fort 
of céremony.* People haftily filifted their éourfe at the phe of a 
om ng tt towardsithem .” Maby never walked” On the foot 


aes? he all i 


cpl Odi tecikep RE et that the 
federal eaike nted by. Andrew, Brown, was uninterr y continued, 
and “pee induftry,. during the whole calamity, aud wasof the utmot 
tervige, in conveying to the citizens of the united tates nuelaeee, intelligence 
a em ditorder, andofthe city. - 
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path, but went into the middle of the ftreets, to avoid being ine 
din by houfes,wherein s pone had died. Acquain- 
tances and friends avoided each | in the ftreets, and only 
fignified theit segatd by a cold nod. The old cuftom of thak- 
ing hands fell into foch general difufe, that many fhrank back 
with affright at even the offer of the hand. A perion with a 
¢rape; or any appearance of mourning, was fhunned like a 
viper; And many valued themfelves highly on the fkill and 
addre{s with which they got to windward of every perfon whom 
they met. Indéed it is not probable that. on, at the laf 
ftage of the. plague, exhibited ftronger marks of terror, than 
were to be feen in Philadelphia, from the ¢gth or 26th of Aue 
gut, till pretty late in September. When people faummoned op 
tefolution, to walk abroad, and take the airs the cart convey- 
ing patients to the hotpital, or the hearfe catrying the dead to 
the gtave; which were travelling almoft the whole day, foon 
ent their {pirits; and plunged thém gain into defpon- 
ency.” ‘eae ' 

How entirely fociety was diffolved; and all the charities and 
en ety of life fufpended, the following ¢ircumftances 

ew : 

‘ With the poor, the cafe wasas might be expetted, infinitely 
worfe than with the sich. Many ot thefe have perifhed, with. 
out a human being to hand them a drink of water, to adminifter 
wnedicines, or to perfotm any charitables office for them. Various 
inftances have occatred, of déad bodies found lying in the ftreets, 
rd ons whio had no houfe or habitation; and could procure no 

ter. 

* Aman and his wife, once in affluent cittumftances, were 
found lying dead in bedy and between them was theit child; a 
little infant; who was focking its mothet’s breafts. How long 
they had Izin thus was uncertain. ' : 

¢ A-woman, whofe hufband had juft died of the fever, was 
feized with the pains of labour, afd had nobody to affit her, as 
the womén in the neighbourhood were aftaid to go into the houfe. 


She lay tor a confiderable time in a degree of anguifh that will 
not bear defeription: At length; the ftruggled to reach the 
window and cried out for affiftance.. Two men, pafling by, went 


up ftaits; but they came at too late a ftage.—She: was firiving 


_ with death—and aétually in a few minutes expired in their arms, 


¢ Another woman whofe hufband and two childten ley dead in 
the room with het; was in the fame fitaation as the former, 


. without a ntidwife; or any other perfon to aid her. -Hercties at 


the window brough t up one of the carters employed by sh com- 
mittee for the welt of the fick, With pena rh Ae was 


delivered of a child; which died in a few miisiuees, as did the 
Y mother 
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mother, who was.utterly exbavfted by herlabaur, by.the diforder, 
and bythe dreadful fpeCtacte before. hers: And thus Jay in, one 
foomn, ‘no lefsthan ave dead bodiesy-an entire family carried off 
ina hour-or two. »Many inftances have occorredy of reipectable 
womens: who in ‘their lying-in, have been ebliged to depend on 
their maid: fervants, «for -affiftance--and fome: have had none 
but from their hufbands. Some of the midwives were dead~= 
and others hadlett- the city.. «. is pes tps 9 

‘A fervant girl,” belonging to a family. in, this city, in: which 
the fever had prevailed, was apprehenfive of danger, and refols 
ved to femove to arelation’s houfe, inthe country.: She was, 
however; taken fick on the road, and returnedto town, where 
fhe could find no perfon to receive her. One of the guardians of 
the poor provided a cart, and took her to the alms-houfe, into 
which the was refafed admittance. She was brought back, and 
the guardian offered five. dollars to procure her a fingle night's 
lodging, but in vain. «And in fine, after every effort made to 
provide her fhelter, fhe abfolutely expired inthe cart. | 

© To relate all the frightfal cafes of this-nature that occurred, 
would. fill a volume.’ is et de : 

The public diftrefs was confiderably increafed by the abfence 
of the prefident, and of moft, if not all. of, the other. federal 
officers : the governor, too, and almoft all the officers of ftatey 
were alsfent or had retired ::exeept the mayory and, one. other 
magiftrate, the municipal officers likewife were away ; fo. thaty 
when the city mott needed counfellors, fhe was moft deftitute of 
counfel, The fir viiim, as far as is. known, was. feized by 
the difurder on the 26th or 27th of July, and died on the 6 
or 7th of Auguft, “The difeafe fpread during Auguft $..and 
the alarm increafed to fuch a degree that onthe seth ot Sep- 
tember the Mayor. called a meeting of the citizens, at which 
a very few attended, though ten. citizens offered themfelves as 
affiftants to the guardians of the poor. On the, 4th, acom- 
mittee was appointed to tranfact the whole of the bufinefs ree 
lative to the fic » to. procure phyficians, nurfes, and attends 
ants. It confifted of 26:perfons: but, by the death of 45 and 
by the defertion of 4 others, it was reducedto 18 Thefe #8; 
men chiefly'in the middle. walks of liféy from the day of their 
appointment till the ceffation of the fevey, watched over the 
icky the poor, the widow, and the orphan, with fuch vigi- 
lance as t0 check the progrefs of deftructiony eminently to re. 
lieve the diftrefled, and to reftore confidence to the terrified ins 
habitants of Philadelphia, 

Of the operations of this committee, an inftrudtive account 
is’ given by our author. They confifted principally inmea- 
fures for the burial of the dead, in the removal of the fick. to the 
hofpital at Bufhhill, and in borrowing money from the bank 
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of North America to relieve the @iftreffed ; "of whom there oc- 
curred weekly twelve ‘hundred ‘people, many of them having 
families of 4, 5, and 6 perfons, The numerous deaths of 
heads of families left a very large body of children for whom it 
was neceflary to provide ; and hence the committee found them- 
felves obliged to eftablith an orphan -houfe : nor were their Ja- 
bours clofed till they had/provided forthe cleanfing and purifi- 
eation of the houfes in which the fever had nie ed. ieee. was 
not till the 14th -of November that they fina y addreffed their 
fellow-citizens, informing them ot the reftoration of the city to 
st aegree ot health as ufually had prevailed at the fame 
ecafon. ~~ 
In this part of the work, we meet with a moft ceconnsing 
inftance of the” happy ‘effeéts of energetic philanthro 
particularly reconimend to ty notice of our readers e. bv 
count of the magnanimous offer of Stephen Gerard, a wealthy 
merchant and a native “of France, to fuperintend: the sepa 
at Bufh hill; of the wretched ftate in.which he: and his vo 
tary affociate found it ;)und ot the admirable ‘order which. 
foon introduced. “In this hofpital, before. September 16th, res 
profligate, abandoned {et of nurfes and. attendants (hardly any, 
of good charaétér ‘could at that time be. posse ote a 
the provifions: and “comforts; prepared. for the fick, who 
lefs at the hours: whenithe doctors: attended) were left ees 
fn deftitute of every? aflittances The dying. and 
rag oeige svel mingled: together., The. ey 
C re allowed: to temaimin the. oot bees offtepfive te in 
oS ot the’ fmalleft appearanes 0 SMART rt te) 
“Teowuss in faye great human flauyhter = 
aks Si ‘victims were immolated at, ches alga ratio! 104 
temperance. | “Nov erg then, thata general dread of the. 
place’ prevailed: ‘through theycity, and that a.removal-to it: was 
eonfidered gs the: feal ‘of-death. - In’ confequence, shetg .were, 
various inftances of | fick: -perfons locking sheit sooms, and. re- 
fitting every attempt to carry them away, - ila the poor 
‘fo much afraid “of — fentt j t they wapid 
‘acknowledge their illnefs, until it w Bi as to 
cell sae as PR BA As ay lx be a 
- Sach; ‘however,’ wags :the larity. ‘aids yy the: 
navers, and {uth were the fr 5 and epee, 615 with which. chey, 
treated’ the patients, and)whieh they: obliged; the attendants to 
abferve, thaty'in'a wéek or two, the. ication for admifiion 
became ‘importunate; cand -itywas neceflaty, by . requiring a 
eetahieie trota a dig , Specify ing: that the bearer laboured, 
under ‘the ary to ree 5 and ag pois ‘Uf the 
" number | 
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number of patients received#about 500 died, (one third of the 
whole,)’ within two days after their admiffion. ~ ge 
At the end of his account of the Bofli-hill hofpital, the au- 
thor adds the following obfervation concerning its a¢tive and 
Managers; : een 






tance of the managers of that hofpital has been equally merito- 
tious with their original beneficence. During the whole cala. 
mity to this time they have attended wninterruptedly, for fix, 
féven, or eight hours a day, renounting almO& every care of pri- 
vate affairs, ‘Fhey have had a laborious tour of dutyito perform 
——-~to.encourage and comfort the fick—to hand them neceflarieg 
and medicines—to wipe the fweat off their brows—and to per- 
form many difgufting offices of kindnefs for ‘them, which no- 
‘ thing could render tolerable, buy the exalted motives that im- 
pelled’ them to this heroic conduct.’ Bea? aah 
’- "This difeafe proved particularly fatal to phyficians and to the 

- clergy—in confequence of its contagious nature, Of the pro- 
fligate, and of the corpulent, few are faid to have recovered, 

e French, who were fettled in Philadelphia, efcaped ite 

Yavage ina remarkable manner, The negroes did not sotally 

efcape, thoagh not many were feized with the f€ver ; and in thefe 

it is {aid to fre yielded more eafily to: medicine than in the 
whites.—An opinion prevailed that cold and rain’ extinguithed 

the diforder, Lut ‘this is fhewn by the prefent writer, from a 
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étror concerning the plague and ‘other contagious difeafes has 
been current in moft countries, dmong the vulgar. > 
- Among the defultory feds and refieZ ions, fome appetr worthy 
_ Of the notice of European readers. ‘The late dreadful fuffer- 
ings—the lofs of 4000 lives—the terror ald’ uncomfortable flate 
of the reft—the injury fuftained by the commercial intereft of 
the ftate—might all have been prevented, it the magiftrates had 
been invefted with authority to interpofe in tame, and if they 
had exerted that authority properly.” . far 
Fora whole ‘month theMifeafe turkedin one freet, and was 
corffined to’ a few Routes in that fireet. Who can doubt that it 
might eafily have been ftifled in its birth? but then is Mr. C, 
certain that the phyficians and magiftrates were apprifed of the 
deleterious nature of the contagion? It might prcbably, for 
fome time, have been confounded with an ordinary epidemic ; 
and ftatefmen have not yet condefcended to frame regulations 
for checking the ravages that common contagious fevers pro- 
duce ; though the defign is important, and); as we believe, 
practicable.—The affertion {p. 72) ¢ that half or a third of thoié 
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ceflary caie and attention, owing to the extraordinary panic, 
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"« Before I conclude this chapter, let me add, that the perfeyes 


flatement gf the weather, to have been erroneous. A fimilaf’ 


who died (1400 or 2000 perfons) perifhed for wart of thene- , 
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fill every breaft, in which common fympathy for humana 
fafferings refides, with indignant grief, +and many at Phila- 
delphia with the moft lively regret. The sies of blood-and of 
affe@tion appear indeed to have been torn afunder by fear, with 
a degree of violence which is inconceivable to a fpectator of the 
ufual afpe@ of focial life. 


¢ Fhe following occurs {p. 93) among the detached obfer- 
vations ; lh | ' 
. Shail I-be pardoned for paffing a cenfure on thofe, whofe mif- 
taken geal led them, during the moft dreadful {tages of the cala- 
mity, tocroud fomeof our churches, and aid this frightful ene- 
my in his work of deftraétion ? who, fearful, left their prayers 
and adoration at home would nor find .acceptance before the 
Deity, reforsed to churches filled with bodies of contagious air, 
where, with every breath, they inhaled noxious miafmata? To 
' this fingle caufe I am bold in afcribing a large proportion of the 
mortality—And it is remarkable; that thofe congregations, whofe 
places of worthip were moft crouded, have ‘fuffered the moff™ 
dreadfully,” Will mén never acquire wifdom? Are we yet 
to learn; that the Almighty architect of the heavens and earth, 
dogs not require “temples made with men’s hapds ?”’ that going to 
a place of. worthip, againft the great law of felf-prefervation, 
implanted in indelible characters by his divine hand, on the breatt 
ot erery one of his. creatures, conftitutes no part of the adora. 
tion due to the maker and preferver of mankind. That a 
“meek and humble. heart”? isthe temple wherein he delights 
to be worfhipped ? L hope not—I hope is awful leffon fome of 
our congregations hold forth on this fubjeét, by a mortality 
out of all proportio’ to their numbers, will ferve as 4 memento, 
at all fature times, in the like critical emergencies !* “by 
We donot dwell om the fcanty medical informatjon here given, 
becaufe we hope that the medical practitioners of Philadelphia 
will communicate their obfervations to ‘the world,—Mr, Carey 
enumerates the places.in which harth refolutions were framed 
again the fugitives from Philadelphia; and thofe (muck 
4 e Yah innumber,) in which they were received with kindnefs, 
= a . 


* This paragraph, although erroneous, is retained, that I may have an op- 
portunity, which I chearfully’ embrace, of acknowledging the mifigke I have 
eommitted, Ona revilion of the bills of morwlity, it appears, that thofe con- 
gregations who kept up geligious worthip rezularig@itdid not lofe more than, and 
forme not fo many as, their, ufual proportions. Im one yeat, ending July 31, 
1793, the German Lutherans buried more than a fixthof the whole number of 
the dead in the city—-the German reformed fifteenth—tke friends a tenth— 
afd St.) Mary’, art eighth. From Auguft ty to Nov. 9, 1793, the burials 
among the Germian Lutherans wete not quite a fixth—among the German — 
reformed, nearly a fixreenth—eimong the Friends, an eléventh—and in St. 
Mary's grave-yard, a fixteenth. Thefe were the congregations | alluded to, 
im the above remarks. 4 7 
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tails, we fuppofe, can’ only:be- locally interefting 

unt are ‘annexed, 1, A liftof the burials inte 
city afd liberties of Philadelphia, from Auguit<1ft to Novem. 
ber’ oth, 1793, according to the fects to: which. the perfons 
buried belonged; * 2. eae a toe tables for'the fame period ; 
and 3. an alphabetical lift of the burials. lege *: ive 
~< Phus Mr.: Carey has prefented’ his fellow ‘citizens with a 
colleCtion of faéts and obfervations well calculated for the 
fatisfaGtion of their anxious curiofity. The friends of mankind, 
every where, will be gratified by it; and though; perhaps: they 
_ may. not conceive the very ‘higheft opinionsof his :philofophical 
‘difcernment, and. of ‘his literary powers, they: will fcarcely 
fail to refpect him as a worthyand humane#thember of fociety, 
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Art. XI. A Commentary on the Revelation’ of Si.’ Fob, By 
Bryce Johnfton, D. 1. Minitter of the “Go }'at Holywood, 
vo. 2 Vols. pp. 916. 10s. Sterl, Boards. Cadell. 

EBULOS OM rete / isa phrafe which we may too often pro- 
- WV _perly apply; (and which we lately did apply to’ another arti. 

‘cle,} concerning thofe who havedevoted their attention to the 

@higmatical book of the Revelations’; they have not unfrequent- 

He arkened and entangled both themfelves and orhers. Tt‘ would 

“beat the fame time faftidjous “and anjuft ‘not’ to” acknowledge 

“that, in feveral. inftances, the labour employed’ has difplayed 

‘great and ‘real erudition, and may poffibtly be“prédu€tive of con. 

ape utility.—Let the prefent author {peak for himfelf by 
gme qootations from the introduction . to his ‘Work.s’ which was 

“tirft exhibited in.a edurfe’ of lectures to the inhabitants of the 

pari ia which hé tehdes : ‘in'the year 1789 ‘be determined: on 

‘deliveting them to public notice,. “ pete igtiant sc oom, 

“TfL had found (he fays;) a juft and complete ‘explanation of 

thdt book on fixed . and rational principles, in the Writings of a 

‘Vittinga, a Sir Ifaac Newton, a Lord ‘Napiet, 4 Lowman, or 

‘any other comnientator, I fhould never have. troubled the public 

with my opinion on this important fubject, though it is one i 

which we are all deeply interefted, Having never met with fu 

a.commentary——+l examined aj} the pro hee writings in the 

Old-and New. Tefaments, in. order to difcover whether, or not 

there-is any one peculiigr idiom or fixed charactep: ef prophetic 

writings in which they all agree.' 1 foon found that two pecue 
liar features marked all prohecies; ‘The firft, that they. are wrif- 
ten in the fymbolical language ; and the fecond, that all prophe- 
tic writings of any confiderable length are-interfpesied with keys 
orexplanatory parisy written in alphabetical: language. “Thefe 
keygare always introduced by an angel, or by a ‘particular aor 
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mn’ diredting ‘thie: attention of the reader to them ; fueh as,**hete 
Wildom,” Rev. kiki, 18. XV1ie.g.’— ‘There are twoe rs 

in this (propbetical) language. “The one is uniformly called an 

hieroglyphic, and the other a fymbol, in the Commentary/+An 
hieroglyphic is a consplete figure made up of the affemblage of 
two or more parts into one picture : an example of an hiero- 
glyphic may be feenin cham i. 12. tothe end of verfe 16. And 
afymbol isa fingle | member ; fuch, for inttance, asa 
candieftick, a ae pth phen {word. very paint in 

» whatever country or agé he wfote, always ufed the fame hiero- 
lyphic, or the fame fymbol, to fignify the fame thing, withoug a 

fingle exception.’-——As ai univerfal and unchangeable language, 

the fymbolical muft be the moft fit language for prophecies inten- 
ded forall countries and ages,’——-¢ in the commentary, I have 
explained the meaning of every hieroglyphic or fymbol the firft 
time it occurred in ‘te book .of Revelation, and whenever it 
appeared again, ‘I have ufeditin the fame*fenfe; taking ir for 
granted that the readerwill recollect the interpretation which was 

iven of itin its firft appearance. Whenever the fame fymbol or 

icroglyphic occurred, it hath always been ufed in the fame 
ferdfe, which is’a ftrong’proof that it hath been rightly interpreted. 

Ic will. alfo appear ia the commentary, that the fymbols ‘and 

hieroglyphics are ufed in the fame fenfe in the prophecies of Haiah, 

of Jeremiah, of Ezekiel, of Daniel, of Paul, and of Peter, in 
which they are afed by John in this book.’——— 

* Tohave quoteda great variety of hiftorians ‘on each event, 
would haye {welled the work too much : therefore the reader is 
here refefted to the following hiftorians; Eafebias Pamphil 








Socrates Scolafticus, and Evagrius Scolafticus, their church hiftos* 


ries; Lewis Ellies Dubin; doétor of the Sarbonne, his churelr 
hiftery ; and Edward Gibbon, his hiftory of the decline and fall 
ofthe Roman empire. Thefe hiftorians agree with Motheim’s 
church hiftory, in their account of facts and dates, as the inquifi- 
tive reader will fee, b paring him andthem together, on the 
refpective periods to Which the events belong. Indeed Mr. Gib« 
bon acknowledges in exprefs words his general aoe with 
Wiofheim, and gives that hiftorian the character for learning and 
andour Which he -juftly deferves.’~— 

« Having no controverfy with any commentator, and never 
thinking truth the lefs genuine or ee ae other perfons have 
feen it before ine, E have never rejected ifguifed any juft in- 
terpretation of any of the predictions with which I have metin any 
of the commentators; nor have I entered into controverfy with 
thofe from whom I differ in opinion ; but have fimply ftated 


Sid go eli me the right interpretation, hoping that the can- 





did enlightened reader judging for himfelf, will prefer 
trath, from its innate evidence, to the mere authority offffiny 
man.” 
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vhateaee voice of Scripture in general, of this book in pa 
ee fd of reafon and exiihaehc : 
igfduals of every external denomination, who ate wife and 
200d men whom the Lord who cannot err knows to be bis people, 
are the true worthippers of God,——and fhall finally be faved by 
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the mercy of God through the mediatign of Chritt.’—~ 
Whether the author intends ny ki 
othischarity, by thofe words which are. given in Italics, we 


will not flay to inquite. -How, far he has red to his pros » 





fefgons muft be determined by a perulal of the volumes. in 
general, we incline to think that he does ; though fome predi- 
JeGtions and attachment may occafionally difcover themfelves, 
When we think ,of thofe refpeCtable names which have pres 
ceded him inthis inquiry, we are difpofed to afk whether the 


Doétor does nat aflume too much, when he intimates that not . 


one of his predeceflors has explaised on fixed and rational prine 
ciples’: a complete explanation was not indeed to be expected 
from them, nor from the prefent writer, who has the benefit 
of their remarks : yet they have been able to throw light on a 
f{ubject in itfelf very obfcure, and have certainly merited thank. 
ful acknowledgement from. all who engage in tMs line ef ftudy. 
, Whether De jeden has fucceeded better, or has improved on the 

conjeétures of thofe who have gone before, we donot prefume 
to decide : but. we may venture to fay, and it feems due to 
juftice, that thé work manifeits great attention, ingenuity, and 
fimplicity, fo far as generally to adhere to the plan hows in 

paflages above quoted for directing the expofition. 

© Dr, Johnfton varies in many inftances from former commens 
tators, The durning mountain ( chap. vill, 8) 9.) caft into the. 
fea, he-explains of the Emperor Julien ; the great far falling 
from heaven and fucceeded by an army of locutts, chap. ixe 1-1 3x) 
has been generally referred to Mohammed, but he regards it as 
predicting the ambition and pre-eminenc the Roman Pontiff; 
and the fwarms of falfe doctrines and of Gonks which, like lo- 


_conferred by Phocas the emperor, that abominable ty rant! 
606. There appears a coincidence rather remarkable as to 


qd baglolintion'e Commentary on the Revelation of $t. Johar 
aa ae by the cenfures of bigots of every chutch, I " 


ce uniformly fays, that thofé 


ofgalve; of limitation * 
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cuft, overfpread the empire when the title of Univerfal ot A , : ’ 


time of thefeevents, The hieroglyphic followings which ref-~ 
pects four angels bound in the great river Euphrates, is fappofed to 
relate to Mohammed hisfollowers. By the famoos number 

Of the name of the beatt, this author underftands she = ¥ of the 

beaft; that is, a direétion to find out the year in w the pa- 

eo laft head of Roman govetnment fhould arife, by being 

vetted with a temporal dominion ; and, accordingly, he 

frem the time of Domitian’s perfecution, in which St. a 

todi year 756, in which the Pope commenced his temporal"do. 
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pletiony as 

aaheres tae A. D. 1998. 55. oe 
The author Nroganel work more g fe enter- 

taining, and alfo illutt rates plication of viflows by afhort 


hittory of the period té#which he apprehends it relates, extracted 
hiefly from Mothediiy’s Becefaical Hiftory, with whom Si- 
qonios | fometimes ; though feferehced ate alfo nade ‘to 
other ts.-- Papal Rome is regatded throughoat thefe a 
as rbe Antichrift ¢ but it is at the (iene eSind wckhoaseased that oth 
eftablithments have their @efeéts, and thiole ‘not inconfidetable : 








. how farthey may fall under the cenfure of Ste John" : Rvwdiassity 
muft, belefeto time to diffore 
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Ant Xak Tbe Poetical Works of William Profidds E/q,.. 89. 
2 Vols. pp. 400 in each. -a6s. - Sterl, SE ie Archer, 
Dublin ; ridge, London. 

A S the. cals to thefe volumes introduces fome com- 

plaints of, the | natten’ of the’ Tritt: legillature to 
literature, it may hefe be ‘obfetved that’ one’ great hardthip, 
under which Englifh’ apthors labour, Sat Dopy-right 
does not fo to T eland ; and th dV as foon ‘as Ire- 
land: panten {as ‘it is rapidly becon ‘a literary 

country, ‘it will be fal a cheukee ar tifh authors t 

their copy rights do not extend over Great Britains The 

‘arrangement to me sega cones weneraess obvi- 
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mene :. the former b: Arig Be “more } okra is’ Mufe. 
e moft important ples fh raplind, and thofe 
ms Belen ar ves neni are elagak » or heroic 
ep es; a form comipofiti oa probably inyented b 

Ovid. at leaft his, works of this. kind are the earliet that 
fortuna 















ended to modern'times: - 
2 feries OF thefe"amatéry:clegiac effilions. At length, 





his numerous oer ‘As every po 


| cromegtin we -fhall “orly add Matethe 
: ris now to be under” Weta ae 


Pope, in the Epiftle: froth Eloifa to ‘Abélard, produced a: 
model furpaffing every preceding effort, ‘and hitherto un- 
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| poethof nye ious and fublime caft naturally y das is 
it, the burlefque and familiar kind, fo it 
 natdra oe imagine that the comic herotd would find among 
our “Matirifts an adequate number of votaries.. Offthele, 
Mr. Prefton is certainly one of the moft diftinguifhed ; and _ 
for his fmooth nuigibers, innumegable allufions, felicity of 
parody, and entertaining wit, h@Weally defer s more than’ 
to pafs in tranfient proceffion throu x precinéts of the 
temple of Fame. It fhould be underft however, thatP 
# r the manner of Juvenal, he very daringly expofes the 
dity of vice; and that his holy zeal, like the ditcipline 
of the flagellants, may accommodate both the Sahexting and 
the penitent. Many.of the poems in the firft volume are 
of the light erotic kind, fonnets from Petrarch, tranflations - 
from Anacreon and others, and love elegies ; all of which 
are correét, g@nd feveral, as the Vifion of. Petrarch, ani- 
mated and beautiful. #We tranferibe a great portion of 
the fecond elegy : 
‘ Why, Venus—why to cells and cloifters roam ?— 
Why call the ftadent from the labour’d tomb ? # 
, Why from his brow the wreath of. Pallas tear, 
* "To bind thy rofes, and thy my fle there 
¢ Alas, the vapours of the midnighPoil . 
Will blaft the myrtle and the’ ¥ es foil. 
© The fludent’s days are mark’d for toil ang@ppain, 
. And Jittle thall he grace thy laughing feign, 

















Lo, rigid fcienicé chides the young defires ; 
And points where wifdom’s awful fane afpires. 
She bids her flave the iteepy path eflay’ eg 
And contemplation guides his weary way. 
Along that path, no filken flowret blows, 

No (homes buch is’ Lore for rect ; 







Bat ha vigil bath’d in dew: 
And St mitfings {care the youlag detighe 7. 
Behold ai form with fickly langour pia hie 


With wafting labours of the harrafs’d mind ; 

Behoit his checks refign the youthful red, 

And fnows whiten’ o’er his head— 

‘The fluden ah! fpare him, goddefy fpare- 

» Defpife a wretch unworthy of thy care. 

Hew fhall he learn to tune th’ enamour’d fong ? 

How lead the dance amidft thy choral throng ? - 
,* Tn vain, in yain, has ftern defpondence frown’d, a 

And fcience vainly mark’d the chofen ground : * j 
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In vain the hades of Grecian fages rifey Boyt sf 



































With brow peace || aN s “ e 
-  Il-fated youthy , betray’ Wo ’s wi yi. Pipers 
in _ Mies Slave of her looks, and play thing ‘of ‘her {miles! 
: 5 « ‘The fruitlefs withes have, like ferpents, wound 


i | 


© Ohvrend their vabiimes, ere they taint thy fame, 
« And ftink thi empoifon’d heart, with mortal fhame.” 
In vaih——~ ie 
I own thy empire; queen of foft defires ! 
] feel thee rufhing in reGiftlefs fires ;° Me gee ae 
Sacred, ‘fupreme, unrivall’d, and confeft, { 
. It-thakes my frame; it fills my throbbing breaft.~ 
> Yes, gentle fov’reign.of the human foul, 
Almighty loves I own thy foft controul, 
¢ Farewell rich mafings and creative toil, 
The godlike harvett of Pierian foil! 
The pafijons burit, impetuous as the wind, 
And {carter all the treafures of the mi 
Farewellthe gliding forms, an awful throng, 
ee That wait the folemn hour of facred fong! 
a And, oh! farewell the bright ecftatic glow,’ 
Seraphic trance, that happy poets kfiow, = 
.The ftatting eve when blifsful frenzy ftrains, 
And_ rapt’ rous chillnefg tingles thro’ the veins! 
s With fatal care the Graces have array’d 
young defires adorn’d the lovely maid. | 7 
: They gave her words, more fott than honied fhowr’s, | 
More {weet than breezes trom the woodbine bow’rs. © 
Whene’er fhe fpeaks, or looks, or fmiles, or moves, 
O’er all her Ha the foul of npr? pre. 
nick from the fpiriy vatious, waketul, warm, 
1 lies ‘it gibws they 7 


« Their yenom’d thy new-born ftrength around ; 


des dp SR a =" ~~, 


r all the. impaffion’d form.’ 

The fecond. of thefe volumes cenfifts of fome irregular 
odes and fhorter poems ef the fublime and ferious kind, 
®patid three tragedies. “OF the odes, Myrrha is the moft 
confpicuous; it is certainly full of found ‘and fury, and is 
not deftitute of fublimity and pathos; the ftory and its 
catraftrophe are truly terrible. “The iggroduétory defcrip- 
tion of the weather is laboured enough for an ode toa ftorm, 
but fhould not folicit fo'much atte 09. te Myrrha is to 
] ethe principalperionage. The flyle throughout is often 
A abftrufe, and has tea many pnmeaning amplifications. — 
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The fpeech of: an old favage to his fon, who,.in a wait 
with a neighbouring tribey was seers te bear his fect 
fathey on his back, will probably. gratify fome.of our rea- 
ders:  % Pon acyl eater ateny 

« No more, my fon; thy pious care is vain, 

Bow not thy hack, with &ge’s.ufclefs weight. 

I am not worth preferving : WRuldft thou with me 

To dtag about 4 loathed crazy mafsy 

A vile memento of ftrength’s frailty, © 

Cumb’rous to others, grievous to myfelf, 

And die of old age, like a dog or chriftiah ?— 

Thou wert not form’d to bear a weak old man. 

Our god thy limbs with a€tive vigour brac’d, 

‘To range the foreft and o’ertake the foe : : 

Sinew’d thine arm, to fpeedthe lance of death, © 

Bend the tough bow, and cleave the flying creit !— 

Thus did thy tather in his day of ftrength ;— 

And thou, .my fon, be juft unto. my fame ;— 

Be brave, and praife thy father in thy deeds; 

That diftant tribes may fing thy praife, and fay, 

«© His father fure was brave, and fed hisfon 

« With blood of conquer’d foes ;’’—and fo I did £ 

When, ftreatting warm, it dy’d thy little lips, 

And thou didft, grimly fmiling, give a promife 

Of manly fiercenefs. But if thou. be weak, ' 

“* His father taught him,” will they fay, ‘to lie, . 

“ Serctch’d in the fun, and drink the Chriftiateliguor, 

- That makes a man a beaft !”-—Bot, hark, my fon! 
The foe’s at hand,—-begone,—thy brethren call thee 
Forth, to the fight of juftice, tarry not ; | 
Ruth to the battle, and préferve thine infants ; 

‘That one day they may fight, and deck their belts 

~ With the ufurping Chriftian’s fealp, and-train 

. Their chfidren’s-children, to the.cry of battle ! 

But firft ftrike here ; leave not thine aged father, i 
"Lo feel their rage whofe kindred he has mangled: ot 
Nor let his tortured members feaft the figbe ee : 

_ Of thofe that hate him and his tribe !—Farewell, a 

. Be kind and quick,——Thy lance be tharp as now, 


* 


: "Thine arm aggtrong, my fon, in all thy warfare!’ 

“The tragedies are entitled —* The Saxon Princes,’ which 
is a freth contribution towards a dramatic hiftory of Eng- 
land; ‘ Meilene freed,’ of which the fbory is Grecian ; 
and § Roimunda,’ which is founded on a remarkable trant- 
agtion in the arnals of Lombardy. As vague and itt 
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“hey gehpedtator is never informed 
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4 
——— unfupported by reaforis and: references, is. un- 
ructive, ‘and as we cannot afford {pace for the ahalyfis 
of all thefe plays, we fthall confine our comments to the | 
fecohd, which has interefted us more than the others. It 
will be neceflary to {peak of its fable. * The Spartans, 
once in alliance with Meflene, found pretences for a rup- 
ture, in order to fubjugate this territory. They have over- 
run ‘the country, and ‘are endeavouring to take pofleffion 
of the heigfits of Ithome, effential to its effectual reduction. 
In this extremity, Euphaes the king confults the oracle at 
Delphi. ‘ a 
“ The priefts (fays the Abbé Barthelemi, in his Travels of 
Anacharfis,) and not-the gods, dictated the anfwer. The fafety 
oi Meffene, faid they, depends on the faerifice of a’ youthful 
maiden drawn by lot from the reigning family, Ancient preju- 
dices blinded all eyes, to the atrocious crime of obeying {uch an 
injunction. ‘The fatal ura was brought, and the lot condemned 
to death the daughter of Lyfifcus ; but her father, fuddenly with- 
drawing her from every eye, fled with her to Lacedemon. The 
warrior Ariftodemns inftantly aflvanced, and in defpite of the 
tender ‘affection, which remonitrated in his heart again{t the act, 
offered his own to the altar. She had been affianced to one of 
the favourites of the king, who ramto proteét her. He went 
farther ; to fave her, he-ventured evento caft: an imputation on 
her innocence, and declared that the rites of Hymen had alrea- 
dy been confummated,...The horror of fuch a falfehood, the 
dread of difhonousy-.paternal lovey the fanctity of his word, @ 
multitude of contrary emotions, agitated, with fach violent 
the mind of, Ariftodemus, that the froke of defpair was necef- 
fary to afford him relief. He feized'a ponyatd, and his daugh- 
ter fell deadat his féet,.in the view of tke fhuddering fpetta- 
10rs,"? * a | phd 
There is a fundamental 
built otf this fable by our 








itiency in the plot that is 
Hf it is incomplete. The 
inl iether the Meflenians con- 
" ““quered, or the Spartans ;* and it js only in as'much as he 
believes the gods, and not the priefts; to have dictated the 
oracle, that he can fuppofe Meffene freed. Neither has 
it all the requifite-unity : it tends mth to divide the foli~ 
citude of the audicnce that the ‘lots drawn in the temple 
fhould name Anthemoe as the victim, and that when her 
fuppofed ‘parents have declared her illegitimate and have 
withdrawn her from the town, Diong is fubftituted. ef 
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the lots of the gods may err and be negleéted, why not 
their oracles? Moreover,.there is no~fufficient reafon for 
which Ariflodemus fhould voluntarily devote his daughter, 
when eighty-eight others equally correfpond with the de- 
fcription of ‘Fifis, the perfon who had been fent to con- 
fult the oracle at Delphos. 

The opening of the play has fome refemblance to that 
of the Edipus of Sophocles :—-The king and people’ in 
council : a peftilence among the public dangers: the an- 
fwer of an oracle expected. Ariflodemus and Lyfifcus 
. take part ih the deliberation. Now, as Ariftodemus was 
heroically to devote his daughter to facrifice, and Lyfifcus 
by ftratagem to preferve his, in defiance of the will of the 
gods and of the requifition of the people, the former cha- 
racter ought furely to be more ftrongly ¢im€tured with re- 
ligion than the latter; yet we find Ariftodemus uttering 
fuch fentiments a3 that the manly mind * from itfelt alone 
derives its augurics ;° whereas Lyfifcus holds fuperftitious 
opinions, {uch as, * Even the elements are leagued with 
Sparta.” Ina word, there is nothing in the dialogue which 
can fo dilcriminate thefe two men, as that their fukfequent 
conduct fhould appear to be the neceflary refult of their 
previous habits and opinions. ‘Ihe ipeeches of either 
- might be afigned to the other. ‘This inattention to pro- 
babilit¥ of chardéter is indeed common in the tragedies of 
the French, and even in thofe of Euripides, but-is not ex- 
cufable in the country of Shakfpeare. 

To the hymn in the third fcene, it may be objected that 
Diana is there repeatedly invoked by her love for Laconia 
and the banks of the EKurotas, which, however conforma- 
ble to claflical authority, begomes improper where her aid 
againft the Laconiang is bei@ught.. The fourth fcene has 






merit ; the attentioniof the, patriot Ariftodemus to employs oe — 


even the amorous paffions of Philocles, in exalting and” 


ftrengthening his valour, is characteriftic. | 
In the dialogue between the two female friends, which 
opens the fecond aét,fwe find much tendernefs and ele- 
¢ gance, particularly in Dione’s fpeech : | 
‘ Say, my Anthemoe, thall the happy days 
Of childhood-fports and charming indolence . ~~ - 
Again retarn—when wé have led the dance 
Near crvftal Pamifus, and bath’d our limbs 
In the foft yielding lymph or cropt the flow’rs 
‘ That 
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* — That with their lively hues diverfify’d "3 
His bank ; or archetypes, which emulous, 
‘Tlie loom fhould rival, while in f@ftive fong =” 
The hours uncounted flew ?—&c, ° 

The renewed converfations of Ariftodemus with Philo- 
cles are mere repetitions of the former. ; 

There is much to praife in the third a€&t.. We are told, 
however, that the defcendants of A‘pytus are very nume- 
rous :‘furely theanxiety of their parents, which is here 
the chief fource of intereft, would have more propriety if 
they were few. 

The fcene in the fourth a&, in which Ariftodemus ac- 
quaints Dione with his intention of devoting her, pofleffes 
great merit. His ‘ Call me not farther,’ would be com- 
pletely admirable, were it not followed by unmeaning 
and cold amplifications: but the fucceeding fcene be-_ 
tween Philocles and Dione, which fhould naturally have, 
furpaffed this in tendernefs and pathos, (Philocles being 
wholly deftitute.of fenfe of dignity which fubdues the ex- 
preffion of violent emotion, )difappoints us. 

In the fifth aé&t, the hymn to Artemis,*which precedes 
the facrifice, is too full of placid imagery for the occafion. 
The cataftrephe may ferve as a- farther {fpecimen of the 
author’s manner : : : 

‘ Phil, Oh forgive 
The blafphemous aiperfions of my lovey 

_ And vain defite, that fondly caught at hope 

Of wrefting thee, by falfehood, from thy fate. 
Not the Caftalian {prings, that bathe the lips 
Of the Pierian maids; not fnows, that reft 
Unfunn’d on Rhodope, are cléar and fpotlefs 
As thy pure nature. “The malignant founds 
My flanderous tongue hath utter’d back recoil 
On my owmhead, like bold impieties 
Againft.th’ immortal gods, 

‘ Arif. cago ie 

I thank thee, that with noblenefs of mind, 

A fortitude divine, thou cant forgive 

The crueity that vindicates thy fame. : 

T lovethee more than life. ‘Th’ all-feeing gods, 

To whom thy favitlefs {pirit foon fhall wing 
"Ite bleffed way, know, what my ‘piric feels 

In lofing thee. ‘The blow, my fatal hand 

Aim’d at thy befom, thrills thy father’s heart, 


S 


ae 


With 





Prefton’s Poetical Works. 


With fharper pang than thine. My days tocome 
Will prove a blank,-adream of parted blifs, 
Thy pallid form, thus bleeding at my feet, 
Shall evermore be prefent.. Sweeteft bud, : 

~ ‘That prontis’d golden fruit, and, had the gods 
Indulg’d thee length of days, hadft dignified | - 
The foil that, gave thee birth. Oh, Joft for ever:! 

‘ Dio, _ Ye guardian gods, that o’er Meflenc seigns | 

Accept, this.free libation of my, blood ; 
I feel, it is the price of victory, 
I pour it on the laurels that adorn 
Our warriots brows, and never fhall they fade. 
And chief, ‘my father, on thy rev’rénd head, 
Immortal fhall they bloom. ‘The gods, the gods 
With care peculiar, guard thee. Philocles, 
Weep not ; nor turn afide thy face, nor drvop, . 
O’erwhelm’d with fhame ; the godshave thus decreed 
The camp expects thee ; haften to the | 
Referv’d for thee. Sparta fhall bite, the duft. 


"Tis paft,—’tis don¢.—-From woody Mznalus, 
‘To meet thy vot’ry come, thou virgin huntrefs ; 
' _ rife trom earth,—Oh father!—Philocles! [She dies. 
‘ Phil. “© ftay, chafte vitgin, 1 will follow thee! 
'* Fh death allied, enmbbled, and'complete ; 
' £) Concord hatmonitus of our fates. “One foul, 
One love, one forrow, one untimely torib.”: 


wee 


The reader will perceive that the ftyle ‘has’ neither the 
fimplicity nor the pregnant fententioufhefs ‘of the antient 
drama ; although “it is¥far from wanting beauty. The 
Greek manner feems néither to have beém attained nor 
attempted.. On the Whole, however, this tragedy is by 
no means one of the Jeaft fuccefstul Englifh. attempts to 
work upa’Grecianfterye ..: pevbishent 

The author promifes a third volume, in which will be 
contained a new edition ‘of his ‘ Democratic Rage,’ a tra- 
gedy. ; This Politecal Tragedy did not meet with our un-- 
| qualified applaule’: but, if we difcovered im it lemething 
toblame, we fourd™more to commend. © ° |’ 


The critical obfervations, as, fuggefted by the moft con- 
- fiderable pieces contained inthis collection, evince the 
general learning, good tafte, and judgmentof Mr. Prefton. 


ART. 
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Art. XIIi, TheBarifoed Man, a Novel. By, Charlotte Smith, 
rue _t2mo. 145. Sterl. Bos de Cadell. 

’ OWARDS a writer to whom the pablic has been 


fo often 
andfo much indebted for amufement as to Mrs. Charlotte 
Smith, confiderable* indvigence is due, when fhe finds heffelf 
under the neceflity of publithing a work which, in the words 
of Dr. Johnfon, the canfeffes ‘to have been compofed « amidit 
inconvenience and diftraGtion, in ficknefs and in forrow ;” and 
though it may not enhance the intrinfic value of her produce | 
tions, “% the impreffionof her domeftic troubles has fea her 
to introduce into hernovels trequent allufions to her own me- 
lancholy ftory, it fhould be remembered that what the heaft 
feels {trongly, the tongue and the pen will not eafily réfrain 
from expreifing. Leaving it to'candour to frame the neceflary 
apology on thi; occafion; we fhall proceed to report the peculiar 
character of the prefent novel, 

The idea 6f'the ftory is taken ftom the late and prefent fit 
fering of the’French emigrants ; and the fair writer, (to ufe 
her own expreffion;) has* aimed lefs at the wonderful and 
extraordinary, than at connecting, by a chain of poffible cir- 
cumitancesy events, fome of which have happened, and all cf 
which might’ have happened, to an individual under the exi- 
Stree banifhment. and profcription.”. Her banifhed man, 

‘Alonvilley palsy, sasough yagious {cenes, which _ftrongly 

excite the reades’s fympathy : but, in fome of them, incidents 
occur which fe fent Before the fancy images of a more pleafing 
nature, At firft, he meets with kind holpitality and affectionate . 
friendfhip, which he repays by hazardous exertions in the 
fervice of his benefaftors ; irom whofe proteftion, however, he 
is banifhed by the intrigves, ot’ a bafe diffembler, the Abbe 
Heurthofen, in whofe charatter is exhibited a lively _pictare of 
low cunning and vile hypoctify. Atterward, falling into the 
fociety uf a tellow-fufferer, De Touranges, roving in fearch of 
his wifé and mother, who ha@.efcaped from prifon; and form- 
ing an acqdaintancé with an open hearted. Englifhman, named 
_ Ellefmeré, whom travelling had divefted of the narrow {pirit ot 
4° (| Sationaliy;” D’Alonville accompanies the latter to England, 
* and vifits his facljef’s feat. He is now introduced to various 
branches of his friend’s fatnily, and his reception by different 
| charaététs, in whom nationality affumes a diverfity of forms, is 
_ humoronfly defctibed. In a neighbouring village he finds the 
. Wife and mother of De Touranges, and meets with a charming on 
3 ‘ girl, Angelina Denzil, tot whom he conceives a ferious and 
‘ie permanent paflion, The tale of the Denzil family is an epifode, - 
; . Which feems to have been iuggefted to the author by her own 
fi:uation, but ig not on this account the lefs touching. D’A- 
vou. If, Aa : lonville . 
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loivilley however, ‘finding .in his prefent fituation infuperable 
obftacles to the completion of his inefs, determines to 
leave England, and to return to. the Continent in fearch of 
De Toutanges, to communicate to him the welcome. tidin 

- that his wife and mother were found, This refolution leads» 
him through feveral fcenes which the writer has fufficiently 
darkened with diftrefs and horror ; and ‘vhich too much obli-’ 
terate, from D’Alonville’s mind, the principal object of his: 
iearch : tor not éafily finding De Touranges, he feems to abandon 
him to the fufpenfe and defpair to which D’Alonville knew he 
was apreys and from which it was in his power to relieve him, 
At lait, however, returning to. Englandy his adventures take a 
fortunate turn. He meets his friend De Touranges, conducts 
him to his wife and mother, and is himfelf. married to An- 
gelina, | 

Many interefting particulars occur, which are not noticed” 
in the preceding brief and general outline. In fome parts of 
the ftory, the teader’s fympathy is ftrongly excited ; in others, 
he is amufed with a glowing and even comic reprefentation of 
chara¢ters ; and the work throughout difcovers a ready invention’ 
and a corre& tafte. 

We fhall fay nothing of Mrs, Smith’s political converfion, 
nor concerning the warmth with which fhe now expreffes her- 
felf againft the French government. It is natural that her mind 
fhould revok from the horrors committed in France ; and it is 
equally natural for new converts to be zealous, 


siiians 





Art. XIV. The Royal Captives : a Fragment ot Secret Hiftory. 
Copied from an old Manufeript. By Ann Yearfly. 12mo, 
Philade!fhia. Reprinted by Campbell. 

T H E ftruggles of a powerful mind, to overcome the obfta- 

cles which refult from the want of early inftraction, are 
fuch as ought to intereft every fpeétator. If there be any indi- 
vidual whofe efforts démand aid in preference to-thofe of others, 
it is the Being who fteadily labours to overcome thefe obftinate 
impediments, ‘The reafon is evident: fuch pggtons exert theis 
vigour firft to obtain and afterward to communicate knowledge. 

On them the advice of the»critic ought to be carefully and liber- 

ally beftowed, and the bounties of the public: fhowered ; for, 

were this the practice, their difficulties would quickly difappear. 

Untortunately, it is not; and their mortifications ate fach as 

would deftroy minds of a lefs robuft texture, 

Of this defcription is Mrs. Yearfley. Nurtured in ignorance, 
yet eager to be informed ; bearing her milk-pail, and ftudying 

her rs RE confined to the intercourfe of the ~ a 
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panting tor.the fociety of the wife; her fpirit fighing at the 
profpect in view, yet not yielding, but enf@uring neglect, and 
fhaking off defpondency ; we contemplate ftrife like this with 
lively emotions in favour of the combazant, The pertormance 
before us demonftrates that the fuccour of which Mrs. Yearfley 
was in need has beea denied ; particularly that moft effential part, 
a familiar communication with that clafs ot people which is ge- 
nerally the beft informed. On no other principles can we explain 
the ftriking contra between the ftrength of thought and the 
weaknefs of judgment, which fo perpetually obtrudes itfelf on 
the reader +, the Royal Captives. ‘The almoft continued infla- 
tion of, the ftyle, and the writer’s frequent power of expreffion ; 
the crade and disjointed manner in which fhe has planned and 
purfued her ftory, with the occafional force difcovered in the 
incidents, in the chara¢ters. which are delineated, and in the 
bold philofophy at which Mis, Y. aims ; are equally can{picuous, 
The -faftidious critic will prefently throw down the book, in dif- 
gut; while he, who is more intimately acquainted with’ the 
powers of mind, wil} with that he had been prefent with her, 
while the was planning and writing it, to have aided her with his 
advice. Mars, Y, has delighted in poctry ; and this predilection 
thas ocgafioned heréo ufe continual inverfions, and uncouth meta- 
phors,-in her profe; many of which are unfit for any fpecies of 
compofition,..OF this kind ,are ¢ he pointed my ftrong ideas’— 
He'beld to my reafen the volinge of the world’—* 1 panted to frike 
apon the world asa meritorious character’—* His perfuafive elo- 
quence darted enthusiasms through my trame’—* Birds brcke nog 
their fong at my approach,’ &c. &c, . 

The incidents -are generally improbable ; not becaufe events 
more ftrange and incredible have not happened, but becaufe, 
in the writer's hafte to produce great effects, the haw neglected 
the migutia which are, neceflary for that purpofe, Every event, 
however great or grand, fhogkd fieal onthe mind; and, though 
untorefeen, when it. has ha » fhould feem.as if it could not 

_ have failed to happen which can only be effected by a recital of 
the many fmail and intermediate events with which it is linked. 
Krom the fame — there isa want of progrefiion in the fto. 
Lieto. in ftriking incadette, which fe Pat not 

patience.and jadgment enough to prepare, fhe hurries 

- forwards to an other, bn thus gobs.each of that force which the 
has-been fo atdent toimpatt.... rae 

With all theie- defects, and more, the woman of genius is fel. 
dom abfent. She is indeed too full of complaint, too apt to be- 
wail inftead of obviating the evils of men, and wa gloomy and 
difpiriting forthe morality which we with to. fee inculcated. 
The endeavour of every author ought to be to infpire fortitude. 

To 
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To teach complaint and defponding refiynation is the tadiéal dify 
eale of fentimental matters and ‘miffes who write ‘nove)s for the 
perufal of each other :—bug the ftrong mind of Mrs. Yearfly 
ought to counteract fach imbecility, We mbit not however fore 
| get that, afpiring to rank with the nobleft tpirits, and teeling 
erfelf almoit trodden down among the moft‘lowly, her philofo- 
phy muft have been uncommonly found; had the not been per. 
fuaded that fhe is very unfortunate.” Her preface affords futici. 
ent proofs of what her feelings are.—She fays ; ae 
«I love Fame, though Ihave only heard her whifpers; am 
fenfible fhe incites towards the wonderful, the great and’ good ; 
and that authors, who affeét to defpife her, are cowards, infin~ 
cere, and guilty of pee Yer there is (a) vatt difference’ 
in [between] being her lover and her flave, «bor me, I ‘confefs 
myielf not deafto, nor independent of the’ voice of thé ‘world; 
excépt in thofe enraptured moments when bewitching fancy ren. 
ders me infenfible to the real dependencies of life. In poetry, 
I am her flave; inprofe, Ewifhherto be mine. In private for- 
row, fhe has, through agloomy paffage of twenty years, proved 
my enchanting friend, None may condemn mie; nature her- 
felf drew delufion in the defart where I was’ beloved by fancy, 
before I was alive to fame; and talted more delight than 
have-fince found in the midft of proud fociety were favour falls 
heavily on the heart from the hand of arroganee.—. 
¢ One of my motives for serge. the work. unfinithed, is, 
a the world may fpeak of me as 1 am, whiltt T have power to 
ear. The clouds that hang over my fortunes intervene between 
me.and the public, Linceifantly ftregele to diffipate them, feel 
thofe ftrgzgles vain and {half drop in’ the effort This -confola- 
tion J fhajl, however, bear with me to the verge of life, ‘that, to 
thofe who have guided me by the facred and lambent flame of 
friendhhip, my memory will be dear; and that whilft malice 
feebly breathes, truth will boldygronounce.’ : : | 
; The ftorv of this work is taken from the impenetrable hiftory of 
the Man in the Iron Mafk, foppofed twin-brother of Louis X1V, 
whom Mrs. Y. has formed into a hufband auda father ; relating 
the adventures of him, his wife apd his fony»ptincipally «in the 
perfon of the latter. OR ae TR: FORE AS ake ' 
If the reader of thefe volumes has thought»before, they will 
lead him to think again. ‘They will furprize.thefe who delight 
“in the marvellous, and will be acceptable to‘fuch as weep over 
the calamities to which royalty is fabject. Thofe who bay books 
. will much more frequently bey worfe than better); and thofe who 
Tove to encourage an enterprizing, and however abafhed and fub- 
dued, no vulgar fpirit, wall nor think ‘thei: money ill beftowed. 
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* ART. XV. The Few. A Comedy.’ Performed at the Thearre 


Royal, Drory-lanes By Richard Cumberland, Efy. Phila- 
delphia Reprinted by Rice, 25 cents. 
HE treatment which the Jews have experienced for many 
ages refleéts great difcredit on the Chniftian world. Even 
in ptoteftant countries; where they have not been confignedsby 
a court of inquifition to the flames, they have been almoft uni- 
verfally confidered as objeéts of ayerfion or contempt ; and 
perhaps nothing has contributed mores in Jater times, to diffufe 
and eltablith this difgracefal prejudice againft a fet of unhappy 
wanderers, than the manner in which they have been repre- 


featéed ‘on the ftage. Whenever the charaéter of a Jew has 
‘been exhibited for the entertainment of the public, it has not 


been thought fufficient to expofe his national peculiarities to 
Fidicale, but hé muft be alfo hoiden up to infamy as a bleodc: 


‘thirfty ‘villainy hard-hearted ufurer, or a fly and pitiful 


This praéticé has fo fuccefsfully. rooted the iliberal and vulgar 
antipathy to the unfortucate defcendants of Abraham, thar few 

le p@thaps now heara Jew mentioned, without thinking of 
the cruel Shylock, or of-eunning little Ifeac, 

Several veats ago, in the 6th namber of « The Obferver,” 
Mr. Cumberland remarked: the abfurdity and inhumanity of 
this pra¢tice, and, with his ufual elegance illofirated the fub- 
ject by introducing letter.of complaint from a Jew. In the 

oftferipty “Ab. “Abrahams adds, « I hope I flail not give 
Crrence if Ifay, ‘that if you could perfuade one of the gentie- 
men or ladies who write plays to give us poor Jews a kind Jie 
in a new Comedy, Il am'bold to promife we fhould not prove 
ungrateful ona thitd night.”-This kind lift Mr. Cumberland 


“himfelf. has given to them, He has written a comedy, the 


principal defign of which is to exhibit on the flage the charaéler 
of an “honeit and charitable Jew; and the tafk is’ executed 
with th¢ fame foundnefs Messmer and elegance df tafte 
which have diftinguifhed Mr°C.’s. former productions, —There 


_aré indeed, in the play, few incidents either to excite or to 


gtatify the {pectator’s curiofity ; and the reft of the characters, 
“as in a hee rete picture, are only  iutroduced to give 
prominence and dixinétion!to ‘the principal figure ;—but the 
character of the Jew is admirably drawn; andy. allowing for 
fome ciricature. heightening, which was doubtlefs thought 
“neveffarv toincreale the effect of repreientation, we are will- 
ing to believe that it isa portrait ot which, in the main 


“ features,’ originals exiit im: real life, Jt is fusely poflible for 2 
’-tpany as Sheva (the Jew), fays, to love his money very well, 


and yet tolove: his friends better. ‘The moral dentiments of 
the piece area cer fderatie ecditicn to its -saleg, Ofite lan- 
a guage 
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gua tris ntarly wnfieceflary to fpeak, Mr.C. cangote §- 
eeage ili s—butwe moft remark that ss a a fentenges g 
occur in ‘the dialogue. : : 
In the mouth of Sheva's rege 1, an ‘excellent charafter 
- in the walk of low humour, the, following owing pun is at leait paff- 
able :—* Our people have never tafted bacon fince they came 
out ot the land fof ham’. The duel between the two friends, 
Frederic and Charles, Skeva’s beneficiaries, produces | little 
effect, and might very weil have been fpated, — 
As a fpecimen, we quote the following feat between’ Sheva 
and Frederic : 
‘ Sheva, You are welcome, Mr. Bertram; out bofinefs may 
quickly be difpatch’d, You want.three hundred pounds hate 
mad: thift to fcrape that fum together, and itis ready for you, 
_* Fred, Alas, Sheva} fince lait I faw you I am fo totally un. 
done, that it wov’d now be robbery to take dp aia 
father has expelled me from his-houfe. ! 
t Sheve.. Why ? for what canfe? _ 
6 Frede thave married— , 
© Sheva. Well, that is natural encnigh. ie 4 
‘ Fred. Married without his knowledge— < ae 
* Shewa. Sodid he without your's, What betes? if 


> € 


© Fred: Matrieda wile without a sthry a, 
‘ Sheva. Ah} that is very filly, moft ays. 


‘ ¥red. You'cou'dnot fay foidid you know 
¢ Sheva, ‘That may be, ‘but I do not teins lady we 


@have not nam’d her tome... 
© Fred. The fitter of Charles Rateliffes | tae iaas! 
¢ Sheva. Ah! to Mis. Ratcliffe’? Is it fo?:; ‘And the irioce 
‘and lovely, but the has no; monies : and: that t bas made your ¥ 
der very angry with you?» 
6 tyes a react Sipmncapedbesuae? to hn ei Ae 
28 Sheva; y trul sand ft ds t your T 
is not-the osly man in England does shink fo 0% Leonfet'm 
very much of his mind in refpect of monies. 
oa ine I' knew you are ‘therefore keep your money, and 
good morning tayou, 

© Sheva, © Hola, hold, be not fo hafty !.1f I do.love tny mo- 

nies it may be becaufe | Aare itn: my power to: ae thempto 


Go Ww ae $e i 


ang But Uhave faid d never-ean repay syou, wilt you vare 
gn this world... SE 
6 Sheva, Perhaps 1 thall be content tobe: repaid wheel am 
out of it—I believed have a pretty many pop cbite ‘ot —_ fore 
upon the. file. 


“« Fred, Ido not rightly underfand: you. | s2% me 
© Shewus 
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© Sheva. - Reais have a little patience till I am better 









underitood.——Sir had a match for you in view : 
































‘t Fred, He had.” 

» © Sheva. What was the lady’ ‘3 fortune ? 

: = © Fred.Tenthoufand. : 

S| € Sheva, ‘That isa goot saiadticn ; Wier bh 
a and you do love your wife. 


f Fred. As dearly as yoo love your money 
© Sheva, A little better we will hope, for I do lend s my monies 
to my: friend.—For inftance, take thefe we , three hundred 
pounds—~What ails you ?—They are » they oe bank 
—Oh!. ve ing baa rata teen took emg coine, I pray 
yoyr take them. will. hire you very pret ngs aod 
you will be very happy with your a re log you 4 
take them. —-Why will you be fo hard with a poor Jew as ‘to re- + 
fufe him a goot bargain, when you know he loves to lay his mo- vs 
4 nies out to profit and yon |: ie ‘ , 
be ‘ Fred. Are you in carneft ? You aftonifh me. 3 
ys * Sheva. lama little Monika too, for I did never fee a man 
| fo backward to take a madi you are not like yourfader. I. 
§ am afraid you are alittle 
a ‘ Fred, You fhall not ery fo: 1 accept your geni rous tenders. 
B | © Sheva. I with it wasten thovfand pounds, then your goot 
fader wou'd be well content. 
€ Fred, Yes, of two equal fortunes1 believe he wo'd be good _ 
enou h to let mle take my choice. ‘7 
beva. Oh! thatis very kind ; he wou'd give you the pre~_ 1 
febiace when he had none himfelf. 
« Fred. wh fo : but what acknowledgment fhall I five you 
for thefe 
‘ Sheva. oie, none ; Ldo acknowledge them my elf with 


very great pleafures in ee and ‘no {mall pains in parting 
an 






from theme I pray you make. yourfelf and pretty wifé com, 
fortable with the monies, will Paap e mytelf aswell as 
E can without them—Ah, r Sheva w pen od art beggar’ man, 
who will take pity of "aay ?-Well, well! no matrers—now 





I muft take a fittle walk about my bufinefs—I pray you pardom 


q my unpolitenefs, 
: ‘ Fred. _Noapology :-1 amr gone~-Farewell, Sheva ! Thou 
a mifer! thou art a prince. [Exits 


¢ Sheva. . Jabal! open the door.’ 

We a heard, but we know cody “eer gf it be a fatt, that 
the fons of Levi haye not been backwatd in ‘teftifying their 
eye to Me. Sr “for ie fonoutible a tion to 

eit * 


be 
Ey 
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Aa. XVI. Caroline Merton, founded on Faéts, By a Lady. 12mos 
"2 Vols. 6s. Sterl. fewed. Richardfon, Ed 

ZY H O S E whoeftimate a ftory by the quantity of love which 

it contains will be highly pleafed wath this novel... Pechaps 
a greater number of lovers have feldom been brought together 
withia fo narrow a compals ;. and their loves, too, fo. charmingly 
intertwined !~. ‘tis for all the world, Ma’amy, like that tangled 
fkein of filk, which is this moment trying your patience!” The 
handjome and amiable Seymour adores the divine + aroline, while 
the gentle good-hbumoured Emily decretly pines for him. | The 
divine Caroline captivates the heart of Seymour’s bofom-friends 
who nobly facrifices friendthip to love. The fafcinating, but 
anprincipled, Colonel Clayton takes a trip with the presty Kmmay 
a rich heirefs, to Gretna, and returns to fall in love with Ca. 
roline, and to perfecute her with his criminal paflion. The 
modefty fenfible, and well-educated Lawrence torms,a tender at- 
tachinent to the giddy and affeed Marianne, who fondly throws 
herfelt into the aris of the impudent Capt. Rainsford. What a 
delightful groupe of inamoratos ; how enchanting the tale which 
twilts and untwifts their loves ! So expeditioufly too! all done in 
two {mall volumes; and room, after all, left fer,a pathetic tale 
of Amelia’s forrows!—How much might the voluminous and 
tircumftantial Richardfon have profited, had he enjoyed the bene 
fit of fuch a wonderful example of literary difpatch { 


» 





° 
Arr. XVII. The Wedding Day, a Comedy: in two Ads. As 
pe rformed at the Theatre Royal, Druty-lane. By Mrs. Inch- 
ald. 8vo. 1s, Sterl. Robinfons. 

V HA TEV ER fault rigid criticifm may detect in the 

plot of this little piece, as exhibiting incidents which 

verge on improbability, it is compenfated’by the eafe and viva- 

city of the dialogue, and the ftrongly marked diftinctuefs of the 

charaéters. ‘Ihe whimfical oddity of Sir Adam Conteft is well 

contrived to raife a laughs; and Lady Conteft. has peculiar fea- 

tures of gay fimplicity, which do credit to the inventive talents 
‘of Mrs, Inchbald. ; 





—ar 


Art. XVIII. Heigh:bo for a Hufoand ! a Comedy : as performed 
at the ‘Theatre Royal, in the Hay market, January 14, 1794- 

_ Svo. 1s, 6d. Stet, Arrowfmjth. 
T HIS dramatic piece is a parody. of Farquhar’s comedy of 
the Beaux Stratagem. Charlotte and Maria, two giddy 
girls of family, who quit the protection of their friends, and 
traverfe the country in fearch of hufbands, are given as the 
counterpart 
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countefpart of Archer and Aimwell ; Mrs. Milleclack the land- 
lady, of Boniface; her fon Frank, of Daughter Cherry ; and 
fo of the reft, ‘The frolic lafts only half a We ; during which 
thefe forward miffes, who do very little credit to their breeding, 
fall in love, one with the landlady’s fon, and the others with a 
{pirited clown who turns out to be a young efquire. In the 
evening, the father of Charlotte overtakes them, and fome- 
what too kindly confents to the completion of thefe foolifh mat- 
one that the girls may no longer cty Heigh-ho for a huf- 
nd ! 

As apatody, the piece is entitled to no commendation. In 
witand humour it falls far fhort of the original ; though fome 
of the chatatters are not without merit. The talkative landlady, 
her rattling fon, the fimple clown Timothy, and the, country 
malkin Dorothy, are well conceived and exprefled, ‘The gen- 
teel characters are leaft diftinctly marked. The Epilogue, by 
Mr. Colman, is written with greateafe, and contains two admi- 
table matrimonial fketches. 


ies 





Art. XIX. Poems written in chofe C. onfinement in the Tower, and 
_ Newgate, itdet a Charge ot High Treafon. By John Thelwall. 
4to. 2s. Sterl, Ridgway. 

R. Thelwall bimfelf thall charafterife thefe poems. —‘They 

have,’ fays: he, ‘ perhaps, little but fentiment to recom- 
mend them y are generally tran{cripts of the heart, rather 
than flights of the imagination ; rather intended to rouze the 
patriotic feeling, than calculated to amufe the admirer of pocti- 
cal enthufiafm. I have fpoken what! felt ; not confidered what I 
fhould fpeak ; a method, “at leaft, the moft honeft, and fome- 
times the moft fuccefsful, inappealing to the hearts of others,’— 
This feems at once both juft aha modeft. «We deem of his poctry 
as the author deems, according to the foregoing fhort extract 
from his pretfatory Advertifement + but w&.muit add that we 
admire the flow of {pirits and the fortitude that cdyld produce fuch 
lines under /uch circumftances ! The following maybe given as a 
f{pecimen : Fis, 


« Srawuas ;—~Tower, Sept. 28, 1994. 
© Short is perhaps our date of life, 
But let es while'we live be gay— 
To thofe be'thought, and anxious care, © 
Who build upow the diftant day. 
¢ “Tho’ in our cup tyrannic Power 
. Would dath the bitter dregs of fear, 
Vor. Il Bb 
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The National Advocates ; a Poem: 


We'll gaily quaffithe mantling draught,” 
+While Patriot toafts the fancy chear, 
« Sings not the feaman, tempeft.toft, 
: When furges wath the riven fhroud— 
_ Scorning the threat’ning voice of Fate, 
.. That pipes in rocking winds aloud ? 
Yes jhe eab take his chearful glafs, 
And toatt his miftrefs.in the ftorm, 
While duty and remember’d joys 
By turns his honeft bofom warm. 
* ¢ And thall not wein ftorms of ftate, 
Atbafe opp cone fry Jaugh, 
And while th ex fpirits flow, 
"Fo Freedom fill,tand featlefe quaff? 
.<..¢ Short is perhapsour date of life, =. 
But let us ae ayo live be gay—,_ 
“To thofe be thdught, ‘and anxious carey 
Who build upon thediftant day.’) ° ioe 
Mitr « litle poem,’ “the author obferves, «was the firlt, 
int of date, written undef any im reffion vat Ourdives were 
















a weighed ‘in Of Og ¢.’—There® is 
another oes We nacreomticy Wtaten with yet fuperior 
vivacity. are odes, teams “ballad, &ce ‘of various 
poetic merit : i writer's polit | political ae Wve ating many 
of them, and Pom ~~ indeed, -the « infp it” of 
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Aart. xx PAE Walisncd a Seavocaces’ soa Po ™ ee 
infcribed to the Hon. ‘Thomas E Hikine, : 
Efgq. 4to, pp. 33-25. 6d. Sterile. Debrett. 
The *Scrrio and Laur Us of the bar’ are here not inpropes 

celebratéd.as 

© Fraternal sivecibes in Freedom’ $ canfe.’— 
‘ To you, entitled to the world’s sapplaute, 3 
_ . » Fraternal advocates in Freedom’s caule : 
‘2 To you, whom Friendfhip with fond pride unites, 
With all the luftre of her ancient rites, 
“Ofequal probity and varied powers, 
_In arduous duty’s {pirit-trying hours, 
.. Each to the other a benignant ftar, 
‘The Scipio and the Lelius of the.bar :— © 
To you, illuftrious friends, whofe le ae 
Shall lait, while Law herfelf, a facred name, 4 
. olds 















































‘The National Advocates ; a Poem, 183 


-Holds her pritneval tight; her bleft employ, 
Parent of P rites and cherifher of joy :— 

To you I offer, norwill you refufe, 
You, who as Freedom’s child’ carels the Mafe.’ 

In this performance, the Mufe “of Freedom has exerted her 
powers, of whatever magnitute they may be deemed, in afferting 
the noble caufe in which, on this, occafion, fhe is engaged ; and 
efpecially in rehearfing the uncommon merits of the profeflional 

ntlemen already named: particularly on account of their late 

uccefsful efforts in Saweutdhepiston imprifoned on a charge 
of High Treafon. gt 
¢ When a fick nation, like a feverith child, 
_ Sinks in a panick, wayward, dark, and wild ; 
From fear to fear in blind confufion runs, 
Miftakes for foreignimps her genuine fons ; 
Calls Loyaltya Traitor, Trotha Liar, 
‘ <a And Freedom’s vital warmth Sedition’s fire : 
, When rampant Power, beyond Ixion proud, 
__.»Impregnates with chimeras every cloud, 
“=” = . Bleft be the minds, whofe virtuous labours ferve 
SS. "To fave their darkling country’s vifual: nerve ; 

While fancied plots and fhadowy perils fly 
~ Diftemper’s film, that dimm’d the nation’s eye, 

Who, with recover’d fight exults to fee 

It is nof treafon ftill to with her free.’ . 
























This patriotic poet, however attached to the interefts of liberty, 
' igno friend to French Phila aphy 3 againft which, and its. at- 
tendant, Licentiou/ne/t, he inveighs with becoming indignation, ; 
concluding what he fays on this head with the. Pca iae appli- 
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« Brave generous Britons, who have'lefs to fear 
- From openenmity’s uplifted fpear; 
Beware this {miling peftilence, and know, y , 
In French. Philofophy your deadlieft foe!’ | 
After fome pertinent allusions to. the .milsufe of the. antient 
Greek and Roman eloquence, and juftly giving preference sto 
the more virtuous oratory of our countrymen of the prefent age, 
the poet concludes with the following apoftrophe to the diftin- 
_guifhed heroes ot his panegyric : RSG. Gh Toe ee 
‘ Ertkine and Gibbs ! whofe names, to Nature dear, 
t Ages unborn may, gratefully revere ; ' | 
While this memorial of your.worth I raife, . 
‘ And firmly credit what | fondly: praife ; 













» One 



























Holcroft’s Letter to Windham. 


One hateful truth fhall. Mem’ry dare fu > 
Grav'd on the deep recefles of the b : 
Rudely fhe teaches, from her ample range, 
"That Public Virtue is moft apt to change... 
., _ The faithful hand, that thefe frank lines fupplied, 
Ne’er lavith’d incenfe by the heart belied; 
But, with fond zeal to court in joyous youth 
A public idot of imagin‘d truth, 
as ott difcarded an unfinifh’d tafk, 
inding Apoftacy in Virtue’s mafk ; 
- For ere my fingers could the garland weave, 
Like that our haplefs Father twin’d tor Eve, 
It dropp’d, and all its faded rofes fhed, 
Scorning to garnifh an apoftate’s head. 
But iaay this civic wreath, in eager hafte 
Form’d of wild flowers, by Merit’s fmile be grac’d! 
For lives preferv’d unqueftionably due, 
(The namelefs donor proves the tribute true ;) 
Bays from Sincerity’s obfcure retreat » 
May cherith Virtue in Contention’s heat. 
Ye, towhom England owes a pleafing debt, 
‘That Englith gratitude fhould n:’er forget ; 
Thus Freedom prays, to recompence your cafe, 
Deign, righteous Heav’n ! to ratify wie HE $y 
“ Live my firm aids to life’s fereneftend,. » 
Friends toeach other, each the people’s fgiend ; © 
- Live beyond life of Briton’s glory. part, 
Enfhrin’d for ever in the public heart !’’ 
Of the poetry in which this namelefs and‘to us unknown wri- 
ter has clothed his very laudable fentiments, it feems’ fcarcely 
“neceffary for us tofpeak, after it has foamply fpoken for itfelf in 
the preceding extracts. | 


‘ 





Art. XXI. 4 Letter tothe Right Hon, William Windbam, on the 
Intemperance and dangerous Tendency of his public Conduct, 
By Vhomas Holcroft. 8vo, 1s. 6d, Sterl. Symonds, 

R. W. is here charged with having, in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, infultingly refle€ted oa the perfons lately indicted 
at thé Cld Bailey for Hiak ‘Treason, and acquitted ; of which 
numbe; Mr. H. was one. ‘The offence given by Mr. W. is that 
of having mentioned thefe perfons by the appellation of « acquitted 

felons.” —In refentment of this opprobrium, and folecifm, Mr. H. 

feverely attacks the offender, accufing him not only of ufing in-. 

temperate language as a public orator, but charging him with the 
dangerous tendency of his minifterial conduct. ; 
. t 
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‘ Ie is my —pinion,’ fays Mr. H.-< it is the opinion of thoufands, 
that you are one of the foremoft among thofe miftaken men, who 
have brought innumerable miferies upon Europe: and the immi- 
nent danger that you may efientially contribute to prodace more, 
_is the reafon of my writing to you. — But Sir, I-wifh you and my 

readers carefully to remember that I do not charge you with in- 
tentional guilt. Itis athing indeed with which I believe no man 
can be truly charged : and in your cafe, f find abundant ° proofs 
that your intentions. have been virtuous,. It is your ignorance, 
yourerrors, your paflions, only that are wicked and deftructive. 
You will almoft beyond a doubt believe the ignorance, error, 

fion, and vice to be mines’ I canhot help it. Ido my duty, 
* telling fome few of thofe fearful truths with all:of which no 


- 


man is acquainted, and leave the world to judge of the accuracy 
of the ftatement.’ 3 
The writer here anticipates the following indignant queftion 
from the Right Hon, Gentleman whom he has fo freely addrefled, 
«« Who Sir, are you, that dare thus publicly arraign men in power, 
and meafures of government?” Mr. H. anfwers *I ama man; 
have a portion of the reafoning faculties of mam; have a feeling 
of the injuries he fuffers.; have a profpect of the good he may ac- 
quire ; and that b regard all diktindions except thofe of mo- 
rals and of mind, as viciousand abfurd.’ ! 
He proceeds—‘ I have an additional motive, or rather duty : 
] am one of thofe acquitted felons,” who after having been de- 
clared innocent by what the law ityles their country, Pen: to be 
in danger of being voted guilty in the Houfe of Commons. 
Yes, Sir, I mutt again affert, I, like you Have tov feeling, have 
a fenfe of injury, have fome principles by which I imagine I can 
dittinguith between right and wrong, and though I hope I have 
not thethirft of revenge, Icertainly have the defire of juftice: 
The fpitit of unrelenting animofity with which T and my fellow: 
fufferers have been purfued, is fo bitter, fo: abfolutely unmixed 
with any compunctiohi of benevolence, fodifappointed in its appe- 
tite for vengeance and blood, and fo fanatically pertinaciolis in con- 
tinuing its rae na to forebode the danger of future fcenes, the 
very alpect of which petrifies men with horror Sityitis time you 
fhould awake ! Ir is time the nation fhould awake! J: istime that 
the fimpletrath fhould be told, without. referve ;, be the confequen- 
ces to the teller what they may. Let him but obrain the end he 
propofes, and. if he fuffer he will be bieit in foffering,’ vdieo 
In farther explaining his motives tor thus fingling out, Mr. Ws 
on this occafiou, he thus pointedly expreffes his purpofe :—. 
« Il addrefs myfelf to you, becaufe your public conduct will-be: 
the principal fubject of this Letter : and the chief topics 1. thall 
have to difcufs willbe the injuitice, the acrimony, and the damges 
tous tendency, of that conduct ; withall which errors 1 think ir 
teem, 
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teems. It once was afked, Can any good come out-of Nazareth? 
No lefs incredulous, "you too perhaps in a more bitter tone wil] 
demand, Can any good proceed from the heart-of a traitor ? The 
quettion leads me direétly to the point. - ‘The memorable words, 
uttered by you on the firt night of the meeting of Parliament, 
will for ever remain on the records of hiftory, asa proof of the 
wncharitable, mad, and mifchievous fpirit, which charaCterizes 
the prefent moment, and prefent men. « All parties have. been 
heated 3 all perhaps have been more orlefs mad : but yours, to 
pene coarfe but firong phrafe, yours has long been and is ftark - 
mad.’ , 

In purfuit of the declared intention, Mr. H.»proceeds. to ar- 
raign fit is now dis turn, } the political principles and condu@t of 
thofe who inftigated’the late inefficacious. profecutions of * ino- 
cent men.’ In effeGting this, he aflumes a tone of harfhnefs which 
fome may think lefs fuitable to his cenfure' ot Mr.: W,’s.¢intem. 
— and that of ¢ his party,’ than applicable: to the pride of 

genes trampling on the pride of Plato. ~ : 

. Quitting, at length, the obnoxious fabjeét of the acguitted fe- 
lousy our expottulator takes larger grounds and brings a vigoreus 
enign againit Mr. W. as adeferser of his old Oppeftional friends. 
On this topic he expatiates with a mixture of warmth and farcafm, 
which the friends of adminitrationwill, doubtlefs, refer to. the 
{pirit.of party. - Eee 

He now takes ftillh wider range and impeaches the general con- 
doctofour miniftry, with: reference to principles of government, 
£0. continental meafures, and to the grounds and tendency of the 
prefent War.—- * Yau 7 ia . 

. Having thus, with perhaps more eppeatance of ‘acrimony than 
might haye been expected from the cool temper of ‘Philofophic in- 
veftigation ufually difplayed in Mr, H.'s literary difcuffions, are 
raigned ard condemned the ftate-culprits’ whom he has here 
brought to trial, he retums to his patticular impeachment of the 
Right Hon. Member for Norwich, efpecially / regarding him in 
his public capacity.as reprefentative of that city ; and perhaps 
this.part of chis performance will, by his. Norfolk readers, be 
deemed the moit entertainingy on account of the anecdotes whieh 
arévhere introduced. .. : ek, 5. . 

Mr.) bi. concludes in the ‘following ftrain which, ta fome may 
appear unexpettediy epelogetica/, and, by his readers in. generals 
will no doudrebe:admitted ia proof efhis candour::: but he: feri, 
Oddly difclaims all: intention to apelogize. We Mhall add the pat- 
fage, and thus cjole; the article 2! die ge ithe : 

* From deliberateexamination,’ fays our author, *1 do .moft 
fincerely and from my. foolbelieve you would be among the ‘firit 
todficviate the prefent-miferies of the poor, and ‘aid-in’ theip fu- 
ture felicity did-yon knowg¢he means! and that you would be mo 
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Holcroft's Narrative of Faéls, &t. i> 


lefs zealous *> do as.much good to the nation and to mankind as 
you have contributed to do harm, but fromthe impediments ari- 
fing from ignorance. Igncrance is the fource of your impotences 
iguorance 1s the origin of all che errors of which I or the world 
camaccufe you. . Toattribuie the miichief of which the mok per- 


_nicious of men, are guilty to any other caule whether to their des 


light-in,malice,, the vice inherent in their mature, or apy imagie 
nary. conttitutional defect whatever, is the reafon of all our uncha4 


‘sitablenefs, and want of aibamay. . Buty. though the knowledges 


of this. trath would induce me t@eferve and never to injure the 
worft man.on earth, it mat notlcad me, ia forbearance to the 
individual, toneglect my duty to the whole. .My intention has 
not been to wound, but to awaken, to warn, and if poflible. to 
fhorten thofe woes with which the arrogance ahd errorsof men 
are afflicting the earth. In declaring this, 1 make no apology ; 
for I mutt. not apologize for having difcharged a duty.’ 


—- 





Arr. XXH. °° 4 Narrative of Faas rélating to a profecntion for 
-\ High Treajon ; Including the Addrefs to the Juty, which ‘the 
Court refufed to hear: with Letters to the Attorney General; 
Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, Mr. Serjeant*Adair, the Honovrable 
‘“Thodtas Erfkine; and Vicary Gibbs, Efg. and the Defence the 
- Author had prepared, if he had bee brought to’ Trial. ‘By 
‘Thomas Holcroft. 8vo, gs. 6d’ Steril. Symonds. 
7 E learn from hiftory that, at various periods, the peoplé 
/ of this country have Been alarmed by reports of plots and 
confpiracies, which in the end were found to be completely 
imaginary ; that the alarm were generally propagated by fac- 
tious individuals, to peg fome imniediate political purpofe ; 
and that the well-nicantg many were made the dupes of the 
defigning few. The fecrets of thofe petiods being laid open to 
us by hiftorians, we are hot ata lofs to account for the évents 
tecorded by them. We fee ohe uprincipled party endeavouring 
to fupplant another as anprincipled perhaps as itfelf, and em- 
ploy ing, without fcraple or remoiie, every means, however 
wicked and infamous, that were likely to Condace to {uch an 
end.— Tie cafe of the late profecutions for treafon is of a 
very different complexion indeed, and will probably puzzle our 
‘Tateft pofterity. ‘The exiitence Of a confpiracy in our days to 
Overtutn the Conftitution has been aiferted, not merely by this 
Gr that'fafiion, ‘not by this Gr chat defcription of men, but by 
thé‘tnited voice of the Kisg, Lord’, and Commons of the 
Mahd 5 “Who madeiit a ground for paflinga new a&@, empowering 
the crown to imprifon fufpected perfons, without being obliged 
to bring them to trial within the time limited by law, or aflow- 
“Ing 
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ing them the other benefits of the Agbeas corpus ats ~The des 


claration thus folemnly made. by the: Jegiflature-was confirmed 
by a grand jury of the. county of Mitdicfexs who» found a bill 
spent twelve individuals charged -with the». of imagining 
death of the king, and .confpiring to-effeét.a forcible difio- 
-Tution of the prefent form of government, Reafoningy»2 prioriy 
no man could with propriety..fappofe that a-con‘piracy, attefteds 
hy foch authorities, could be imaginary ; every man mutft,:on 
the contrary, be difpofed to prefume that however innocent the 
ticular individuals aceufed» t. eventually appear, the ex- 
ftence ‘of the confpiracy .itfelf muft be. eftablithed. beyond a 
doubt. How great, then, muft be his furprife onfinding that three 
fucceffive petit juries were not able to difcover a trace or fhadow 
of a plot fo pc tt aflerted by the legiflature to exifts 
and fo ftrongly contenanced by the conduct of .@ grand jury? 
The facts contained in the report made by. the- Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons, .and which. were ,urgedsas the ground- 
work of the act of parliament that we have already mentionedy 
were almoft all either proved or admitted.on the trials: but the 
juries, fo far from.inferring from them. the -exiftence of a trea. 
fonable confpiracy, fully difcharged the accufation, and acquitted 
the prifoners, It is evident. that the Attorney-general himfelf 
was convinced that the verdicts went not merely to the ittal 
of the accufed, butftruck at the very foundation of the charge 
itfelf; for he allowed four of the perfons inditted -to:be: dif- 
charged without trial,..declining. to bring againft them that — 
evidence which he had found to. be infofficient. to. conviét the 
three who. were fuppofed, to have been moft guilty. In a word, 
with refpect to them, the .c was completely, abandoned ; 
and their innocence was sAemiadans by. him whofe duty it was 
to procure a verdict againft them, had .gt been invhis:power fo 
todo by legal means. . This .recognition..of their innocence 
goes far beyond themfelves:. it goes, in our opinion, to the cause 
for which they were profecuted, The Attormey-general was 
unqueftionably able to prove that they were mémbers of foci- 
eties eftablifhed for the .purpofe. of effeéting a reform im parli- 
ament ; he could prove them to have concurted in various 
refolutions tending to that obje¢t,—refolutions - whieh econ. 
fidered as fo many overt-a¢ts of an intention.in them. tosdubvert 
the conftitution ; he could pyre that they-had :on various oc- 
cafions pointed out and {pecified defeéts and abufes inthe ex- 
ifting ftate of the reprefentation of the people in the~Houfe of 
Commons, that they had afcertained the exiftence-of.an undue 
interference on the fart of the peers in the eleétions ofemembers 
of the lower houfe, and had contended forthe neceflity. of an 
immediate and radical reform: ail this he could prove > and - 
might 
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might fay that it manifefted a rt to deftroy the conftitution : 
why: then did he not proceed ? Is it untair to furmife that it 
was becaufe he fared that what he deemed a defign to over. 
throw: the conftitution would be confideéred by a jury asa 
defign only to improve it, and confequently as praife-worthy; 
not tfaiterous, in thofe who were concerned in it? In this 
int of view, we are of opinion that the late profecutions may 
thought of the higheft importance, with refpect to the events 

to which they may be the occafion of ging birth. | 
From the uniform tenor of Mr. Holctoft’s writings, we 
think it may be: fairly interred that, though no man can be 
more ardent in the’ purfait of what he conceives to be for the 
good of mankind, yet his principles would not allow him td 
employ force even for the attainment of fuch an object; and 
confequently we feel ourfelves ftrongly difpofed to condemn the 
judgment of thofe, who could deem a perfon of this defcription 
a proper fubject for a profecution for the alledged crime of 
confpiring to*murder the Ling, and forcibly to diffolve the pre- 
fent conftitution of this country. Thofe who differ moft from 
this gentleman, in political and {peculative opinions, readily ad- 
mit that his motives are humane; and that even fuch of his 
{yfteins as ‘appear to them ‘moft Utopian are founded on notions 
of uiverfal benevolence and philanthropy. His aim is to me- 
liorate the: condition of mankind, and to extend the fphere of 
their:happinefs; which leads him to attack fuch infitutions as 
he conceives to ftand inthe way of this greatend :—but his only 
ns are arguments; all others he difclaims ; he addreffes 
himfelf direétly to the ae and Jaboots not to inflame; 
but! togconvinee. The heart of fuch a man, wé. wete per- 
faaded; could not harbour defigns of murder and ciyil war ; 
and therefore, when we found that he was involved in a pro- 
fecution’ for high treafon, we were induced to think that the 
Attorney-genetal had but weak grounds to fupport’ the general 
charge of a confpiracy. | Mt 
Having paid this tribute, which we deem juftly due to the 
intentions of orauthor, we will now make fome obferyations 
onhis talents... His former productions have already eftablifhed 
his reputation in the literaty world, and this pamphter is writ- 


ten with peculiar force and: perfpicuity of language: ‘The in- 
ieee gene fabtlety of his'mind have led him to ftrike out 2 
yftem, nee Tar Thine tomy ‘will not ‘hefitate to call. 


eccentric ;'and fuch it certainty-is ¢ but “ite eccentficity is not 
wild and confufed’; it is-governed by laws of its own, and, 
like a comet, though darting through paths untrequented by 
others, is confiftent, uniform; and regolarin its whole courfe, 
The addrefs which he intended to make to the jury; had he 

Vou. Il. Ce been 
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been put ¢n his defence, abounds with paflages that will bear’ 
us out in this opinion;—an addrefs which, while it dif. 
plays uncommon ingenuity, we would not feleét as a proof .of 
found judgment ; for it is unqueftionably by much too meta. 
phyfical to be clearly comprehended by fueh men as ufually ferve 
on petit juries, ii whonr we look for little more than plain 
fenfe and integrity; and ef whom we would net deem it any dif- 
paragement to fay that they were not great proficients in meta~ 
phyfics, nor deeply verfed in the fubtleties of logic and the res 
finements of ethics. The do¢trines which he lays down appear 
calculated not more to eftablifh his own innocences than to 
prove the fyflem, on which the jurifdi€tion of the court and: 
jury was founded, to be not; megely abfurd bat abfolurely re~ 
pugnant to juitice. * 1f this reafoning be »jufty (fays he, page 
8 of the Defences) it follows that to attempt to prevent crimes by 
“coercion, is an error ofthe underftanding, or, sm other words, 
is itfelf alfo acrime.’. Now the very bufinefs in which the ju- 
rors were engageds when they were impanelled to try him, was’ 
to exercifecoerciony ifthey could be authorized by evidence to 
find him guilty ; and, confequently, according to his principle, 
they were themfelves committing a crime by the very act of 
fitting in judgmention him. With deference be it {aid that, 
though the manlisefs of his mind would rot ftoop to the tafk of 
couciliating his judges, nor to ak tor any thing at their hands’ 
but trict juttice, Mill we think that prudence,» (a virtue which 
even the moft innocent andthe moft magnanimous are allowed,’ 
by the general fenfe of mankind, to pra¢tife. without the leaft 
difparagements) might make him refrain from ufing irritating 
language ;.and furely it-muft be irritating to tellmen_ that, for 
attempting to try him or ajay man, they are becoming: criminals’ 
themfelves, He fays again ( page gs} “had punifhment been an 
effectual means for preventing crime, as foon as punifhment had 
Been begun, crime muft have been on the deeseafe. This effect 
however, is not produced ; for men continue, trom the intro 
duion of-punifhment to the prefent hour, to be imprifoned, 
pilloried, whipped, and hanged.’ This we conceive to be 
downright begging the queftion ; fer the argument aflumes 
that there.is no efficacy in punifhmenty becaufe crimes are ftill 
committed, batit by no means attempts. to prove that propo- 
fition. We leave it to philofophers to decide whether pertect 
innocence be compatible with the ftate of man in this world ; 
- Of, in other words, whether human nature be capable of fuch 
improvemest, no matter by what means, as that man: fhould be 
able to live in fociety without violating any rule of right. We: 
fear that they willdecide in the negative, and will declare thit 
‘there matt be laws to reftrain the human paffions ; se 
that 
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that there muft be coercion and punishment in the world, The fair. 
way, then, in our opinion, of determining the queftion of the 
efficacy or inefficacy of punifhment,..wall be by fhéwing, not 
whether punifhment has, extinguithed crime, but whether it has 
natrowed the {phere of its operations ; not whether there are 
not till to be found criminals, but whether there would not have 
been more ; whether puaifthment has not leflened the numbers, 
not merely by cutting off from fociety fuch as had been con- 
victed of a breach of law, but. by. deterring others trom tollow- 
ing theirexample.,. We are ready to, allow that punifhment is 
the worlt way, of seclaiming men: generous minds would not 
like to fee fear appointed prime minifger. to good: but every 
mind is not generous ; .a thirlt for knowledge, a love of hoaour 
and rectitade, a fenfe.ot glory, will be to iome fufficient incite- 
ments to act well.a.but there are others, we believe, on whom 
thefe noble motives would have no influence, and who would 
do nothing right, nor sefrain from any thing wrongs except 
through fear ot punifhment, 

Having laboured to fhew that punifhment cannot extirpate 
crime, Mr. Holcroft. fays that it 1s only by ‘the communica 
tion of knowledge’ that fo defirable an object can be accomplifhs 
ed. It will certainly be allowed that, in theory at leaft, ig- 
norance js the parent of vice, and the fertile fource of crimes ; 
and that the more men are enlightened; the more they will be 
likely to difcharge their duties 19 fociety: but Jet us look to 
hittory, and fee whether theory and prattice have agreed. We 
generally find that the nearer a nation was to a ttate of nature, 
the more it was remarkable for purity of manners: that with 
knowledge came on refinements and Juxyry, and with them dif 
fipation, corruption, and profligacy, which knowledge enabled men 
to /ypflematize, if we may ufeiduchaterm, We believe that the 
annals of the world proye, beyond contradiction, that the moft 
enlightened periods have been diftinguifhed by the greateft and 
moft numerous departures from the rules of right ; and. this it 
isthat has made it a queftion. among fome able philofophers, 
whether knowledge, or at leaft learning, had been a biefling or 
2 carfe to mankind. We, forour own part, are decidediy of 
opinion that it is a bleffing : but it does not fojlow that we muft 
agree with ourauthor thatcommunicationof knowledge will ex- 
tirpate crime; fur fome of the greateit criminals that the 
world has ever known were at the fame time pofleffed of an un. 
common fhare of knowledge, ‘The meafure which he rejeéts, 
and the meafure which he recommends, might, united, do what 
neither of them /eparately could effeét. We agree with him that 
to inftruét is to increaie the happinefs ot mankind: byt we 
cannot make fuch a facrifige of our ynderftanding as to admit 
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with him that ‘to pdnifh is to increafe the mifery of fociety.” 
Who is the man, in the prefent ftate of things, fo ignorant or 
uninformed as not to know that deliberately to kill another, for 
the purpofe of feizing his property, isaheinous crime ? Yet the 
‘commiffion of murder but too frequently occars, Would it ine 
éreafe the yattery of fociety to punifh fuch a murderer? On 
the contrary, to fuffer him to efeape unpanifhed would ftrike at 
the very exiftence of fociety. Had our author argued only 
againft capital punifhment, we fhould confider his fyftem ina 
very different point of yiew : but punifhement in any fhape, or 
in any degree, is coercion, and confequently equally againft his 
dodtrine, ‘ 

While we thus conllee: his principal and fundamental opie 
pions, let us confefs that, if they be errencous, the grounds on 
which he maintains them do honour to his heart, and ought to 
have fhielded him from a. profecution for a crime fo foreign to 
his feelings and his principles. ‘That man cannot be a danger- 
ows fubject toany form of government, who fays, 

‘ Iris a moft facred duty to proclaim the folly ; but it is aduty 

ftill more facred, if poffible, not to perfecute the fool .... 
For my own part I cannot refpect abtordity ; but I thould bea 
a vicious and a dangerous man could J attempt to offer it violence 
« ».« I feel no more reverence for the trappings of antiquity, 
than I do fora fool’s cap and bells, I think them equally ridicu- 
lous and derogatory. Yet while I would gladly prevail on eve 
wearer of them to frip'him/elf of fach infignia of vice and folly, 
I would not move a finger in the way ot force, to wreft them 
from the charatters whom I think they difgrace.’ 
* On'the whole, we think that Mr. H,"has treated his fubjeé 
with fingular ingenuity ; that he has placed the necefflity of a 
patliamentary reform in a ore flrong light; that he has dif. 
played the charaéter of a peaceable, not of a feditious or rebellious, 
citizen ; and that, though bis long confinement and confequent 
lofies and inconveniences might very naturally have provoked 
him to dfe warm and angry expreffions, he has written with a 
temper which would do honour to a philofopher who had grown 
old in the habit of fubduing his paflions, and of being governed 
only by the voice of reafon. ' 

We have felt ourfelves urged to dwell chiefly on the principal 
of the peculiar dofirines of this work. ‘To the fubordinate parts 
as mentioned in the title, we have not room to attend; and 
therefore we leave them to thé confideration and judgment of 
She public. ae : 
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Agr. XXII. A revealed Knowledge of the PROPHECIES AND 
times. Boos THe Frxst. Wrote ander the Direétion of 
the Lord God, and publifhed by his facred Command ; it 
being the Fir/ Sign of Warning, for the Benefit of all Nations. 
Containing, with other great and. remarkable ‘Things, woe 

 yewealed toany other Perfon on Earth, the Reftoratiom. ot the 

- Heanews to: ferafalem by the Year 1798, Under this revealed 
Patnce and Propuer. 8vo. pp. 71. Dittributed gratis 
by the Author, but fold by fome Bookfellers. London : in 
the Year of Chrift. 1794. Le 

T H E perofal of the above copy of the titleepage of this mach 

noticed publication will fave us the trouble of reviewing the 
contents, Indeed none but a brother of Mr. Brotuers, (the 
author,) would dare to undertake the tafhk. The writer dates 
from No. 57, Paddington-Street: but we underftand, by the 
news-papers, that he has been removed, by aurHoRITY. : 


une 





‘ 


Arr. XXIV. A revealed Knowledge of the Prorurcits and 
Times ; particularly of the prefent Time, the prefent War, 
and the Prophecy now fulfilling. The Year of the World 

g13- Book THE seconp. Containing, with other great and 
remarkable Things, sot revealed to any Perfon on Earthy the 
fuaden and perpetual Fall of the Turkith, German, and Ruffian 
Empires. Wrote under the Direétion of the Lord God, and 

ublifhed by his facred Command ; it being @ Second Sign of 
Waraing, for the Benefit of all’ Nations ; by the Man that 
will be revealed to the Hesrews as their Parnce and Pro- 
rHEtT. London, printed in the Year of Chrift 1794. 8vo. 


. 101. Diftributed as above. 
W E muft again refer our readers to the title-page which 


fafficiently , for itfelf, and will be confidered as its 
own beft expofitor: but they muft coniult thé /ad/equent pages -of 
the two pamphlets for the manner in which Mr. Bis there made 
out to be the “nephew. of Gad.” There is; however, one cir- 
cumftance in the Ai/fory of thefe myfterious publications, which 
ftrikes us as worthy of explanation, if explanation canbe procured, 
—It is reported, with credibility, that Mr. B., (a perfon in nd 
—- fituation,) has given away a great pumber of his. pam- 
phiets, the expence of which, for paper and printing maf have 

amouned to a confiderable fum,—How came he, who was 

Jately refident in a receptacle for paupers, (of which we 
fhall fay more in a following article,) poflefled of money fofficient 
for this purpofe ? Could he find means to raife it on his half pays 
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as a navy lieutenant ;_or-has he been fupplied by means unknown? 
Time, perhaps, will produce the difcovery; which may, prove 
#f more importance than “ Good men would think; ”’as 
Hill occafionally faid in the advertifements of his noftrums. 





—— 


Art. XXV. Tcfimony of the Authenticity of the Prophecies of 
Richard Brothers, and of his Miflion to recall the Jews. By 
"Nathaniel Braffey Halheds M. P. 8vo. 1s. Sterl. Sy- 

© -monds. , 

H ER E isa phznomenon of a complexion very different from 

that which has been prefented to our view by the two 
foregoing publications. Mr. Brothers has no pretenfions to 
literature :—but to fee a gentleman eminent for his mental abilities, 
and extenfive attainments in claffical, and particularly in oriental, 

Kiterature and fcience ; to behold fuch a man a convert to the 

unparalleled reveries of the prophet of Paddington, is an object 

of fuch novel appearance, that we are almoft at a lofs for words 
to exprefs our furprife, and, indeed, concern, ‘on the occafion ! 

What a ftrange alliance is here between knowledge, tafte, wit,— 

and igsorance, infatuation, and, perhaps, infanity!—Mr. Pope, 

in fomming up the incongruities and failings of Mr. Addifon, 
with refpect to that mifunderftanding which at one time fubfifted 
between thefe two accomplifhed voiaries of the Myfe, fays : 

« Who would not laugh, if fuch a man there be ? 

s Who would not weep, if Atticus were he 2” 

In the extraordinary cafe before us, there is no room for 
Janghter : but who would not weep indeed, if fuch a man as the 
author of the prefent tract wére really in the fitvation which 
every one’ of his readers muft imagine, who knows that he is 
ferions in the! avowal of his firm belief in the prophecies and pre- 
tenfions of Richard Brothers! | 

Mr. H. has prefixed to his teftimony a Letter from Mr. Bro- 
thers, addreffed ro him in the folemn tone and ftyle of an infpired 


“TEACHER, acting under the expref§ authority of a divine miflion, 


commanded to denounce the judgments of Heaven on devoted 
nations, and fending forth difciples to initract and admonith 
the ignorant and the finful ; and here Mr. H. appeatse in the 
light of a chofen vefel.”” He is commanded in the name of 
God, .to publif this letter; andalfo to publith his ¢ teftimony of 
the judgments of God,’ and of the ¢ Prince [Mr. Brothers] of his 
people’ meaning the Hebrews. Mr. H. is alfo informed that be, 
too, as well as Mr. B. is defcended of the tribe of Judah, and of 
the family of David, King of lfrael.—Thus, by his compliance 
with this awful requifition, has Mr, H. given His fanction to the 
prophet’s HIGH PRETENSIONS! say 

: le 
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- Wecome now to our author’s own proper addrefs to the pubs 
lic. He fets out with fome well written ftrittures on the pre- 
fent war, twhich he totally condemns; adding to the weight of his 
eenfure the moft earneft recommendation of peaceable meafures, 
He foon, however, quits the ftyle and language of a mere unin- 
{pired politician, and introduces the ‘prophetic {pirit and publi- 
cations of Mr. Brothers ; bearing his teftimony to the refpectas 
ble charaéter of that extraordinary ‘perfon. He alfo brittgs for. 
ward his own expofition of Daniel's ‘vifions.of the tour tsy 
&c. in order to fhew that they relate to the prelent times, and 
.. that they emblematically foretell the deftruction of the Emperor 
and Princes. of Germany, the Emprefs of Roflia, the Pope, 
and the monarchs of France, England, Spain, Pruffia, and Sar- 
pia: —all ‘ unequivocally announced in the prophecies.of 

aniel and Efdras.’—For the mannef in which our author dif 
cuilesy and proves, (as he doubtic& imagines,) the certaimty of 
thefe difeoveries and applications, we refer the curious and the 
alarmed, it any Juch there be among our readersy—to the pamphlet > 
obferving ex paffant, that we have feena variety of expofitions, 
Which have had their day, their readers, and their admirers teo ; 
and which, (with due reverence be it fpeken;) may vie with the 
work before usy in whatever may be deemed the wiklef and 
tnoft fanciful of the ingenious writer’s interpretations, 

Towards his conciufion, Mr.-H. talks in .a fingular firaini 
about the jalaef bis foul in the Houfe of Commons: but this 
paflagy, we confider 2s a flath of wit, or humour ; of which 
qualities we have obferved feveral gleams. through different parts 
of the pamphlet. He likewife takes occafion to. explain and vin- 
dicate Mr, Brothers, in regard to his. ftyling himfelf the. 2- 
phéw of God.—* I fincerely hopes’. fays Mr. H. ¢ there isno man. 
in this country who will openly, deny that Jefus Chrif is Gud 
Almighty. If there be, I fpeak nottohim; lam fure no mem- 
ber of the eftablifhed Trinitarian Church can fafely fay other- 
wife. Now, if Jefus Chrift had brothers and filters, as is ex- 
- prefsly proved from the gofpel, the fon of any one of thofe- mutt: 

rieceflarily have been bis nephew. Extend the line of filiation aw 

far as we pleafe, through 50, 100 or 1000 defcents, the laft is 

itil» nephew, liencally defcended fromthe firity in the fame 

manner as evéry Jew, to this day, isa fon of Abraham,.and as 
- we are all of us beyond all doubt, the fons-of Adam.’ 

In the final paragraph, hé ferioufly encounters the erros. of 
thofe who may confider Mr. B. as animpoftor or a madman; and 
heé concludes with recommending that the faft appointed for the 
z2gth-of February be, by authority, appropriated to the purpofe’ 
of 6a Yolemn and fincere humiliation tor our crimes, and a mott’ 
earneft fupplication to God for the reforaticn of peave y and 

that 
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that we may take warning by the fate of our abandoned and fob. 

jugated ally, not te ¢ our offers for a negociation to thé 

very laft momgnt, when the fword fhall already be at our throats; 

and all hopes of obtaining moderate terms fhali be totally relin- 
uifheds “Let us, while it is yet poffible, adopt that moft divine 
atence of the gofpel, “ On earth peacer good will towards 

men.” 3 

* Pall mall *Natuanten Brassty Haunen.’ 


: agth * Jane 1795.’ 


Arr. XXVI. Anecdotes of Richard Brotherssin the Years 179t 
and 1792, with fome Thoughts on Credulity, occafioned by 
the «© Yefimony” of N. Brafley Halhed, Efq, By Jofep 
Mofer. - 8vo. 1s. Sterl. Owen, ket we 

CC OR DYN G to the faéis here ftated, Mr. Mofer 

brings the ‘queftion as to the fanity of Mr. Brothers to a 
fhort ‘iffee. His anecdotes are derived from a péHotial acquain- 
tance with Mr. B. whom he has known fora confidétable time, 
as above expreffed, particularly in the workhouft of St. Marga- 
ret and St. John, eftminfter ; in which he was received on the 
application of a Mrs. Green, with whom he had lodged about 
three years; and who'gave fuch information ¢opcetning the 
whole courfe of his béhav our daring’ that time, as ‘amounted to 
ftrong hemp oer ‘of the tip on s infanity. Mr. Mofer was 
in the habit of converfing frequently with Mr. Brothers, during 
his refidence, for feveral’months, in the workhoufe, fubfequent- 
ly to bis lodging with Mrs. Green; and was more and 
more*convinced of thé peculiar derangement of his‘mind. He 
was p y harmlefs, and‘ { believe him,” fays our author, 
© F left to follow the diGates of bis own heart, to be a man of 
ftri& “honour, integrity, and: principle. ‘Ihave alfo obferved, 
td a naturally ftrong but pie Shima A aA underftanding, 

is in him joined fome knowledge of books; but atténded with 2. 

total’ ignorance of the world: gentle, mild, and unaffuming, 

though feemingly oeores of great fenfibility : and althoug 
his mind is ftrongly biaffed toward a paiticular objet, he can 
wees be faid to be dogmaticaly even in the height of his en-’ 
thufiafm.’ . rile fac sinieriga th enetesat. Fe 

With refpeé&t to Mr. B.’s affettion that he has the honouf of 4 
divine miffions and that he is‘ commanded to announce the moft 
dreadful calamities not only to this country; but to foreign go- 





—_ 


* Mrs Brothers’s letter is datedon the 28th of January, Which cifeumftance - 
hgs been noticed as worthy of obfervation. ; * ’ 
vernmenté 
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vernments and nations, in confequende of the prefent troubles in 
Europe, Mr. M. has not the {malleit doubt.of our prophet’s per- 
fe&t fincerity, and firm reliance on the reality of his divine in- 
{piration, As to the countenance which its prophecies. have 
received from the gentleman whofe very refpeCtable name is ins 
troduced in the title-page of this publication, Mr. M. feems 
rather at'a lofs what to make of that circumftance; bat he de- 
clares his fall perfoafion of that gentleman’s fincerity alfo,..He 
expoftuiates with him, however, on the impropriety of his con- 
ee publicly diffeminating his opiaions on fo dangerous an 
occafion, mate 
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ART. XXVII. Sound Argumenty-diGated by Gommon Senfe; in 

Anfwer to Nathaniel Brafley Halhed’s Teftimpny to the Aathen> 

‘ticity of the Prophecies of Richard Brothers, &c, By George 

“Horne*, D. D. Svo. . 1s: Sterl, Oxford printed, and fold 
;. eee r, &c. London, 


S (2 OUSLY argumentative, but furely unneceffarily 
fo; unlefs the avthor could really feppofe that the good peo- 
ple of this enlightened country could be weak enovgh to fall into 
any delufion, in confequence of the pretenfions of Mr, Brothers, 
or his difciptes' if difciples he really has... 'VPhe.aushor tells us 
that he paid a.vifit to Mr. B. but did not ftay jong, as others 
were waiting for admiffion, ‘ My opinions’ {ays he, * of this 
charatter is, . that he has-been weak enough to liiten to the per- 
fuafions of fome'defigoing mea, who jhave ftinulated him to 
publith his boak, for the purpofe of promoting fedition; while, 
in fo doing, he has worked himfelf up.toa ftate of phrenzy. and 
enthafiafm.—He adds, ¢ as this man.has teferred me to the ferip- 
tures, and Mr, Halhed alfo in his pamphlet pretends.t0 argue from 
thofe infallible guides, 1 thall meet him ow Ais owa ground.’ We 
repeat our remark that this conteft appears, to us, 10. be altoge- 
ther a work of fupererogation, . 





Art. XXVIIL, dx Eiquiry into the Pretenfions of Richard Brothers, 
in Anfwer to Nathaniel Brafley Halhed. By a Freethinker. 
‘Svo. 1s. Sterl... Parfons, &c. 

-OTHING but extremes. with fome people! . This 
Freethinker neither believes in Mr. Brothers as a prophet, 
norin any prophets ancient or modern; Noy nor in any alleged 
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* We have fome doubt whether this be a real mame, or afflumed on this 
eccafion. 
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miracle whatever! ‘To fhew his enmity to and contempt of the 
mifaculous powers that have been afertbed to human beings, he | 
has added to his inquiry a new edition of David Hume’s Eflay on | 
that fubjeét-; which performance he has harrowed up from the 
gulph of oblivion, whither’it had long ago been configned by 
the learned labours of Dr, Adams, &c. &c. ‘ 





— 


Arr. XXIX. <A Vindication of the Prophecies of Mr. Brothers, 
and the Scripture Expofitions of Mr. Halhed.. By Henry 
Spencer, vo. 1s, Sterl. Cullen and Co. 

‘1 ‘H ERSI TES trying to laugh at Tirefias :—but he can 

make nothing of it. Often are we reminded of the following 
well-known couplet: ; 
« All hurban race would fain be wits, 
_  Butumillions mifs, for one that hits,” 





- 


ee : 72 
Art. XXX. A Word of Admaniticn to the Right Hor. William 
Pitt, in an epittle to that Gentleman, occafioned by the Pro. 
ecies of Brothers, &c, and the notable Expofitions of the 
Serpe Prophecies by Braffey Halhead, M. P. 8vo. 1s, 

-. Sterl. Cullen. , ie ye 

A SPIRITED but not very polite writer-here takes up 
\& the matter ina very ferious manner indeed! and whether 
Brothers be mad or not, (but rather concluding on the fide of 
derangement,) he chiefly confiders him asthe mftrument or der. 
nier refort of the moft defperate enemies, of this country, for poi. 
foning and inflaming the minds of the multitudes and poffibly, in 
theevent, bringing them to aé@ on the impreflions that have ha 
madeon them. ‘The author, therefore, advifes government, by 
a bold.and vigorous ProsecuTion, to extinguifhs at once, this 
moft extraordinary political fpark, {as he deems ity) before it 
kindles into a blaze that may bear down all before it. At the 
fame time, however, he appears to think the talents of Mr. Pitt 
unequal to the commanding energy of fuch meafures.:for which 
reafon, our Palinurus is here exhorted to retire trom the helm, 
and leave the flate-bark to be guided by the more fkilful hand, 
¢ the energetic mind, the majeftic defign, and the bold fpirit of 
a Fox that can effect it.’.—This he feems to confider, on all ac. 
counts, as the only meafure that will fave the nation from im- 
pending ruin. Here the hefitating reader, perhaps, will frart, 
as we do 3~—and here we fhall clofe the pages of a performance, 
ae ~®&.. ; eg + in 
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nthe real and whole defign of which we venture nut to pronounces 
apprehending as we do that i 


« Tis but a part we fee and not the whole,” mit 
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Thy orn :* 
i M. ‘P. From ‘an 
Se old Woman, 8vo. 6d. Sterl. Nicol $e «. ' 
M R. Halhed, with a degree of pleafantry which we fuppofe 

he cannot wholly, reprefs, on whatever fubject he is trea- 
ting, having obferved that ‘ there are as many old women, in this 
town, out of petticoats as im them,” he has thus furnithed the cae 
to a writer ot perhaps a fomewhat fimilar turn, who here affumes 
the character of an old lady «m petticoats, and in'this garb intro- 
duces herfelf (bimfelf ) to the learned member for Lymington ; in 
order to have alittle dith of chat with him about prophecies, and 
vifions, and Daniel, and the beafts, and the™horns—cum multis 
alii. ‘This writer is not unpolite to Mr, H, while he endeavours 
to'explode his « Teftimony,’ &c, but he ferioufly confiders Bro- 
ther as infane*, Be it fo ; but what.a deluge. ot. publications have. 
the reveries of a maniac created,—folemn, ferious, and comic! 
Strange, however, does it feem that any One can be merry on 
fuch unpleatant fubjeéts ! For our part, we fhould as foon look 
for mirth in a charnel-houfe ! ers wie 
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Arr. XXXII. Look before you-leap; or the Fate.of the Jews a 

Warning to other Nations, in the Cafe of. Richard Brothers, 

the Prophet. By.one who readeth and revereththe Scriptures. 
8vo. 6d. Sterl. Symonds, ot te Net kt ee 

E are at fome lofs what to concludewith regard to the 

fincerity of this anonymous warning: giver,—-who feeins 

more than half difpofed to believe in the pretenfions of Mr. Bro- 

thers to a divine miffion; but warnings have alfo, long ago, been 

given to us, to beware of wolves in jbeep’s clothing +. ‘This wri- 

ter exhorts us to be cautious of eae Sse the pretenfions of R. 

B. left we be found to have difregarded a true prophet ; and we, 

on the other hand, exhort our readers to be cautious of liftening 

to the pretenfions of one who withholds from them the fanétion of 


4 





* By way of pofcript, he gives an extract of aletter dated 95th Anguft 1791, 
from his (Mr. Brothers's) attorney, acddreiled 19 the Navy Board; and ftating 
various remarkable inftances of their client's infanity. 

t He fays ‘ It fhould feem that God Almighty has frequently raifed up prophets 
from very low comdigggme’ and that it is by no nsimpollibie or improbable, 
that Rtcwuaro Broruers is the very ys he he calls bimicif’;, and he 


his 


enforces his opinion by an abundance of feripture-pailages. 
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hisname; for under that concealment, a man may write eny thing 
that will fujt his real or pretended purpofe. He tells us that he ‘ 
 peadeth and revereth the fcriptures ;’—that he reads them we 
have not the finalleft doubt, for he has plentifally fprinkled his 
pamphlet with quotations from them, in fupport of his fuggeftions 
with regard to the man whom he ftyles ¢ The Prophet :’ but fuch 
quoting and be-fprinkling has been the common practice of the 
moft noted infidel writers ; who only meant to ridicule what they 
ofterl, to fave appearances, pretended to revere. As 


" on 





- 


Ayt. XXXII. 4 Crumb of Comfort for the People: or a Pill for 
the Prophets, made palatable by Scrapings from Ovid, Shak- 
geet and Hudibras. A ‘Tratt interfperfed with Remarks, 

ritical and Explanatory, ‘of‘the ‘Tragic-comedy of the Brafy 

Head. 8x0. 1s, Sterl. Mafon, &c. 
™ HE author, in his prefixed advertifement obferves that a 

perufal of the other tras on this fubjeét which preceded his 
performance, led him to think «that the ferious way in which 
they. treat the prophecies of R. Brothers adds to, rather than takes 
ftom theireffeét; and that ¢ a wifh to relieve the public mind from 
the oppreffion of fach melancholy forebodings, induced him to 
publith, &c,’ He has accordingly given to us what he ftyles the 
effec of $a few hours’ amufement ; and we muft acknowledge, 

‘ from our own experience, that his work is not ill calculated to 


* produce the intended effeé, af the amufement of his readers alfo 


was the objet which he had inview. In his comments on Mr. 
Halhed’s pamphlet, many fhrewd and fome entertaining remarks 
oceur: but he defcended beneath the defert of his own abilities, 
when he ftooped to quisble fo pitifully on the wame of the gentle- 
man whofe work he has criticized. : 





